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Ashburton Town Council 
MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE HELD ON 

Tuesday 15th February 2022 AT. 7.30PM 
in the Town Hall Chambers 

Present: Cllr. Distin (Chair) 
Cllrs. Pugh, Major, Giles, Nutley, Pickvance and Vogel 

In attendance: The Clerk  
 
13/22F Apologies. 

The Clerk had received apologies from Cllr. Crook who is unwell. 
Cllr. Distin proposed the apologies be accepted, seconded by Cllr. 
Giles. All in favour. 
 

14/22F Declarations of interest. 
There were no declarations of Interests 
 

15/22F Public comments/statements. 
No members of the public present 
 

16/22F To receive the minutes of the previous meeting on 17th January 
2022 
The previously approved minutes were duly signed by Cllr. Distin. 
 

17/22F Inspection of Accounts – Town Hall 
Cllr. Major examined the accounts and noted all was in order. 
 

18/22F Cheque/BACS payments clearance for January 2022 
Cllr. Distin invited The Clerk to outline the financial statements (in 
Appendix 1.).  
The Town Council January transactions were reviewed, and queries 
clarified. 
Cllr Distin asked about the charge for the repairs to the hot water 
boiler as this was quiet high. The Clerk explained that the plumber 
had said the price would be lower than the final amount, and he did 
note that the costs were higher then he had assumed. 
Cllr questioned the amount paid to Peninsular pensions and the 
clerk confirmed the amounts were as appendix 1 
 

19/22F Monthly precept and Town Hall income details. (Appendix 2) 
Precept – nothing untoward was noted. 
 

 Cllrs discussed the amount set aside for the swimming pool had not 
been spent, the Clerk confirmed that this had not ben used and the 
Councillors had agreed to roll over as at the time in discussions with 
the swimming pool there were some issues with audit trail and 
making and making sure that the money was targeted to the 
selected group. 
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 Cllr. Major proposed to accept the Cheque and BACS payments 
and monthly Precept and Town Hall income details en. bloc. 
seconded by Cllr. Nutley. All in favour. 
 

20/22F Review of Town Hire charges for 2022-23 
Councillors discussed the proposed increase to the Town Hall hire 
charges.  
The New Schedule of Charges was agreed as per (Appendix 3) The 
Charges for the Kitchen have increased. The Local community 
organisations have not increased and the has been an increase for 
local commercial groups and a 10% discount for regular users. This 
defined by groups that have 10 or more sessions per year. 
Cllr Distin Proposed to accept the new charges and this was 
seconded by Cllr Pugh. All in Favour. 
 

21/22F Town Lengthsman update and Tidy Teignbridge application. 
The funding for the town “ranger has been agreed for next year’s 
precept. It was agreed that the person appointed will be on a self-
employed basis and will require chapter eight. The clerk will draw up 
a job description after discussions with Buckfastliegh Clerk. 
The Clerk confirmed that he had applied to Teignbridge for the Tidy 
Teignbridge Grant and he word forward a copy of the application to 
all Councillors. 

Action 
22/22F Matters raised by councillors for information only or possible 

inclusion on a future agenda 
• Town Hall Cooker Councillors discussed the cooker in the 

kitchen.  Clerk will have the cooker inspected and look at 
possibility of replacing  

• Christmas Lights, will cancel taking down Christmas lights 
due to the weather and re arrange for the week after (27th 
Feb) 

• Clerk to check with the Carnival Committee to look at the 
state of bunting  

• Decorating for office 3 clerk to chase and speak to the 
contractor. 

• Request from Discover Ashburton for help in funding this 
year’s publication. To be added to finance agenda  

• Ashburton.org website added to next finance agenda  
• Clerk to arrange the and advertise the Town Lottery Grants  
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Cllr. Distin thanked everyone for attending and closed the public meeting at 
20.50 

Signed _____________________________  Date__________________ 

 Chair 

 

 

 

 Summary of actions 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21/22F Town Ranger Update 
Clerk to put together a job description for “Town Ranger”  

Send out the application to all councillors for the Tidy Teignbridge  

 

 

 

 

22/22F 

 

 

Matter raised  
 i. Clerk to have the cooker serviced  

ii. Ask the Carnival committee to look at the condition of the bunting 

iii. Advertise and the Town Lottery Grants  

iv Finance agenda for next meeting  

Request for funding for Discover Ashburton  

Ashburton.org Website  
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Appendix 1 - Cheque/BACS payments clearance 
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Appendix 2 – Monthly Precept and Town Hall income 
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Appendix 3 – Town Hall Letting Prices  
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