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Ashburton Town Council 
MINUTES OF THE FULL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON 
TUESDAY 8th OCTOBER 2024 At 7.30pm  

IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF THE TOWN HALL 

Present: Cllr. Hogbin (Chair) 
Cllrs. Bovey, Distin, Nutley, Parker, Pickvance and Searight. 

In attendance: Deputy Town Clerk, Office Administrator, Cllr. Major, Cllr. Rogers, The 
Portreeve, Chair of the Chamber of Trade and five members of the public.  
 

152.24 Apologies.  
The Deputy Clerk noted apologies had been received from Cllrs. Giles and Wood 
due to ill health, and Cllrs. Hext and Turner due to prior commitments.  Cllr. Nutley 
proposed to accept these apologies; seconded by Cllr. Pickvance. All in favour.   
In addition, the Town Clerk sent apologies due to illness.   

153.24 Declarations of Interest. 
Whilst not on the agenda, Cllr. Nutley wished to declare an interest in any 
discussions regarding the Dartmoor Lodge due to his affiliation with DNPA. 

154.24 Public comments and statements. 
A resident local to Dartmoor Lodge raised concerns regarding the noise and light 
pollution coming from the Little Lodge. He has reviewed what planning regulations 
are in place and feels they are not being adhered to. He highlighted that local 
residents are currently not able to enjoy their gardens and have to keep their 
windows closed. Cllr. Hogbin proposed that this be discussed further at a future 
planning meeting and that the gentleman be invited to return.                      ACTION     

155.24 To receive and approve the minutes of the previous meetings on 10th 
September 2024.    
Cllr. Hogbin confirmed that the minutes had been circulated. Actions were reviewed 
and the minutes were duly signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting.   
• 151.24 Cycle parking - Cllr. Pickvance proposed that this item be moved to the 

November Finance meeting; seconded by Cllr. Hogbin.  All in favour.         ACTION 
Cllr. Searight proposed to accept these minutes, seconded by Cllr. Bovey.  All in 
favour. 

156.24 To receive The Mayor’s report.    
Cllr. Hogbin presented her report (Appendix 1) highlighting the recent events she 
had attended and raised some local concerns. She requested that parking on 
Chuley Road be added to a future General Purposes committee agenda and noted 
that BYP is already on the Finance agenda for next week.                             ACTION      

157.24 To receive the Police report.       
The Deputy Clerk presented the Police report (Appendix 2) and noted that PC 
Hurrell and PCSO Campbell-Moseley are due to attend the next Full Council 
meeting in November. 
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158.24 Teignbridge District Council report.       
Cllr. Nutley outlined the communications regarding the TDC considerations of pop-
up businesses to be located in the Kingsbridge Lane car park. He also noted that 
he had been advised EV charging points will be installed by the end of the year.  
Cllr. Nutley raised his concern that pop-ups may have a detrimental effect on the 
existing business in Town. He also noted that Newton Abbot market is due to re-
open on 16th October. 
Cllr. Rogers reminded the Council of the free Cost of Living event on 20th 
November; free transport will be provided from Buckfastleigh.  
Cllr. Major reported that Teignbridge Executive are restructuring and will also be 
reviewing how Council Tax Credit works.   

159.24 Devon County Council report.      
The Deputy Clerk reported that no report had been received. 

160.24 To receive the report from the Chair of the Finance committee.  
Cllr. Distin confirmed that the minutes had been circulated and actions were 
reviewed.  He asked for clarification as to which agenda the swimming pool funding 
will be placed.  The Deputy Clerk noted it is due for discussion at the next Finance 
Committee.     

161.24 
 

 

To receive the report from the Chair of the Planning committee.     
The Deputy Clerk noted that there was no Planning Committee last month. Cllr. 
Searight has met with the architect of the Dolbeare Business Park and reported that 
works have commenced. He had received assurance that that the large sycamore 
tree at the entrance of the site is intended to be saved; however, the access road 
may end up damaging the roots of the tree. Unfortunately, this may result in the 
tree dying at a later date but there is every intention of keeping the tree.  
As Chair of Planning, Cllr. Searight has been given the email address of the 
developer and proposed that he write with regard to ensuring the town centre is 
advertised well at Dolbeare; He also noted that he is happy to confer with the 
Chamber of Trade in this respect; seconded by Cllr. Bovey. All in favour. Cllr. 
Pickvance asked that the developer is reminded of the conservation area and the 
heritage site for bats. He asked what will happen to the bats if the area is over-
illuminated.                                                                                                     ACTION 

162.24 To receive the report from the Chair of the General-Purpose committee.     
There was no report to give as after a very short meeting last month, the 
Councillors undertook the Annual Town Inspection – an agenda item in this 
meeting.  
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163.24 To receive the report from the Ashburton Portreeve.  
Katherine Pugh presented her last report as the 1203rd Portreeve of Ashburton, 
noting that her charitable fundraising during her term has reached over £3000 
(Appendix 3). 
 

164.24 To agree action to be taken regarding the proliferation of A-boards and 
flyposting in the Town Centre. 
The Deputy Clerk shared notes from the Annual Town Inspection and shared an 
example of a DCC leaflet on A-board guidance. Pavements in Ashburton are 
narrow which is making it different to follow this guidance. Cllr. Distin noted that 
Ashburton do not own the pavements so cannot enforce removal. 
Standing Orders Suspended  
The Chair of the Chamber of Trade advised that the subject of A boards will be 
brought up at their next meeting, due the next day. He noted that there is no doubt 
they do make a difference to trade but perhaps an electronic display board 
somewhere would be a solution. The Deputy Clerk advised that a community notice 
board is already planned for the back wall of the Town Hall.  
Cllr. Bovey reported that both her and Cllr. Nutley removed a large amount of fly 
posters on the walkabout and reminded Councillors that this is illegal. Cllr. 
Pickvance asked that this be discussed further at the next GP meeting. 

                                                                          ACTION 
Standing Orders Reinstated   

165.24 Councillors’ reports of attendance at sub committees and meetings of other 
organisations. 
Cllr. Pickvance attended a recent Chamber of Trade meeting which he found very 
interesting. 

166.24 
 
 

To suggest content for the Ashburton Town Council media post. 
There was no discussion. 

167.24 Matters raised by Councillors for information only or on a future agenda. 
Cllr. Bovey thanked the Clerk for assistance at the recent Councillor Surgery event 
but reported that nobody came. Cllr. Nutley informed Councillors that he had been 
to Balland Lane and that the notice board there is falling apart, Cllr. Distin will pass 
this on to the Town Ranger. Cllr. Pickvance asked to made aware of anything 
happening with regard to cycle racks. Cllr. Searight asked whether a letter of 
thanks could be written regarding the Food Festival. Cllr. Hogbin reported that her 
next event is at the Late-Night Shopping on 5th December and asked if other 
Councillors could join her. 
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Cllr. Hogbin thanked everyone and closed the meeting at 21.01. 

 
 
Signed ____________________________ Date _______________ 
  Chair 
 

 
 

Actions arising from Full Council meeting of 8th October 2024 
 

154.24 Public comments and statements. 
Cllr. Hogbin proposed that the Little Lodge be discussed further at a 
future planning meeting and that the gentleman be invited to return.  

 

155.24 To receive and approve the minutes of the previous meetings on 
10th September 2024.    
Add cycle parking as an agenda item at the November Finance meeting. 
 

 

156.24 To receive The Mayor’s report.    
Add parking at Chuley Road to a future General Purposes committee 
agenda.        

 

161.24 To receive the report from the Chair of the Planning committee.     
Cllr. Searight to write to the Dolbeare developer and request that the 
town centre is advertised well there.   

 

164.24 To agree action to be taken regarding the proliferation of A-boards 
and flyposting in the Town Centre. 
Add this item to the next GP meeting agenda. 
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APPENDIX 1                                                                                                     ITEM 156.24 
 
Mayors report October 2024 

The last month has been quieter than previous months, but I have still enjoyed connecting with 
the community, meeting people where they are.  

My month began with my second civic event as part of the Food Festival. A particular thanks to 
Cllr. Turner who supported me with running the Councillors Surgery and organising volunteers to 
serve the tea and coffees. Thank you to all those who came to support the councillors surgery; 
Councillor Nutley, Cllr Parker, Cllr Woods and District Councillor Major. Thank you to the 
volunteers who served tea and coffee and those that ran the chocolate activity.  Although not 
many people passed by, it was great to be part of such an amazing event. The Food Festival had a 
great feel to it. It was nice to see more things organised by local people to increase the profile of 
their community engagement such as Growing Space and Ashburton Primary School. Well done to 
Dee Kilkelly and team for their hard work. 

I took the time during the Food Festival to walk around and chat to stall holders and local 
businesses. It was nice that so many people felt comfortable to share their thoughts on the council 
and things that are happening in the town.  

I attended a civic event at Dawlish, this was the installation of their new Mayor. It was great to see 
how another council run their civic events and of course meet fellow Mayors from other councils 
and hear about their work and plans. We all seem to have a similar mission of reaching out to the 
community and connecting with it.  

My last event was the Incon singers 30th anniversary concert. It was beautiful how we were taken 
around the world and through the years in song. Some very talented voices that took turns to sing 
solo. Some added drama to their pieces, which was very entertaining.  

As I start to be known across the town it is great to have a listening ear to hear what people have 
to share. People are concerned about the noise levels of the Little Lodge. Businesses would like to 
see some kind of promotion of the town at Dolbeare Meadow and the parking on Chuley Road is 
beginning to cause chaos. It is also interesting to hear people’s concerns about the future of our 
youth and BYP. 

I am thoroughly enjoying meeting the people where they are at. I look forward to another month 
of events and meetings.  
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APPENDIX 2                                                                                                   ITEM 157.24 
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APPENDIX 3                                                                                                ITEM 163.24 
 

 


