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TR MINUTES OF THE FULL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON
TUESDAY 12" MARCH 2024 At 7.30pm
IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF THE TOWN HALL

Present: CliIr. Giles (Chair)
Clirs. Bovey, Distin, Hext, Hogbin, Nutley, Searight, Tinne and Turner.

In attendance: Town Clerk, Deputy Town Clerk, Portreeve, PC Claire Hurrell, PCSO
Tamzin Campbell-Moseley, DNPA Area Ranger — Bill Allen and three
members of the public.

033/24 Apologies.
The Clerk noted apologies from ClIr. Wood due to iliness, Clir. Parker due to a prior
engagement, and ClIr Pickvance due to his attendance at a Teignbridge conference
on behalf of Ashburton Town Council.
CliIr. Giles proposed to accept these apologies; seconded by Clir. Nutley. All in
favour.

034/24 Declarations of Interest.
Clir. Nutley noted he abstains on voting on planning due to his membership of
both the DNPA and Teignbridge Planning committees.

035/24 Public comments/statements.
Mr Stuart Rogers - Postmaster - emailed a report to be read, apologising that he
could not be here in person. (Appendix 1)
Mark Burley, owner of Sherewood Gallery, introduced himself as the newly
appointed Chair of the Chamber of Trade. He is in the process of creating a
promotional brochure for the town — with completion estimated at 2/3 months. The
assets of the brochure will be freely available for use on the ATC website should
they wish. During this process, a detailed map of the town is being drawn that could
be used in any size at our Information Centre.
* Standing Orders were suspended to deal will a small incident in the Chamber. PC
Claire Hurrell and PCSO Tamzin Cambell-Moseley left the meeting. *

036/24 To receive and approve the minutes of the previous meeting on 13" February
2024.

* Standing Orders were re-instated. * ClIr. Giles confirmed the minutes had been
circulated. Actions were reviewed and the minutes were duly signed as a true and
accurate record of the meeting.

037/24 To receive the Mayor’s Report.
Clir. Giles presented her report. (Appendix 2)

038/24 To receive the Police Report.
The Clerk highlighted that the Police Report had been circulated by email.
(Appendix 3)
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HELD ON
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Teignbridge District Council Report.

ClIr. Nutley presented the report from CllIr. Rogers in his absence. (Appendix 4)
Clir Nutley presented his report outlining the TDC budget consultation, Empty
Homes premium policy, Second Homes premium policy, and the Plant 1000 trees
per year scheme (Appendix 5).

Devon County Council report.

The Clerk presented the report from Clir. Khan, outlining issues including Kenwyn,
repairs to the wall in the Recreation Ground, Woodland Road parking and the DCC
budget. (Appendix 6).

To receive the report from the Chair of Finance Committee.
ClIr. Distin summarised the Finance meeting of 20" February and reviewed actions
taken. The draft minutes of this meeting can be found on the website.

To receive the report from the Chair of Planning Committee.

ClIr. Searight summarised the Planning meeting of 28" February and reviewed
action taken. He also noted that he and CliIr. Turner had met to discuss the planning
requirements regarding the Town Hall clock tower. Information will be shared with
Councillors as they receive it. The draft minutes of this meeting can be found on the
website.

To receive the report from the Vice-Chair of General Purpose Committee.
CliIr. Bovey summarised the General Purposes meeting of 28" February and
reviewed actions taken. The draft minutes of this meeting can be found on the
website.

To receive the Portreeve’s report.

Katherine Pugh made her first report to Council after being sworn in as Ashburton’s
1203 Portreeve, detailing events she has attended with her Master Bailiff, Martyn
Brooks. (Appendix 7)

To receive an update from Mr Bill Allen, the DNPA Area Ranger

Councillors welcomed Mr. Bill Allen, the Dartmoor National Park Authority Area
Ranger. He presented his report (Appendix 8) covering the following main points:
lambing season and dog safety; fly tipping; volunteering, and disabled access to the
Hay Tor Quarry.
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Correspondence

The Town Clerk detailed a number of Highway notices regarding road closures.
There is an interactive roadworks map available on the Devon County Council
website detailing past, present and future activity on the highway network.
Western Road is due to be closed from 1-5™" April 2024; as the 15t April is Easter
Monday, Councillors asked the Clerk to write to Highways and request that this
work is delayed by 1-2 weeks. ACTION

To receive a report from the Land Management Working Group and resolve a
tree management schedule for Bulliver’s Way.

Three quotes for the required tree works have now been received, the third arriving
late last night. Clir. Giles proposed to have an urgent Land Management meeting to
discuss these and bring their finding to the next Finance meeting. ACTION

Clir. Giles proposed that Council approve the spend a maximum £26,200 (net) (the
highest quote) should the works need to commence before the next meeting. This
was seconded by ClIr. Hogbin, all in favour.

Council RESOLVED to spend up to £26,200 for tree safety works.

To receive an update from the website working group and the findings on
website accessibility.

The Clerk’s office was made aware of the WCAG 2.1 Accessibility Guidelines for
public sector bodies (September 2022); and checks have been undertaken on our
website by the working group. The website is currently being updated and the
group is striving towards full compliance and much improved site.

To receive an update on the Councillor Surgery and to resolve any actions
arising.
Clirs. Turner and Tinne held the first Councillor Surgery on 17 February. It was
well attended and raised many points, leading to many actions required:
The Clerk to write to the resident who offered to assist with the Town Hall utility
contracts and investigate any areas where ATC could save costs.
ACTION
Clir. Turner proposed The Clerk’s office to write to Teignbridge District Council and
request that they stop using chemical weedkillers in Prigg Meadow and the car
parks and come up with a more environmentally friendly solution. Seconded by ClIlr.
Searight. Majority in favour (ClIr. Nutley abstained due to his TDC portfolio).
ACTION

3

https://ashburtonl.sharepoint.com/sites/AshburtonTownCouncil/Shared Documents/ATC Docs/Agendas and Minutes/Full

Council/Full Council Mins/2024/03. March minutes Full Council - 12 March 2024.docx



050/24

051/24

052/24

Signed

%)

N

MINUTES OF THE FULL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON
TUESDAY 12" MARCH 2024 At 7.30pm
IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF THE TOWN HALL

Clir. Nutley to contact Teignbridge District Council regarding the need for
appropriate signage for the car park at the bottom of Dolbeare Road.

ACTION
Councillors’ reports of attendance at sub committees and meetings of other
organisations.
CliIr. Searight attended The Hut @ Blogishay AGM and was pleased to note that it
was very well attended.
Clir. Hogbin attended a meeting at the Bank Youth Project and reported that it is
flourishing and about to open a community café.

CliIr. Turner notified Council she will be attending the next Ashburton Museum
meeting.

To suggest content for the Ashburton Town Council media post.
CliIr. Turner has completed a draft article for Around Ashburton. Councillors can let
her know if they wish to have something added.

Matters raised by Councillors for information only or on a future agenda.
Clir. Hogbin noted that she has requested that the Clerk’s Office create an events
calendar to highlight key town events for councillors. A draft will be circulated
before the next Full Council meeting for comment.

Date

Chair
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Actions arising

046/24 | Correspondence
Town Clerk to write to Highways and request that the roadworks (due to
start 15t April) be delayed due to Easter Monday.

047/24 | To receive a report from the Land Management Working Group and
resolve a tree management schedule for Bulliver’'s Way.

Land management working group to hold an urgent meeting to discuss
quotes ahead of the next Finance meeting (19" March).

049/24 | To receive an update on the Councillor Surgery and to resolve any
actions arising.
- Clerk to write to the resident offering to assist with the Town Hall’'s
utilities and investigate areas where we could improve.
- Clerk to write to TDC requesting they stop using chemical weed-
killers in Prigg Meadow and the car parks.
- ClIr. Nutley to contact Teignbridge District Council regarding ap-
propriate signage for the Dolbeare Road car park.
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APPENDIX 1 - ITEM 035/24

Stuart Rogers - Postmaster

Update on ATM

Ashburton PO external ATM was vandalised, and we are trading 6.30 am to 21.00 to
support the economy

The replacement ATM is planned for mid-April, and | will keep Town Councillors
updated

Ashburton Hub

If i were to be in attendance as Postmaster | would advise that Beers Solicitors are
offering free initial advice, and the next surgery is at the Ashburton Hub on
Wednesday 20" March 2024 from 10 to 12.30

https://www.beerslip.com/new-free-legal-advice/

Housing Need Survey - assistance

Residents can request assistance to complete the forthcoming Housing Survey and
book assistance at the Ashburton PO Hub (see page 10 and 11 of Around
Ashburton).

Scams

Scammers continue to target individuals and have succeeded achieving results in
the last weeks:

https://www.gov.uk/report-suspicious-emails-websites-phishing

Please encourage residents to be aware and not fall for this awful situation. Ensuring
residents and their loved ones have access to the support they deserve is really
important.

APPENDIX 2 - ITEM 037/24
Mayors Report — March 2024

March has been a quiet month with only two engagements, firstly the Hut @ Blogishay
AGM and then last Saturday | attended the Organisation’s Day in the Town Hall. It was
well received and something that the Council should hold annually.

Thank you.
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APPENDIX 3 — ITEM 038/24

> Devon & Cormnwall

% POLICE

Neighbourhood Police Report
Ashburton Town Council

February 2024

This report covers the area of the Ashburton.

The area includes the town of Ashburton, its road network including a section of the A38.

The area is served by the Neighbourhood Policing team, working out of Ashburton Police Office,
Conway House.

The team is led by Sector Inspector Sean Roper and Police Sergeant Seth Saunders.

PC Claire HURRELL is the Neighbourhood Beat Manager for Ashburton working alongside PCSO
Tamzin Campbell-Moseley.

February

In the period 1** of February 2024 to 29" February 2024 there were 20 criminal offences recorded
for this area.

7 - Assaults

1 - Vehicle Interference
4 - Theft

2 - Sexual Offences

2 - Criminal Damage

1 - Possession of Drugs
3 - Common Assault

Police also responded to over 36 non crime incidents across this area in February.

These included, road traffic related matters, domestics, concerns for welfare, missing
persons and firearms / licensing management.

Tamgin Campbell-Moseley
Police Community Support Officer 30577
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APPENDIX 4 — 039/24
District Councillor Stuart Rogers

On Friday 1st March Ashburton welcomed Amanda Pujol, Head of TDC Service
Delivery & Improvement. Thank you to Town Mayor Jenny Giles, Town Clerk Jacqui
Bartram and Councillor Nutley and the Town Ranger Chris Stanton for meeting with
Amanda and walking around Ashburton.

Neighbouring District Councillors Rob Steemson and Paul Parker joined the latter
part of the meet to create a plan to utilise cross ward working.

More information to follow in the coming weeks.

Please can you circulate on the weekly update to ensure residents’ access.
We will ask Ashburton Schools to circulate

hnps'umaﬁam gov.uk/benefits-calculators

In last Wednesday's budget Chancellor Jeremy Hunt
extended the Household Support Fund for a further six
months although no details were provided as to the
funding that will come to the council or how it can be
spent.

As we have almost used up all our funding for this
financial year, we have had to close it to any more
applications for support. Residents who have already applied will not be affected by
this decision and should hear from the team shortly.

Using our share of the Household Support Fund has enabled us and our partners to
support this year 1503 Teignbridge households, distributing so far £657,569.27.

As soon as we have details of the Household Support Funding for the next six
months, we will look to reopen the Fund locally as soon as possible.
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APPENDIX 5 - 039/24
TDC District Councillor Report for 12th March 2024

On the budget consultation report, 870 residents respond to the survey question asking if there
was anything else we should be prioritising.

First on the list was leisure, followed by health and wellbeing, climate change and affordable
housing. Asked then of the 2.99% increase in council tax, 76% was in favour, affordable housing
and jobs 64% in favour and prioritising for this administration, homes, climate change and jobs and
this is what our communities are asking for.

With the council tax, Teignbridge District Council keeps just over 8% £3.67 just over for the
services it looks after, 72% to County 12% to Police 4% fire and 4% to Town and Parish.

Green bin charges will stay the same for 24/25 £55 which is below the national average.

Changes to car parking charges are mainly inflationary to cover the increases in cost to inflation.
During the Queen Street alterations, the car park charges in the multi-story car park will be £1 for
2 hours. This was an amendment in the budget put forward by Clir. Paul Parker which was
accepted.

A vote was then taken on the budget and there were 32 for, 3 against and 7 abstentions.
Therefore, the budget was approved.

Another item on the agenda was Empty Homes premium and Second Homes premium policy.
This was to implement the councils tax premium on second homes and to bring forward the time
period for levelling premium on empty homes from 2 years to 1 year.
The proposals were ...
A) Apply the current premium of 100% on all dwellings that are unoccupied and unfurnished,
empty dwelling after 1 year instead of 2 years with effect from 1st April 2024.
B) Apply a premium of 100% on all dwellings that are unoccupied but are substantially fur-
nished with effect from 1st April 2025.
C) Approve the council policy on delivering the council approach levelling of the second
homes premium.
D) Authorise the section 151 officer to implant the policy in line with any guidance given by
the secretary of state.

The Grounds Maintenance Contract which covers the whole of the district is up for renewal and
will be out for retendering.

This is for an initial 5 - year period with the option to extend for a further 5 years using a restricted
tender procedure.
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The contract is let at a fixed cost of £662,740 with an annual CIP (Consumer Price Inflation)
increase using an agreed evaluation methodology.

There are three options, 1, Open Tender. 2, Restricted Tender procedure and 3, Further
Competition via a framework.

The preferred option is Option 2. The Restricted Procedure is a two-stage process. The first stage is
a selection process where the bidder’ capability, capacity, and experience to perform the contract
is assessed against a predetermined set of criteria. This means the number of bidders would be
reduced to a maximum of 5 suppliers for the second stage, where detailed bids are assessed to
determine the most economically advantageous tender based on quality and price.

| would like to see our present contractors Idverde (which is a national company) retain the
contract as they have done an excellent job over the years and employ 15 local staff. The present
contract ends in November and the tendering process needs to be completed by July.

Plant 1000 trees per year is due to finish in March 2024. We are running out of budget and
available land. If tree planting is to remain a priority, we will need to consider how it can and will
be achieved.

900 whips planted to date (1500 in total will be planted before the end of March)

* 400 to be planted on Shaldon Golf course by the end of March

Clir. John Nutley
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APPENDIX 6 — ITEM 040/24

DCC Report — March 2024
Ashburton

Kenwyn

As you are aware, Kenwyn is back on the market. | have had a conversation
with the head of assets to explore the feasibility of a community bid for
Kenwyn. If a bid were to come forward that met the objectives of the Council,
housing for Care Leavers for example, then consideration would be given by
DCC to a reduction in the cost of the site as there would be a wider public
benefit.

Any proposal would have to be considered to viable to deliver. Given the
complex history of the site | have had an initial conversation with Philip Vogel
of the Community Land Trust to see if there is any appetite for community
development there. The head of assets at DCC has agreed to look at any
High-Level proposal (not detailed at initial stage) to see whether there is any
potential for realising benefit on the site.

Rec Wall

It has been reported to me that there may be some degeneration of the wall in
the Recreation Ground. | have reported it to our Neighbourhood Highways
Officer, who is checking the ownership/responsibility of the wall.

Woodland Rd Parking

Clir Tinne and | have been liaising regarding the ongoing issue on Woodland
Rd with parking at school drop off and pick up times. A ‘line and sign’ check is
due to be undertaken after the yellow no waiting stripes were painted. I'm
awaiting a report to see what the next steps will be regarding signage.

Budget

You may have heard that councils up and down the country have been setting
budgets with the maximum council tax increase allowed without referendum.
DCC is no different and have set a council tax increase of 4.99% which
equates to a £1.96 increase per week for a Band D property. 2% of this
increase will be ring fenced for adult social care, with the remaining 2.99%
going to the general pot, with 79% of the total DCC budget being spent on
adult and children’s care.

There will be a £1.5m highways drainage investment in the coming financial
year. As an aside, the gully cleaning operations have slipped behind
programme due to the high number of extreme weather events the Service
has responded to this year and a series of unexpected equipment
breakdowns. Milestone have worked hard to get this workstream back on
programme and are confident that all programmed gullies will have been
attended by the end of March.
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APPENDIX 7 — ITEM 041/24
Portreeve’s Report — Full Council 12th March 2024

As this is my first report, quite a lot has happened since | was sworn in on Tuesday,
28th November 2023 together with my Master Bailiff, Martyn Brooks. This was
followed by the Portreeve’s Sunday church service. | would like to thank The Right
Reverend Dr Mark Rylands for his support and guidance to produce this wonderful
service and The High Sheriff of Devon, The Right Reverend Dr Nick McKinnel, for his
perfect address to the congregation. | would like to especially mention Arlene Reid
(Area Standard Bearer for British Legion Scotland) and Tony Hooman (National
Parage Marshall for British Legion Scotland), both of whom | was delighted joined
me for the parade and service.

My year started on the 7th with the Ashburton Pensioner’s Christmas Lunch at the
Dartmoor Lodge and as always, a very enjoyable event with pleasant company and
excellent food.

That evening was Late Night Shopping, which gives myself and my Master Bailiff
along with the Town Mayor (Clir Jenny Giles) and her Deputy (Saskia Hogbin) an
opportunity to meet with the local traders.

Saturday the 9th of December was the wonderful Women's Institutes Christmas Fair,
handmade cakes, biscuits, decorations and much, much more.

| have to thank the many volunteers that assisted me and Martyn on Christmas Eve
with the vegetable preparation for the Community Christmas Lunch. Also, those that
came on Christmas day to help make it a wonderful event.

On Friday 26th January, the Ashburton Branch of The Royal British Legion held a
celebration of Bum'’s Night with good food and entertainment. Two AGM's in the
beginning of February, The Ashburton Pensioners Association and also The
Ashburton/Cleder Twinning Association. Both were well attended.

March saw another two AGM's, the first was The Hut @ Blogishay Lane followed the
next evening by the Carnival AGM.

As Portreeve, | will be holding fundraising events to support my two chosen charities,
Mooriand Community Caring (their Dementia aspect) and The Parent and Teacher
Association of Ashburton Primary School, raising funds for new playground
equipment. My first two fundraising events will be in May.

The first on Saturday the 11th which will be a sponsored walk in aid of all Guiding
Units in Ashburton and the second on Saturday 18th May, a bit of a mouthful but The
Portreeves Ploughmans, Pud and Pick (your favourite song) tickets will be available
from me at a cost of £20, if you would like you could let me know the reason for the
song of your choice and this can be added to the playlist, this will be in aid of
Ashburton Primary School Parent & Teachers Association
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APPENDIX 8 — ITEM 045/24
Bill Allen, DNPA Area Ranger — Report to Full Council, 121" March.

1. As always, the public rights of way network keeps us busy across the seven parishes that |
cover and beyond; with the ‘to do’ list always being added to as fast as we can tick things off!

2. We are very grateful to our Voluntary Wardens, Engagement Volunteers and volunteers, both

individuals and groups who assist us in so many ways - practical tasks, assisting at events,
litter picking and surveying the path network, which like an MOT, identifies tasks to be done
on a computer system.
The work carried out by the Haytor 2"¢ Sunday volunteers has improved access up to and
around Haytor quarry, thus enabling those with mobility issues to also enjoy this beautiful
place — part of our ‘Miles without stiles’ project - details can be found on the DNPA website
www.dartmoor.gov.uk

3. We are now well into the lambing and ground nesting bird season (15t March — 31 July) so a
timely reminder that all dogs should be on a lead or very close control when on the open
moorland please. Sadly, we have had several recent incidents of dogs attacking and killing
sheep in the area and the disturbance to ground nesting birds is extremely detrimental to
their welfare.

4. Our Ranger Ralph Club (5 — 12 year olds) and Junior Ranger Programme (13 — 18 year olds)
have both had very good years and continue to prove popular with the respective age groups.

5. Inthe wider Teignbridge area, we have seen an unacceptable increase in fly tipping of build-
ing and roofing material, as well as green garden waste — Please report any sightings to TDC
via their online reporting system, as they have responsibility for investigating and removal,
which is very costly. There has also been serious damage done by off road 4x4 users dam-
aging a fragile area in adjacent parishes to Ashburton.

6. If anyone is interested in volunteering or in the various opportunities for children and young
people, please refer to our website - www.dartmoor.gov.uk
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