Aghburton Toton Council

MINUTES OF THE FULL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON
TUESDAY 10" DECEMBER 2024 At 7.30pm
IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF THE TOWN HALL

Present: Clirs. Hogbin (Chair), Bovey, Distin, Giles, Nutley, Pugh, Turner, Vogel & Wood.
In attendance: Clerk, Deputy Clerk, Office Administrator; Clirs. Major & Rogers (TDC),
Portreeve, Master Bailiff and 11 members of the public.

189.24 Apologies.

The Clerk noted apologies had been received from CllIr. Hext due to ill health and ClIrs.
Pickvance and Searight due to prior engagements. Clir. Turner proposed to accept these
apologies; seconded by Clir. Wood. All in favour.

190.24 Declarations of interest.
Clir. Wood declared an interest in item 195.24 ii. as Chair of Trustees for Ashburton
Swimming Pool. ClIr. Hogbin declared an interest in BYP.

191.24 Public comments and statements.

There were several residents wishing to make statements.

i.  Aresident living locally to the swimming pool made a complaint regarding the early
morning fitness classes and loud music.

ii.  Another resident requested an update regarding any prosecution regarding the
removal of the Dolbeare sycamore tree at Business Park sycamore.

iii.  The Chair of BYP enquired where the proposed £24,000 earmarked for the
swimming pool had come from as BYP had not been informed of other funding
options.

iv.  Aresident suggested that the money saved from co-opting rather than election of
the new Councillors be utilised to fund a postal referendum

v.  The Chair of the swimming pool explained that they had been offered £5,000 from
the Hospital League of Friends. She explained, if they are awarded the £24,000 and
£30,000 from the Council this would enable then to open next year, although would
still need to raise a further £75,000 for lining the pool.

The Clerk also summarised two emailed statements that had been received.

vi.  One resident felt that the decision about giving £30,000 each to The Pool and BYP
has been ‘railroaded’ and requested the Council considered match-funding.

vii.  The second email outlined that this would set a precedent and noted that the
Hospital League of Friends has £180,000 that they need to spend by the end of the
financial year.

Clir. Hogbin responded to these comments by delivering a public statement outlining the

reasoning for the proposed financial support.

Item 195.24 was also discussed at this point — see minutes below
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192.24 To receive and approve the minutes of the previous meeting on 12t
November 2024.
The Chair confirmed that the minutes had been circulated. The Clerk summarised the
actions - Item 180.24, regarding the removal of the tree at Dolbeare Business Park, will be
taken to January’s GP meeting.

ACTION
Item 184.24, recommendations for the HR subcommittee on working from home will be
taken to an HR meeting to be held early next year.

ACTION
Clir. Hogbin highlighted the notes circulated earlier to Councillors. She requested they
pause and consider whether the consultation had reached sufficient households; what
other course of action could have been taken; whether the consultation should period be
extended; whether there should be a definitive polling day and whether the Council should
hold a public meeting?

Clir. Turner reported that in 2017 Teignbridge District Council helped Buckfastleigh
circulate information out to the public, requesting why Ashburton did not get the help now.
CliIr. Nutley reported that he had received comments from an elderly person who knew
nothing of the consultation for BYP and The Pool. He added he also raised concerns of the
financial implications of the precept, noting residents had raised concerns with him
regarding the affordability any increased contribution. ClIr. Nutley recommended the public
consultation be halted in favour of a full referendum, stating he had spoken to the TDC
Monitoring Officer who had offered to help. The Clerk reported that she had spoken to the
electoral department in October who indicated they were unable to help. She also
reminded CllIr. Nutley that he had voted in favour of this addition to the precept, despite
having had the opportunity to abstain or vote against the increase.

Clir. Wood defended the Council’s position regarding considerations of the increases on
lower income families and stated the decisions have been carefully considered over many
meetings. The Clerk recommended that standing orders be suspended considering
declared interests to allow Clir. Wood to continue to speak as Chair of the Swimming Pool.
Standing Orders Suspended.

Clir. Wood emphasised that the process with regard to the funding request had been taken
over many meetings. A member of the public sought clarification as to the time frames. Clir
Hogbin confirmed the original Swimming Pool funding request had been presented to
Council in September 2024. The Chair of BYP commended the actions of Council but
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raised concerns that the consultation may be having a negative effect on the organisations
concerned. She requested a way forward where every household have the ability to vote.
Standing Orders Reinstated

CliIr. Turner explained that the £24,000 would come from ear-marked reserves such the
money set aside for the clock repair (delayed). She explained that as the precept is paid
in two halves so, if agreed, the full £30,000 would not be available for either organisation in
April. CllIr. Giles proposed that TDC are contacted with regard to a referendum with the
proviso that it can be completed in time; seconded by Clir. Nutley. All in favour.

193.24. To consider the co-option of two new town councillors.
Clir. Nutley proposed Council accepted the two new Town Councillors, seconded by Clir.
Giles. Allin favour.
Clirs. Pugh and Vogel duly signed their Declaration of Office and were warmly welcomed
by The Mayor.
RESOLUTION TO CO-OPT

194.24. To receive the report from the Chair of the Finance and to resolve
recommendations from Finance Committee.
i. 162.24F to resolve the recommendation to approve the grant to the Poppy Appeal.
Clir. Turner proposed to give RBL the precepted £50 rather than just the cost of the
wreath; seconded by ClIr. Giles. All in favour.

RESOLUTION TO PAY GRANT
ii. 173.24F to resolve the recommendation to give Ashburton Swimming Pool £24,000
exclusively for repairs to the fabric of the pool.
Clir. Wood left the room due to her declared interest in the Swimming Pool.
Clir. Turner proposed that The Pool are given £24,000 specifically for repairs; seconded by
Clir. Distin. Majority in favour, ClIr. Giles voted against.
Clir. Wood was invited to rejoin the meeting.

RESOLUTION TO PAY GRANT
195.24. Correspondence.
The Clerk summarised two emails from members of the public. Redacted copies were
presented.
i. Email from resident raising concerns regarding the public consultation.
The resident wrote, concerned about the consultation not reaching all households due to
many people not using the internet or social media. They stated that there should be a
more formal referendum held, and every household given the opportunity to vote.
ii. Email from resident requesting correspondence with local MP regarding funding for the
Ashburton Swimming Pool and Bank Youth Project.
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A resident copied the council into an email sent to our MP. They requested that Mr Stride,
in his position as MP for Central Devon, raise the subject of District Council Funding so
that the county can invest in the future of our young people.

The Clerk also reported that she has since received two further emails — both requesting
permission to vote via email. Full details were provided which would allow proof of
residential eligibility. Council agreed that an emailed vote would be permissible provided
sufficient evidence was included to verify residency.

196.24. Councillors’ reports of attendance at sub committees and meetings of other
organisations.

ClIr. Hogbin attended BYP management meeting which involved much discussion about
funding. She reported that 2,062 individuals attended during the last year.

197.24. To suggest content for the Ashburton Town Council media post.
Several Councillors suggested that the media post should focus on the consultation.

198.24. Matters raised by Councillors for information only or on a future agenda.
CliIr. Vogel requested that the topic of housing be included in a future meeting, either
Planning or GP as the Clerk felt appropriate.

ACTION
CliIr. Turner gave information about the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) and explained
that Ashburton are not eligible to receive this as part of Dartmoor National Park.

CliIr. Hogbin thanked everyone and closed the meeting at 20.33.

Signed Date
Chair

4
https://ashburtonl.sharepoint.com/sites/AshburtonTownCouncil/Shared Documents/ATC Docs/Agendas and Minutes/Full
Council/Full Council Mins/2024/12. December minutes Full Council - 10 December 2024.docx



Aghburton Toton Council

MINUTES OF THE FULL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON
TUESDAY 10" DECEMBER 2024 At 7.30pm
IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF THE TOWN HALL

Summary of Actions from the Full Council Meeting
held on 10th December 2024.

192.24. To receive and approve the minutes of the previous meeting on 12t

November 2024.

e |tem 180.24 - the removal of the tree at Dolbeare Business Park to be taken to the GP
meeting in January.

e |tem 184.24 working at home policy to be discussed at the next HR meeting.

194.24. To receive the report from the Chair of the Finance and to resolve

recommendations from Finance Committee.

e 162.24F to pay £50 to the Poppy Appeal topping up the invoice for the wreath as a
grant.

198.24. Matters raised by Councillors for information only or on a future agenda.
e The topic of housing to be added to either Planning or GP as appropriate.
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