
Ashburton Town Council 
MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE HELD ON 

, Monday 17 Jan 2022 AT. 7.30PM 
in the Town Hall Chambers 

th 

 

1 
\\KAREN-PC\Users\Karen\Documents\ATC Docs\Agendas and Minutes\Finance Committee\Finance Mins\Finance 2022\01-Jan Finance Minutes 

2022.docx 

 
 
 
 

Present: Cllr. Distin (Chair) 
Cllrs. Baker, Crook, Giles, Nutley, Pickvance and Vogel 

In attendance: The Clerk and Deputy Clerk 
 

1/22F Apologies. 
The Clerk had received apologies from Cllrs. Pugh and Major who 
were both unwell and Cllrs. Parker-Khan, Hogbin & Bovey who all 
had previous engagements. 
Cllr. Distin Proposed the apologies be accepted, seconded by Cllr. 
Vogel. All in favour. 

2/22F Declarations of interest. 
None 

3/22F Public comments/statements. 
No members of the public present 

4/22F To receive the minutes of the previous meeting on 16th 

November 2021 
The previously approved minutes were duly signed by Cllr. Distin. 

 
Matters rising not appearing elsewhere on the agenda: 
111/21F- new insurance quote awaited to replace our current 
provider 
111/21F -one energy consultant quote received (Dartmoor Energy 
£360+vat). Devon Energy Partnership will quote but wish to review 
the premises (due next week). 
Cllr. Vogel suggested that TDC building control, having just 
undertaken a similar exercise, may have some useful leads. 
112/21F - the preferred contractor for Office 2 redecoration has 
been informed. Start date of the work to be confirmed by Dawes. 

5/22F Inspection of Accounts – Information Centre 
Cllr. Nutley examined the accounts and noted all was in order. 
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6/22F Cheque/BACS payments clearance for November and December 
2021. 
Cllr. Distin invited The Clerk to outline the financial statements (in 
Appendix 1.). 
The Town Council Nov/Dec transactions were reviewed, and 
queries clarified. 
The Clerk highlighted that the Information Centre statement had 
been simplified to summarise the Zettle transactions to cash and 
card payments, with charges listed as a separate summary. 
The Clerk also noted good takings in the Information Centre on both 
months. 
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7/22F Monthly precept and Town Hall income details. (Appendix 2) 
Precept – nothing untoward was noted. 
The Clerk highlighted the underspend in Insurance. 
Town Hall income 
New hall bookings continue to increase and existing and past 
regulars returning from COVID cancellations. 
Awaiting new lease with the increased rental payments. 
Planned increase in hall rental from April. New business hall-hire 
rate to be agreed with a discount/reward rate for regular bookings. 
Cllr. Vogel raised concern that the amount provided to donations 
and grants may need to reduce accordingly too if costs of the hall, 
such as the increased fuel costs, are not met. 
Clerk’s Office to compare hall hire costs elsewhere. 
Proposed Cllr. Crook, seconded by Cllr. Giles. All in favour 

Action 
Cllr. Crook proposed to accept the Cheque and BACS payments 
and monthly Precept and Town Hall income details en. bloc. 
seconded by Cllr. Giles. All in favour. 

8/22F Precept Planning 2022-3 
The draft Precept was reviewed (Appendix 3.) 
Fuel costs may rise, so additional provision for large increases to be 
made. The Clerk to check if fuel is fixed tariff with British Gas and 
Smart Energy and when this will end. 

Action 
The draft Administrator job description was supplied (Appendix 4). 
Final amendments to be agreed. 
Discussion arose regarding the Lengthsman post roles. Tidy 
Teignbridge funding to be utilised to part fund this post. The Clerk to 
apply. 

Action 
It was noted that as tax base has improved, these improvements  
will be funded at no increase to the taxpayer. 
Outstanding information and corrections noted prior to approval at 
Full Council. 

Action 
9/22F Town Lengthsman update and application for Tidy 

Teignbridge. 
The funding for the Lengthsman has been agreed in the above 
Precept. Application to be made for the Tidy Teignbridge funding. 
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10/22F Review Quotes for removing tree in Bulivers way. 
The Clerk noted the first quote had been received for £2,500. Two 
further quotes awaited. 
The Clerk wished specific thanks to be noted to Mr Baker for his 
ongoing monitoring of the trees. 
Plans to fell the tree as soon as possible due to safety concerns. 
The tree will have no protection order as it is diseased. 
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Cllr. Crook asked if this tree needed to be replaced. 
The Clerk agreed to contact Tree Planting Group. 

Action 
11/22F Queens Platinum Jubilee Celebrations. 

Cllr. Vogel Jubilee meeting initial meeting to be held on 27th 
January. He suggested that to get started, the Council would need 
to set aside £1,000. 
Groups such as Carnival may pick up some events. 
Sunday 10.30 service to lead onto Big Lunch/Picnic/Street Party. 
Venues to be reviewed, dependant on spacing requirements. To 
consider St Lawrence Lane; North Street; the Recreation Ground. 
For most events, the use of Portaloos would need to be considered. 
The Jubilee Beacon was discussed with The Parker family who are 
happy to arrange this. 
Insurance/liability – Cllr. Pugh to undertake risk assessments, road 
closures etc. and apply for possible funding 
It was noted that there were excess COVID funds sitting in the 
account which could be utilised. The Clerk to discuss this with the 
COVID Team Executive Group. 
The importance of co-ordinating the Town Diary for that weekend 
was discussed, possibly to be held by the Town Hall and or the 
Information Centre. 
Beating of the Bounds to occur on the Saturday or Sunday. Funding 
to be sought. 

/22F Matters raised by Councillors for information only or possible 
inclusion on a future agenda 

 
Portreeve would like chains cleaned and repaired. He is doing the 
research to get some quotes for cleaning and repair. 
Cllr. Crook asked that if the Stone Park application was refused, 
whether the application could be revisited, and a condition added 
that the parking spaces could only be sold to residents. 
Cllr. Vogel explained this could not our as privately owned land 
could not be covenanted. He added that this application was still 
being discussed at the DNPA. 

 
Cllr. Distin thanked everyone for attending and closed the public meeting at 
20:50 

 
Signed___________________    Date 

Chair 
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Summary of actions 
 
 

7/22F Monthly precept and Town Hall income details. 
Clerk’s Office to compare hall hire costs elsewhere 

8/22F Precept Planning 2022-3 
i. The Clerk to check if current fuel tariff is fixed and when this fixed term 

will end. 
ii. The Clerk to apply for Tidy Teignbridge funding. 

iii. Average Band D needed for and precept header to be corrected to read 
‘21/22’ 

10/22F Review Quotes for removing tree in Bulliver’s way. 
The Clerk to contact Tree Planting Group (ACE) regarding re-planting a 
replacement for the beech tree. 

11/22F Queens Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 
The Clerk to discuss use of the COVID account funds with the COVID 
Team Executive Group. 
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Appendix 1 - Cheque/BACS payments clearance 
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Appendix 2 – Monthly Precept and Town Hall income 
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Appendix 3 - Draft 2022-23 Precept 
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