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Ashburton Town Council 
MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING 

HELD ON 
Wednesday 22nd March 2023 at 7.00PM  

at the Town Hall 

015/23P Apologies.  
The Deputy Clerk noted apologies had been received from Cllrs. Vogel & Bovey who 
were both unwell. Cllr. Baker proposed to accept these apologies, seconded by Cllr 
Crook. All in favour. 

016/23P Declarations of interest 
Cllr. Nutley noted he abstains on voting due to his membership of both the DNPA 
and Teignbridge Planning committees. 

017/23P Public comments/statements. 
None. 

018/23P To accept the minutes of the previous meeting  
Cllr. Baker confirmed the minutes from 22nd February 2023 had been previously 
circulated. It was noted that the planning application 0037/23 has been withdrawn.  
Cllr Baker proposed to sign the minutes as a true and accurate record, seconded by 
Cllr. Distin. All in favour. 
. 

019/23P Planning Chairmans report  
 Planning applications for discussion 

(Reports in Appendix 1) 
 0100/23 – Old Mill Field, Stonepark TQ13 7RH 

(Appendix 1) New loft extension with rear-facing flat-roof dormer, new Velux roof 
windows, new solar panel array, replacement windows & doors, new window & door 
openings, external wall insulation, new stove flue. 
Cllr Baker proposed to object to this application, seconded by Cllr. Crook. All in 
favour. 

 0053/23 - Lower Bowdley Farm 
Storage of agricultural machinery, replacement of existing building. 
Cllr. Baker outlined her report, proposing this application be supported. This was 
seconded by Cllr Crook. All in favour. 

020/23P Dartmoor National Park Authority - draft Housing Supplementary Planning 
Development consultation 
The Deputy Clerk outlined the email circulated to Councillors on 6/2/23, providing a 
overview of the contents contained in the draft Supplementary Planning 
Development. Comments need to be received by 27th March 2023. 

Present: Cllr. Baker (Chair) 
Cllrs. Crook, Distin, Giles, Nutley & Searight 

In attendance: The Deputy Clerk & Office Administrator. 
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Ashburton Town Council 
MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING 

HELD ON 
Wednesday 22nd March 2023 at 7.00PM  

at the Town Hall 

Cllr. Baker agreed to review the document to determine if Ashburton Town Council 
should respond. 

Action 
021/23P Planning Forum Letter to TDC. 

The Deputy Clerk noted that this item had already been brought forward and agreed 
at Full Council. 

022/23P Matters raised by councillors for information only or possible inclusion on a 
future agenda. 

i. Cllr. Baker highlighted an article in Around Ashburton stating the 
development at Pear Tree (0396/22) will provide up to 60 electric vehicle 
charge stations. Whilst this would be welcomed, the original design and 
access statement did not provide the number of EVC stations, and this may 
raise potential concerns regarding overloading ‘the grid’. Cllr. Baker agreed to 
contact the DNPA Officer for clarification. 

Action 
ii. Cllr. Crook raised concerns at the closure of many of the pubs in Ashburton 

and asked of news regarding the re-opening of the old Victoria Inn as The 
Ashburn Arms. No information had been received. 

Cllr. Baker thanked those in attendance and closed the meeting at 19:28 

 

Signed ____________________________ Date _______________ 
  Chair 

 

 Actions arising  
012/23  Dartmoor National Park Authority - draft Housing 

Supplementary Planning Development consultation 
Cllr. Baker agreed to review the document to determine if 
Ashburton Town Council should respond. 

 

014/23  Matters raised by councillors for information only or possible 
inclusion on a future agenda. 
i. Cllr. Baker agreed to contact the DNPA Officer for clarification 

on the number of EVC stations at the Pear Tree development 
(0396/22). 
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Ashburton Town Council 
MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING 

HELD ON 
Wednesday 22nd March 2023 at 7.00PM  

at the Town Hall 

Appendix 1 Planning Reports  

Planning Report on Old Mill Field, Stonepark Ashburton. Application No. 
0100/23 

Old Mill Field is a 1950’s bungalow with 2 bedrooms, living room, dining room and 
kitchen. The kitchen is located in a recently constructed rear extension. Thus the 
bungalow has been extended, albeit not up to the 30% limit now in the new Dartmoor 
Local Plan...please note this. 
The applicant proposes:- 

New roof extension with rear facing dormer window,  new Velux roof windows 

Installation of PV solar panels 

Improved access to building front and rear.  

Thermal upgrading works to building envelope internal alterations 

Existing shallow pitch roof to be removed and replaced with new slightly steeper pitched 
roof with gables facing East and West. 

Flat roof above kitchen extension to be balustraded thus forming a balcony. The proposed 
balcony will intrude on the privacy of the neighbours who have put an objection on the 
website. 

The proposed new building will have 3 bedrooms and a family bathroom on the first floor 
and on the ground floor a large kitchen/dining room, kitchen, sitting room, playroom and 
study. Whilst the energy efficiency is improved and that should be supported I find it 
difficult to accept this proposal for the following reasons:- 

The bungalow already has a modern extension i.e. kitchen 

This application increases the habitable floor space, at present 82 square metres, to 130 
square metres a whooping increase of approx. 60%.... 

Dartmoor Local Plan is mentioned by the agent and I quote...”We would hope that this 
proposal be considered on it’s own merits and whether it follows the spirit of the local plan 
rather than the discretionary floor area rule of thumb” 

Councillors may recall that Dartmoor Local Plan restricts extensions to at most 30% of 
habitable floor space and prior extensions have to be tallied within this 30% increase. 
This is to maintain a supply of affordable starter homes for the people of Dartmoor. 

I propose that Ashburton Town Council OBJECT to this application 

Cllr. Elaine Baker  

22/03/23 
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