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Present: Cllr. Giles (Chair) 
Cllrs. Bovey, Distin, Nutley, Pickvance & Vogel. 

In attendance: The Clerk and Deputy Clerk, Chair of the Chamber of Trade and The 
Portreeve. 

 
016/22 Apologies. 

Apologies were received from Cllrs. Major and Pugh who were unwell and  
Cllrs. Baker and Hogbin who both had previous engagements. 
Cllr. Parker-Khan also sent apologies.  
Cllr. Nutley proposed these apologies be accepted, seconded by Cllr. Bovey.  
All in favour. 

017/22 Declarations of interest. 
Cllr. Nutley noted he abstains on voting due to his membership of both the DNPA 
and Teignbridge Planning committees. 
Cllr. Vogel abstains from voting decisions within the DNPA and comments only if 
asked his opinion. Cllr. Vogel also declared his positions of Chair of Ashburton 
Community Land Trust (ACLT); South Devon Rural Housing Association 
(SDRHA) Board Member; Community Led Homes Accredited Advisor and an ACT 
Member. 
Cllr. Pickvance declared a personal interest in planning application 0028/21. 

018/22 Public comments/statements.  
No members of the public wished to speak. 

019/22 To receive the minutes of the previous meeting on 18th January 2022. Cllr. 
Giles noted the minutes from 17th January had been circulated. With no matters 
arising, Cllr. Distin proposed they be accepted as a true and accurate record, 
seconded by Cllr. Pickvance. All in favour. 

020/22 Police Report 
The Clerk outlined the January crime figures (Appendix 1.) obtained from Ashburton 
& Buckfastleigh | Devon and Cornwall Police (devon-cornwall.police.uk), and noted 
that PC. Dudley had attended the Police Surgery that morning.  
The next Police Surgery is planned for 8th March. 

021/22 Finance Committee Chair’s report 
Cllr. Distin noted the minutes from 17th January had been circulated and with 
no matters arising, proposed they be accepted as a true and accurate record. 
This was seconded by Cllr. Crook. All in favour. 

 
 
  

 
 
 
 

Ashburton Town Council 
MINUTES OF THE FULL TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON 

Tuesday 8th February 2022 
At 7.30pm in The Town Hall 

https://www.devon-cornwall.police.uk/your-area/teams/Ashburton-Buckfastleigh/Overview
https://www.devon-cornwall.police.uk/your-area/teams/Ashburton-Buckfastleigh/Overview
https://www.devon-cornwall.police.uk/your-area/teams/Ashburton-Buckfastleigh/Overview
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022/22 Planning Committee Chair’s report. 
Cllr. Pickvance noted the minutes from 26th January had been circulated. With no 
matters arising, Cllr. Distin proposed they be accepted as a true and accurate record, 
seconded by Cllr. Giles.  All in favour. 
 
Cllr. Pickvance then asked for each to outline the planning applications for 
consideration: 

 0028/21 76 East St, Ashburton. 
Loft dormer extension with minor internal alterations. 
The Clerk noted that Cllr. Baker was unable to review the documents. It was agreed 
this application would now be reviewed under delegated powers. 
 

 21/02911/NPA The Shippen, Moor View, Alston Cross, TQ13 7LJ 
Prior Approval under Part 3 Class Q (a) and (b) and paragraph W of the GDPO for 
change of use of agricultural building to a dwelling. 
Cllr. Pickvance outlined the report (see Appendix 1), suggesting this application 
be supported with the proviso that it meets the General Permitted Development 
Order. This was seconded by Cllr. Distin, all in favour. 

 0322/16 Linhay Quarry extension – non-material amendment 
A minor amendment to the Alston Farm interim access route as part of the approved 
Linhay Hill Quarry extension. 
Cllr. Crook outlined his review of the revisions. They being minor, he recommended 
that Councillors support the amended application. This proposal was seconded by 
Cllr. Pickvance. All in favour. 
 023/22 General Purposes Committee Chair’s Report 
Cllr. Nutley noted the minutes from 26th January had been circulated. Cllr. Vogel 
proposed they be accepted as a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr. 
Pickvance. All in favour. 
Cllr. Nutley provided feedback on matters arising 
06/22GP regarding recent discussions regarding the use of motorbikes in the 
recreation ground with the Teignbridge District Council Head of Operations. It was 
suggested a notice be placed on the gate but warned that it was unlikely that this 
would be policed due to the late nature of the offences. 
07/22GP discussions with Teignbridge District Council Waste Manager regarding 
the cardboard recycling service suggested there is no budget to extend the service 
for the purchase and emptying of an additional service. They also raised concerns 
that the service may be used by traders for the disposal of commercial waste. It was 
suggested residents apply for an additional green box. 
Cllr. Nutley added that the Heads of Terms agreement was now signed for the 
sandbag store in Kingsbridge Lane carpark, so work can commence with 
permission now granted. 
 024/22 Information Centre Committee Chair’s Report 
Cllr. Bovey outlined her report (Appendix 3) highlighting that trade is slowly 
improving. Cllr. Bovey also highlighted two new expressions of interest in 
volunteering. Thanks were expressed to Mr. Alan Lambourne for support with the 
stock check this coming Monday. 
 

025/22 Platinum Jubilee Celebration update. 
Cllr. Bovey noted the steering group was well attended and planning was 
underway for the Town Party on the Sunday and other events over the Jubilee 
Celebration (see report Appendix 4). 
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026/22 Teignbridge District Council Report 
Cllr. Nutley was present and provided a summary of the TDC budget which was 
accepted the Oversight and Scrutiny Groups I and II, and by The Executive 
Committee today. The budget awaits adoption at Full Council later this month. 

Decarbonisation works at Forde House has ceased following the collapse of the 
contactor, Midas. Other work being undertaken such as at leisure facilities is being 
awarded to alternative contactors. 

Sadly, the local Environmental Warden has reported damage to the A-frame signage 
in the recreation park, leading to its removal. 
Cllr. Pickvance asked that Debbie Stevens be thanked for the hard work she does. 
Cllr. Nutley agreed to pass this on formally. 

Cllr. Bovey requested an update on the purchase of Cleder Place. Cllr. Nutley 
reported he had not heard anything from the Assets Department and agreed to chase 
them again.  
He also noted that the Dartmoor National Park Authority Rangers were trialing the 
use of body cameras following incidents of verbal and physical abuse. 
 

027/22 Devon County Council Report 
The Clerk outlined the DCC report circulated previously (Appendix 5).  
Cllr. Nutley agreed the 20mph discussions were to be placed on the next General 
Purposes Committee agenda. 
Cllr. Crook raised his concerns how this would be adequately policed.  

028/22 Chamber of Trade update 
The Chair outlined his report, highlighting that the new Executive Committee was now 
in place and that membership (now 68) was growing steadily. The Chair also noted 
the group were undertaking a review of the current services and facilities, and 
formally invited a Council representative to attend the monthly meetings. 
Cllr. Vogel agreed to attend on behalf of Ashburton Town Council. 

Action 

The Chair had been asked by members for an update on the brown signage for 
Ashburton. Cllr. Nutley explained there was a long-standing communication, and that 
he would chase National Highways. 
 
The Chair agreed to provide detail of the distribution of trades amongst the 
membership for the next meeting. 

Action 
The Chair thanked Cllr. Pickvance for his suggestion regarding a communal 
cardboard compactor amongst the traders in Town. 
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29/22 Approval to work to remove the beech tree on Bulliver’s Way. 
The Clerk presented the three quotes tendered, explaining two were local and one 
was a larger firm with a local connection. He answered queries on additional aspects 
of the quotes such as traffic management and re-planting. 

All Councillors agreed a preference for a local tree surgeon. Cllr. Distin proposed the 
middle quotation be accepted, seconded by Cllr. Nutley. All in favour. 

The Clerk confirmed for this quote, work would commence in the third week in March. 
The Clerk agreed to review current restrictions on nesting birds with the Trees and 
Landscape Officer at the DNPA. 

Action 

030/22 Report on the new R.I.V. 
Cllr. Distin presented his report to Council, providing an overview of the three types of 
vehicles highlighting their different equipment and water capacities. 
Cllr. Distin requested a letter be sent to the Fire Authority from Ashburton Town 
Council in support of the fire fighters of Ashburton. 
Cllr Crook, agreed a letter should be sent highlighting concerns to the changes to the 
available equipment, commenting it appeared to be a ‘back-door closure.’ 
Cllr. Distin clarified queries that back-up would likely come from the bigger RIVs 
stationed at Buckfastleigh or Bovey Tracey, but this would be dependent on 
availability. Cllr. Distin provided data supporting increased availability and improved 
response times from Ashburton station over the last three years. 
Cllr. Pickvance seconded this proposal, agreeing The Clerk should draft a letter 
stating the improved response times and availability for next Full Council. 
All in favour. 

Action 
Cllr. Distin agreed to supply the relevant contact details, and suggested Councillors 
visit the station on a training night to view the old and proposed vehicles. 
Cllr. Distin to invite the relevant crews to display vehicles for Councillors to view. 

Action 
 
 031/22 

 
i. 

Councillors’ reports on attendance at sub committees and meetings of other 
organisations. 
Cllr. Crook attended the inaugural Linhay Hill Quarry Local Liaison Group which 
outlined the purpose of the group and provided updates on Conditions of Discharge 
and the proposed project programme. The next meeting has been proposed for 
September 2022. 

ii. Cllr. Vogel highlighted he had written an article for Around Ashburton regarding 
advice for applications to The Meads. He is awaiting a meeting of the Community 
Land Trust later this month to finalise the advertisement, but clients are to be 
advised to make clear their Ashburton connection for the Longstone Cross 
development. 
Cllr. Vogel noted that individuals interested in the Shared Ownership scheme are 
advised to contact LiveWest directly who will provide guidance through the 
process. Section 106 planning obligations call for a 5-year local connection, but 
Cllr. Vogel mentioned consideration would be given to those with less of the 
mortgage arrangement are already in place.  
Cllr. Vogel outlined additional evidence in support of the critically short supply of 
social and affordable accommodation at 75% market value.   
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iii. The Clerk raised that the Bank Youth Project had requested another 
representative following the resignation of Cllr. Parker Khan from Ashburton 
Town Council.  
The Clerk agreed to discuss this with Cllr. Baker who acts a Trustee 

Action 
032/22 Matters raised by Councillors for information only or possible inclusion 

on a future agenda. 
Cllr. Bovey raised that Carnival Committee had managed to vote in a skeleton 
Executive committee who agreed, for 2022, to concentrate efforts on supporting 
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations and forgo the usual late June 
Carnival week this year. 
She added, all new members would be most welcome.  

 
Cllr. Giles thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 20.55 

 
 
 
 
 

Signed        Date      
 

 
Summary of actions 

 
026/22 Teignbridge District Council Report 

Cllr. Nutley to chase the Assets Department re Cleder Place purchase. 

027/22 Devon County Council Report 
The Clerk to place the 20mph discussions on the next General Purposes 
Committee agenda. 
 028/22 

i 
Chamber of Trade update 
Cllr. Nutley to chase National Highways regarding replacement of the 
brown signs. 

ii The Chair to provide detail of the distribution of trades amongst the 
membership for the next meeting. 

029/22 Approval to work to remove the beech tree on Bulliver’s Way 
The Clerk to instruct the agreed tender and review current restrictions on 
nesting birds with the Trees and Landscape Officer at the DNPA. 
 030/22 

i. 
Report on the new R.I.V. 
The Clerk to draft a letter to the Fire Authority raising concerns regarding 
the proposed changes to the R.I.V equipment and stating the improved 
response times and availability for next Full Council. 
 

ii. Cllr. Distin to supply the relevant contact details and invite the relevant 
crews to display vehicles for Councillors to view on a training night. 

 031/22 
 

iii. 

Councillors’ reports on attendance at sub committees and meetings 
of other organisations. 

The Clerk to discuss with Cllr. Baker regarding an alternative Town 
Council representative for the Bank Youth Project. 
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Appendix 1. – Police report 

 
 

  

Neighbourhood Police Report 

January 2022 

  

This report covers the area of Ashburton & Buckfastleigh Neighbourhood Police Team. 

The area is served by the Neighbourhood Police team, working out of Ashburton Police 
station 

The team is led by Sgt Seth Saunders, supported by PC Andy Dudley. At this time there is 
no dedicated PCSO for this area so, other staff are picking up tasks when required. 

  

In January 2022 in this area, there were approximately 35 recorded crimes reported to 
the Police. 

Ashburton; 18 

Bickington; 3 

Buckfastleigh; 11 

Gurrington; 2 

Holne; 1 

  

The crimes most recorded were 

There were 13 assaults. 

There were 6 harassment offences. 

There were 6 theft related offences. 

There were 6 criminal damage offences 

  

The Police responded to approximately 75 other incidents in the same period. This 
includes road traffic collisions, concerns for welfare, missing people, highway obstructions 
and suspicious activity. 

  

The Neighbourhood Police team continues to support our communities and work with 
individuals, groups, and organisations to keep out areas safe. 

In an emergency always dial 999 

If you have a non-urgent policing concerns, you can contact the team through the Devon 
and Cornwall Police website, or email 101@dc.police.uk 

  

release date: 05 Feb 2022 



7 
C:\Users\Karen\Documents\ATC Docs\Agendas and Minutes\Full Council\Full Council Mins\Feb Full Council Minutes 2022.docx 

  

Appendix 2. – Planning reports 
 
21/02911/NPA The Shippen, Moor View, Alston Cross, TQ13 7LJ 
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Appendix 3 – Information Centre Committee Chair’s Report 

 

Information Centre Report Full Council Meeting 8 Feb 2022 

Visitors to the centre are slowly picking up and we are pleased to say the ‘locals’ are 
beginning to know who we are. 

Councillor Giles and myself have been busy re-stocking the centre with various 
maps and local books and have been doing our stint on a Saturday morning, getting 
up to date with admin work as well as manning the centre this seems an ideal time 
and is working well, knowing that the volunteers are very capable of running the 
centre in the week. 

New locally made gifts look amazing and I’m sure will sell well. 

A stock check hopefully we be started on Monday when we are closed, thanks to 
Alan Lambourne for volunteering to help apart from his two-day commitment in the 
centre. 

Hopefully we will be able to resume Monday opening as we have had two more 
people volunteer but I don’t think this is possible until the end of the month. 

Councillor Ann Bovey 
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Appendix 4   
 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 

Co-ordinators Report for Full Council 

8 February 2022                            

The steering group had their first meeting just under 2 weeks ago and was well attended.  

Things are moving quickly as the town starts to realise about the Jubilee and besides the 
group putting on a main event a Town Street Party on the Sunday 5 June other events are 
being held by different organisations.  

Thursday 2-5 June Start of the Flower Festival in St Andrews followed by wine and cheese. 

Event to be held by the RBL probably a BBQ and music event. 

Lighting of the Beacon 

Friday 

Start   of Beating of the Bounds over a two-day period, finishing on Saturday with a BBQ at 
the RBL grounds. 

Sunday 

Church Service at St Andrews 

Jubilee Street Party 

We have had another £1000.00 donated by the Covid Response Team and Carnival have 
decided not to organise a Carnival week this year and will support the Jubilee. They to have 
donated another £1000.00. 

I am sure there will be other events being held either by other organisations of indeed 
private street parties.  

Watch this space. 

 

Councillor Ann Bovey 
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Appendix 5 – County Councillors’ Report 

County Council Report – Feb 2022 
Not too much to report that has a major significance specifically to Ashburton apart from budget 
setting at both TDC and County (money is extremely tight!) and the following from DCC: 
At the Cabinet meeting on the 8th December a resolution was agreed to allow 20mph schemes to be 
progressed in 22/23 for those communities that request them (Item 87: Agenda for Cabinet on 
Wednesday, 8th December, 2021, 10.30 am - Democracy in Devon) 
 
At that time it was proposed to undertake this while DCC awaited the outcomes of our Newton Abbot 
study. You may have seen the recent press release: Residents reject Newton Abbot-wide 20mph limit - 
but back lower speeds near schools - News (devon.gov.uk) but it is worth highlighting now that the 
residents of Newton Abbot did not support a community wide 20, nor did they support 20 as a default 
in residential streets. They did however support 20s outside schools and DCC will be working with 
Elected Members to develop a study around this. 
With the outcome of the Newton Abbot consultation in mind it is essential that there is a strong 
indication of community support when DCC assess requests for 20s. Therefore, DCC propose to involve 
Town and Parish Councils in the application process and invite them to liaise with Elected Members in 
submitting applications. 
A significant number of expressions of interest have already been submitted by elected Members but 
in order to accurately assess the demand, DCC want communities to identify the extent of their 
desired 20 mph limit, identifying community support and alignment to the assessment criteria. A web 
form has been set up that reflects key components of the assessment matrix shared in the report 
submitted to the 8th December Cabinet. 
The next steps will be for elected Members to work with their communities to complete applications, 
it is important that every application is supported both by the Town or Parish Council and Elected 
Member prior to assessment. 
 
To allow for assessment and prioritisation for schemes to be delivered in 22/23 all submissions must 
be complete by 31st March. The application form can be found here:  
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=gzehjWjLP0S7S5l_d_1b--
5dwfBlK5FLq2JDYJig56BUOUxTSUswVElHWDVISEZIQUZSTTBWN1U3OS4u 
Given that the Newton Abbot project will not progress for a fully community 20mph scheme it is 
intended that new 20s implemented through this project will form part of the study to inform future 
County Policy. 
I know that historically there has been some community desire for a Twenty’s Plenty type campaign, 
so this may be something the Town Council would wish to be involved with. 
Please let me know if you would like to be involved in the scheme and I can liaise with you to complete 
the application form within the deadline. 
Many thanks, 
 
Cllr Sarah Parker-Khan 
Ashburton & Buckfastleigh Division 
07920 003112 
 
 
 
  

https://democracy.devon.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=133&MId=4177&Ver=4)
https://democracy.devon.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=133&MId=4177&Ver=4)
https://democracy.devon.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=133&MId=4177&Ver=4)
https://www.devon.gov.uk/news/residents-reject-newton-abbot-wide-20mph-limit-but-back-lower-speeds-near-schools/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/news/residents-reject-newton-abbot-wide-20mph-limit-but-back-lower-speeds-near-schools/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/news/residents-reject-newton-abbot-wide-20mph-limit-but-back-lower-speeds-near-schools/
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Appendix 6 - Ashburton Chamber of Trade Report 
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Appendix 7 

Cllr. Distin – Report on the R-I-V 

There are 3 different types of pumps which attend incidents in Devon & Somerset, 
this does not include the specialist pumps which attend incidents. These are an  

M R P Medium Response Pump at the cost of £300,000.00 

L R P Light Response Pump at the cost of £200,000.00 

R I P Rapid Intervention Pump at the cost of £140,000.00 

All these vary in size which would also mean that they carry different amounts of 
equipment. 

Ashburton has an MRP at present about 15 years old with 25,000 miles on the 
clock at the end of the day it is a lorry & is capable of doing 100.000 miles plus. 

So, Ashburton is being given an RIV which has a lot less equipment this 
equipment being 

1. Water capacity 800 Litres at present 1800 Litres 

2. No LPP at present we have one 

3. No CAFS at present we have full CAFS capability 

4. No PPV at present we have PPV capability 

5. 5 70mm hoses 5 45mm hoses at present 8 70mm hoses 8 45mm hoses 

6. No Ground Monitor, No Waterwall at present we have both 

7. Battery Combi Tool at present full dedicated cutting equipment 

8. No winching equipment at present we have full set. 

9. No Scoop stretcher at present we have one 

10. No 13.5 metre ladder No roof ladder at present we have both. The ladder 
which is on the RIV is a 9 metre 

11. 2 Beaters at present we have 5 

We have other bits of equipment which have at the moment which I have not 
listed 

Our main concern is being the lack of water which is now less than half although it 
is 800 litres if you go below 200 litres in the tank you cannot pump water unless 
you have a positive supply coming in. 

Our other concern is lack of dedicated battery cutting equipment for RTC 
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It is no doubt we will get to incidents a lot quicker but if you cannot do anything 
due to the lack of equipment it is pointless 

The fire service will defend their decision by saying that we will be supported by 
other appliances but in the real world this might not happen due to other incidents 
happening & crew shortages. 

To add insult to injury Buckfastleigh have a LRP at present but it is being changed 
to a MRP in the near future which they knew nothing about. 

We welcome change but not at the detriment of community safety were lives 
could be put at risk. 

With the exception of Porlock, all the stations proposed to be closed in the safer 
together programme all those stations are being given a RIV 

The RIVS are a second away appliance on a 2-pump station not a first away 
appliance. 

It is nothing to do with being safer together it is a cost saving project a back-door 
way of closing fire stations in the long term. Very similar to the way that the old 
people’s homes were run down & the cost was too much to bring them back up to 
a sufficient standard, so they closed them. 

 


