Agphburton Toton Council

MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE HELD ON
Tuesday 15"February 2022 AT. 7.30PM
in the Town Hall Chambers

Present: Cllr. Major (Chair)
Clirs. Pugh, Distin, Giles, Nutley, Bovey and Crook
In attendance: The Clerk and 2 members of the public

23/22F Apologies.
The Clerk had received apologies from ClIr. Vogel who has a
previous engagement Clir. Giles proposed the apologies be
accepted, seconded by Clir. Crook. All in favour.

24/22F Declarations of interest.
There were no declarations of Interests

25/22F Public comments/statements.
No members of the public present

26/22F To receive the minutes of the previous meeting on 15t
February 2022
The previously approved minutes were duly signed by ClIr. Major.

27/122F Inspection of Accounts — Information centre
Cllr. Major examined the accounts and noted all was in order.

28/22F Cheque/BACS payments clearance for February 2022

Cllr. Major invited The Clerk to outline the financial statements (in
Appendix 1.). The Clerk noted that there was and addition to the
accounts of the Queen’s Jubilee celebrations .
The Town Council March transactions were reviewed, and queries
clarified.
Cllr Crook asked how much was still left to pay on the loan the Clerk
gave a an approximate answer of £268062.00 with an action to
update the councillors on the final amount due on the loan. The final
payment is August 2035.

Action

29/22F Monthly precept and Town Hall income details. (Appendix 2)
Precept — Cllr major noted the incorrect amount paid for printing
services the noted the amount should be £1458.91 and not the
£14589 shown on the Monthly precept. Clerk to correct

Action
CllIr. Cook proposed to accept the Cheque and BACS payments and
monthly Precept and Town Hall income details en. bloc. seconded
by CllIr. Nutley. All in favour.
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MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE HELD ON
Tuesday 15"February 2022 AT. 7.30PM
in the Town Hall Chambers

30/22F Address by Mr David Ramsden regarding DCC pension

investments
Mr Ramsden gave a statement (appendix 3) Highlighting the
reliance of the Devon pension scheme on fossil fuels and the
pledge to move away from fossil fuels by 2050. He asked the
council to write to Devon County Council urging that they disinvest
as soon as possible.
Clir Distin asked what if any funds Mr Ramsden would suggest that
Devon move the money over too. Mr Ramsden said that he was not
an investment specialist but from research that he carried out there
were a large number of ethical investment opportunities that could
be followed.
Councillor Nutley Proposed that the Town Council write to Devon
County council to completely divest the pension fund from fossil
fuels. Clir Giles seconded the proposal. All in favour.

Action

31/22F Town Ranger Job Application .

The Clerk confirmed that the council had been successful with the
application to Tidy Teignbridge.
The Clerk had not completed the job description and had
misunderstood from Councillors what was required. The Clerk
apologised for the delay and will put together the job description and
send out to councillors.

Action
32/22F Queens Platinum Jubilee Update
Cllr Bovey reported that she had two items to update firstly the
carnival have pledged £1000.00 to the funds and secondly she
asked what should happen if the celebrations made money.
The councillors discussed what should happen to any funds.
CliIr Giles proposed that any profits that may be made be put into a
community fund for the community. The proposal was seconded by
Cllr Pugh. All in favour.
33/22F Financial Support for Discover Updated edition

The Clerk noted that Cllr Vogel (via email) had mentioned Discover
Ashburton were asking for about £150. The Clirs discussed this and
asked that the Clerk ask Mr Wilson what funds were required and
bring it back to full council.

Action
Sandbag Store Update
The Clerk confirmed that we have received the contract for the
lease of the space in the car park and that the shed had been
ordered at a cost of £218.00
Correspondence
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[ Request for Support for Ukraine Fundraising Event
The portreeve had written asking if the Council would permit him to
have the event held on Saturday 19" March free of charge.
Cllr Major proposed that the event to raise money for Ukraine be
free of charge. This was seconded by Clir Distin. All in favour.

i Request for Support of Community Fridge Event
The Committee discussed the issue at length and felt that although
the community fridge was a lined with the ACE it was not officially a
part of ACE at present and coupled with the fact the council already
provide space and electricity it would not be appropriate to let the
Group have the Hall Free of Charged.

Clir Distin Proposed that the hall was not free of charge, and this
was seconded by Clir Crook. All in favour.
32/22F Matters raised by councillors for information only or possible
inclusion on a future agenda
e ClIr Distin Raised the need to update software and processes

when dealing with the invoices and dealing with the Town
Lottery.
The Clerk confirmed that there was an online demonstration
of an upgraded booking system on 24" March and that the
clerk understood that this resolve most of the issues but
would report to all Councillors after the demonstration

Also it was confirmed that they were looking at the upgrading

of the printer and would report to Council when prices had
been obtained.

ClIr. Distin thanked everyone for attending and closed the public meeting at
20.50

Signed Date

Chair
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Summary of actions

28/22F |Cheque/BACS payments clearance for February 2022
Clerk to send out the schedule with the amount owing on the Loan

29/22F |Monthly Precept
Clerk to correct the printer costs figure (appendix2)

30/22F |DCC pension investments
Devon County council to completely divest the pension fund from fossil

fuels.

31/22F |Job description for Town Ranger.

33/22F |Financial Support for Discover Updated edition

Clerk to speak to Mr Wilson about funding required for the Discover
Ashburton Publication

32/22F |Matters Raised

Report to the Councillors on completion of the demonstration of the
updated booking system.
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MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE HELD ON
Tuesday 15"February 2022 AT. 7.30PM
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Appendix 1 - Cheque/BACS payments clearance

Town Council Transactions
Ashburton Town Council

For the peried 1 February 2022 to 28 February 2022

Dabe Decorlpticn Feference Reolpic Faymente
Town Council
01 Fed 2022

Xero Actounts 4
Caiger Conferences LETTINGS

Oid Library RENT
Fension
=t | Erone
DD
Wendy McColl LETTINGS
Cart Commerclais LETTINGZ
15 Feb 2 EAZT TEIGMBRIDGE LETTINGZ
15 Fehb 21 Luke 3nepherd LETTINGS
16 Feb 2 J Wooley LETTINGZ
15 Feb 21 Falth Burch Lettings
16 Feb 21 Hztalie Mant Lettings
18 Fed Cazn Deposits £00e34
18 Feb 2 Ashburion U3A Lettings
21 Fen [ r Lettings
2 Feld GAZ
22 Fen Lettings
s00s3as
SD0836

Peninzular Pensions
Eaytek
H

wghiton
Jane Tubby
Mrz J Bartram

Smart Ensmgy
2B Feb 2022 Glendinning

28 Feb 2022 Dwwes Accounts £00.00 o.on
28 Feb 2022 Ewverciow a.00 9077
Todal Town Counsll 3,322.00 18,146.62
Todal 3,322.00 18,145 62

Ashburton Info Centre Transactions
Ashburton Town Council
For the peried 1 February 2022 to 28 February 2022

Dt Dscaription Fstaranos Reolpts Paymenic

Ashburton Info Centre

BOOKE

o.on

ayment: [Zetie AE Payments of bype Cash

Zettiz AB [Suppler TE4

Fayment: [Zathe AE Payments of type Can £86.52 o.on
Todal Achburion Info Centre E6B.0F 1.11E.E0
Total 668.03 1,115.80
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MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE HELD ON
Tuesday 15"February 2022 AT. 7.30PM
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Jubilee Account Transactions
Ashburton Town Council

For the period 1 February 2022 to 26 February 2022

Dabe Decoription Refersnce Fedlpte Paymentc

Jubilee Account

24 Feb 2022 Transter Ashburton Town Counc 1,000.00 o.on
o Transier Covid Account 1,000.00 coa
2 Cepast Face Fainting 0.co 4220
0 Mar 2022 Mrz Ann Bovey Flags | Lunch Bgwes 0.00 BEad
2,000.00 4084

Balanoe 1.558.35

WW1 Commemoration

Transactions

Ashburton Town Council

For the period 1 February 2022 to 28 February
2022

Date Decoription Reference  Aeolpfis Payments

WW1 Commemoration

24 Feb 2022 Queens Jublee TRANSFER 0.00 000.00
Tedal WW1 Commemoration 0.00 1.200.00
Todal 0.00 1.000.00
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Appendix 2 - Monthly Precept and Town Hall income

ASHBURTON TOWN COUNCIL
PRECEPT 202172022

{Excluding VAT)

Februray [11) 2022
TPENT | BACTHC
PRECEFT | THIS | AcTuaL BALAMCE | TODATE E

PRECEPTS 202020 | MONTH | TODATE | | REMAINNG % %
BALARIES
Clerk__(Gross] TEEIET5| POA3TE| DOANE ERRE TC0] 1890
OTC [Gres) 13,397.75] 101273] 10127 3] ITLAS 7553 2441
[Supesannuation [Emplr Con) £70838] 43328  a3%E 137559 7500 2410
HIC [Empioyer) 201643 0450 T0eE ErE S R
|Additional Pansion - Govi Proviger NEST 1.241.61 B4.55 B45.5 39611 [
TOTAL 4E7E152| S77e82| S07EE20 10533.73
TOWH HALL EXPENGES
[Caretaner B 16,742.90] 134107 13410.7 333220 B0.10]_ 1990
Rellel Caretalier _ (Grmss) 500.00) ED.TD 41930 1614 838
HIC [Empioyer) 1.2, 33| B4 45EET S4E] asic
Gas 177309 seaad 3070 LR AL
Eleciricy 333693 14815 235633 s R
Sanitary Hir 12353 PEiEs B 5401 3599
[Town Hail LIt 700.00) 000 0.0 5714] 4288
[Town Hall Maimenancs 4,000.00| 000 2143.04) =715 784
[Wasie Coledion 148580 3mnaz 18317 ETET] 1233
[Wincow Cleaning 2E0.00| 000 140.00] T T
Rt - Tagnbnage 020,77 000 TEAE 7] ] A
Viaer Rmes 337365 BE.50 312660 S 5368
Insurarce 4,100.00] 000 245871 a0l B9
Fire Exfinguisher Sanice 53050 000 43388 B3] BT [Inc dam (=)
TOTAL 5167129 2883.97| 33£30.98 16069.5()
TOWN COUNCIL EXPENSES
[(CMce Equipment 3200 31200 0.0 100.00 [cormdental waste
[Ratiorery S00.00] EM| ek 7.9 SEEI] 439
Teleohona/E cipsaiet Host (CS) 53060 E370] 59625 STEE| 11275 275

206,00 no0[ 20875 224 e 108
At ‘80000 000  so0o0 nO0]  -iooDd|  oao
|Computer Consumaties 30600 [ 65.79 TEE4] 2138
Books 75.00 75.00 000 _100.00
Prioto Copler Charges 132650 32235 1amEdd 13241 -i00.03] 558
Payreil Servicas 255 3 7350 2155 205 5123 1877
TOTAL 432545 44455 39974 T2ET1
[COUNCIL EXPENSES
WEyors AIWACE TO0.00] (] I TOJ 0000 o0
Bemm 1500.00] 000 1500.00] 0.0 100.00 |3.500 from Last year
Training 35700 0o Em =100 -008|  8932
TOTAL 255700 000 73em0 1521.00)
TOWHN SERVICES
[Enow Warden | Sall, Gt 5000 000 (L] i D00 100.00
|Courts Lest & Bamn 75.00 00D E3.97 1103 573 1471
TOTAL 125.00) 0.00 .57 E1.03
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MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE HELD ON
Tuesday 15"February 2022 AT. 7.30PM
in the Town Hall Chambers

TEENT |[BALENC
THIS | ACTUAL BALAMCE | TODATE | E
PRECEPTS MONTH |ToDATE| | REMamNG % %
CONTRACTS
Memorias 206.00] 206.00) 00d]_100.00
[Shetiers 156.00] 156.00 0.0d] 100.00
(Grass cuRing / BUIVErs Way '500.00] [T 40l -1o0Bd] 080
CCTV 1250.00 000|171 1076.59 [33]
TOTAL TTA00 000 6754] 458,58
HONORARIUM
[Steward o the Courts 100.0] [T nog 100.0 0.00]_100.00
[Town Crer 75.00) [T nog 75.00) 0.0d] 100.00
TOTAL T75.00) 000 L | T75.00
[COUNCIL EVENTS
Cleder Frecepiion (Grant) 100.0 [T oo 100.0 000] 100.00
Clvic Evants 500,07 [T n.og 500.00) 0.0d]_100.00
[TOTAL 500,00 0.00 .00 £00.00)
SUBSCRIPTIONS
DALG 1 510G s B O3 -10000] 600
[TOTAL BT84 000 &74.2g 0.00)
DONATION 5 GRANTS [section 137)
Poppy Aoped ] [T 3000, T3] _100.00
Museun 25000 [T 250.00) 000] 100.00
Churchyard Ground Makmenance 3000.00 00| 300000 ool -iocoo  0.00
[Chnsimas Lignts 100.0] [T 100.00 0.0d] 100.00
BUITNa Siar Garden 50.00] 000 50.00) 0.03]_100.00
Remberance Band 0.0q] 000 0.0 [
5.D0_R Bus Servics 200,00 noo|  2oooq ood|  -ioooo| 000
[Swimming Poal 1250.00 1250.0 0.0d]_100.00
Climate Ememency 500.00) 500.00) D3] 100.00
[TOTAL 5390.00 000 3200.00) 430.00)
TOTAL FOR THE YEAR 115,629.12_7.107.34] BOIET.TT 33,315.54 30.75 | Remalning
RESERVES - FUTURE PROJECTS,
FUTURE EARMARKED PROJECTS
[Toam Crier unBam 29E.44]
[Chnstmas Lights 330.47]
Devon Alr Ambuiance 142,00 4364.29
Fiowers 153
]
[Toan Projects (3137 0.00]
|Commurity Fund - Nelghbourhood Fian £1.254.40 [Grant E51E3)
1,254 40
[
Liabilfiez o Gide Precept 1,600.01) |E0al TeesEaEEs
[Total Liablities 402531
chunches bl Iast year 187 .70
[Wrking Contirgency Fund £32.200.57]
[Awalabie contigency 773768 quals Working contigency -
PAIDIG Secior Depoell | Contngency Fund | ES4.21E.05 Tniereet 163
Cutstanding amount due on
PUDIC Works Loan Board n TOTAL E271,050.50 Pai FEB 2021 £10,010.02]
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orl = Jne auy A | Eept ot Faw Dec S == Warch TOTAL]
Lﬁ_:\l‘ [ 2 a0 Ei 2 0% = 1250 =7 =0 (=] 6867
Rﬂ' =00 500 00 500 B00 | 800 200 200 900 =00 500 8200
O Library Fent| 100 o0 =T To0 T | o Fi] Fi] T 700 o0 TETE
ey 00 B 2616|  1808| z148] 1 60 20| B 2,060 == -
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MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE HELD ON
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Appendix 3 - Address by Mr David Ramsden regarding DCC pension

investments

Ashburton Town Council

Proposal to formally ask DCC to divest its pension scheme from all fossil fuel investments

Investments that threaten us all

Despite declaring a Climate and Ecological Emergency, Devon County Council ‘s pension scheme still
invests £117Million a year in fossil fuels. Campaigners, County Councillars, and pension holders have been
asking Devon County Council ta divest from fossil fusls in its pension funds but with little real result. The
fund which currently serves 125,000 pension holders is managed by Brunel Investments who invest the
funds of around 10 county councils,

Brunel manage a total fund of £4 billion for Deven County Ceuncil. In addition to directly investing in fassil
fuel companies including BP and Exxon Maobil, Brunel allso invests in miany carbon heavy industries- from
Malaysian Airports to Chinese concrete manufacture, gold and platinum mines ta Mestle, Walmart and
Coca Cola and fossil fuel investing banks including JP Morgan and Blackrock Despite so many calls to divest
Brunel will nat commit to divesting funds from fossil fuels until 2050. The recent disposal of Russian
investrments has shown that imeadiate divestment by CC/Brunel is entirely possible,

The IPCC's report of 9™ August 2021 stated that the Climate Emergency is now ‘Code Red for Humanity'
There is no time for delay or room for excuses. Investing in fossil fuels is no langer financizlly “safe’ and
threatens the future of us all, Local Authority employees serve their community, society, and our
environment and most would not wish their pension to threaten their own or athers’ children, yet at
present, pension holders have no say in how the fund is invested.

We all contribute to this oily pension fund

As emplayers, DCC, district and unitary authorities, town and parish councils all contribute towards the
fund for its emplayees. Even the smallest parish councils employ a clerk who may be eligible. We all
contribute to this fund via our Council Taxes, so we all should have a say in how the money s invested.
Devon County Couneil, most district councils and many parish and town councils including Ashburtan have
declared Climate and Ecological Emergencies; pledging to try to be carbon neutral by 2030. Yet allowing
Brunel to continue to invest in fossil fuels until 2050 contradicts this and threatens to undermine the
commitments of local councils ta their communities.

A strong voice together .
Our town and parish councils are the lawest tier of local government, yet they speak for their communities
of one to several thousand parishioners Already Dartington, (near Totnes), Bow [Mid Devan) and
Wembury (near Plymauth), have formally asked DCE to divest our pension fund from fassil fuels.

Ashburton Town Council
As quickly as possible, please formally ask Devon County Council to completely divest its
pension fund from fossil fuels - as a matter of urgency and before the end of this year,
Thank you
David and Frances Ramsden

Ashburton residents since 1982

8" March 2022
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