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Ashburton Town Council 
MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE HELD ON 

Tuesday 15th February 2022 AT. 7.30PM 
in the Town Hall Chambers 

Present: Cllr. Major (Chair) 
Cllrs. Pugh, Distin, Giles, Nutley, Bovey and Crook 

In attendance: The Clerk  and 2 members of the public 
 
23/22F Apologies. 

The Clerk had received apologies from Cllr. Vogel  who has a 
previous engagement Cllr. Giles proposed the apologies be 
accepted, seconded by Cllr. Crook. All in favour. 
 

24/22F Declarations of interest. 
There were no declarations of Interests 
 

25/22F Public comments/statements. 
No members of the public present 
 

26/22F To receive the minutes of the previous meeting on 15th 
February 2022 
The previously approved minutes were duly signed by Cllr. Major. 
 

27/22F Inspection of Accounts – Information centre 
Cllr. Major examined the accounts and noted all was in order. 
 

28/22F Cheque/BACS payments clearance for February 2022 
Cllr. Major invited The Clerk to outline the financial statements (in 
Appendix 1.). The Clerk noted that there was and addition to the 
accounts of the Queen’s Jubilee celebrations . 
The Town Council March transactions were reviewed, and queries 
clarified. 
Cllr Crook asked how much was still left to pay on the loan the Clerk 
gave a an approximate answer of £268062.00 with an action to 
update the councillors on the final amount due on the loan. The final 
payment is August 2035. 

Action  
 

29/22F Monthly precept and Town Hall income details. (Appendix 2) 
Precept – Cllr major noted the incorrect amount paid for printing 
services the noted the amount should be £1458.91 and not the 
£14589 shown on the Monthly precept. Clerk to correct  

Action  
 Cllr. Cook proposed to accept the Cheque and BACS payments and 

monthly Precept and Town Hall income details en. bloc. seconded 
by Cllr. Nutley. All in favour. 
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30/22F Address by Mr David Ramsden regarding DCC pension 
investments  
Mr Ramsden gave a statement (appendix 3) Highlighting the 
reliance of the Devon pension scheme on fossil fuels and the 
pledge to move away from fossil fuels by 2050. He asked the 
council to write to Devon County Council urging that they disinvest 
as soon as possible. 
Cllr Distin asked what if any funds Mr Ramsden would suggest that 
Devon move the money over too. Mr Ramsden said that he was not 
an investment specialist but from research that he carried out there 
were a large number of ethical investment opportunities that could 
be followed. 
Councillor Nutley Proposed that the Town Council write to Devon 
County council to completely divest the pension fund from fossil 
fuels. Cllr Giles seconded the proposal. All in favour. 

Action  
31/22F Town Ranger Job Application . 

The Clerk confirmed that the council had been successful with the 
application to Tidy Teignbridge. 
The Clerk had not completed the job description and had 
misunderstood from Councillors what was required. The Clerk 
apologised for the delay and will put together the job description and 
send out to councillors. 
 

Action 
32/22F Queens Platinum Jubilee Update  

Cllr Bovey reported that she had two items to update firstly the 
carnival have pledged £1000.00 to the funds and secondly she 
asked what should happen if the celebrations made money. 
The councillors discussed what should happen to any funds.  
Cllr Giles proposed that any profits that may be made be put into a 
community fund  for the community. The proposal was seconded by 
Cllr Pugh. All in favour.  

33/22F Financial Support for Discover Updated edition  
The Clerk noted that Cllr Vogel (via email) had mentioned Discover 
Ashburton were asking for about £150. The Cllrs discussed this and 
asked that the Clerk ask Mr Wilson what funds were required and 
bring it back to full council. 

Action 
 Sandbag Store Update 

The Clerk confirmed that we have received the contract for the 
lease of the space in the car park and that the shed had been 
ordered at a cost of £218.00 

 Correspondence  
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i Request for Support for Ukraine Fundraising Event 
The portreeve had written asking if the Council would permit him to 
have the event held on Saturday 19th March free of charge. 
Cllr Major proposed that the event to raise money for Ukraine be 
free of charge. This was seconded by Cllr Distin. All in favour. 

ii Request for Support of Community Fridge Event 
The Committee discussed the issue at length and felt that although 
the community fridge was a lined with the ACE it was not officially a 
part of ACE at present and coupled with the fact the council already 
provide space and electricity it would not be appropriate to let the 
Group have the Hall Free of Charged. 
 
Cllr Distin Proposed that the hall was not free of charge, and this 
was seconded by Cllr Crook. All in favour. 

32/22F Matters raised by councillors for information only or possible 
inclusion on a future agenda 

• Cllr Distin Raised the need to update software and processes 
when dealing with the invoices and dealing with the Town 
Lottery. 
The Clerk confirmed that there was an online demonstration 
of an upgraded booking system on 24th March and that the 
clerk understood that this resolve most of the issues but 
would report to all Councillors after the demonstration  
 
Also it was confirmed that they were looking at the upgrading 
of the printer and would report to Council when prices had 
been obtained. 

 

 

Cllr. Distin thanked everyone for attending and closed the public meeting at 
20.50 

Signed _____________________________  Date__________________ 

 Chair 
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Summary of actions 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

28/22F Cheque/BACS payments clearance for February 2022 
Clerk to send out the schedule with the amount owing on the Loan  
 

 29/22F 

 

 

Monthly Precept  
Clerk to correct the printer costs figure (appendix2) 

 30/22F DCC pension investments  
Devon County council to completely divest the pension fund from fossil 
fuels. 

 31/22F Job description for Town Ranger. 

  

33/22F Financial Support for Discover Updated edition 

Clerk to speak to Mr Wilson about funding required for the Discover 
Ashburton Publication  

32/22F Matters Raised  

Report to the Councillors on completion of the demonstration of the 
updated booking system. 
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Appendix 1 - Cheque/BACS payments clearance 
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Appendix 2 – Monthly Precept and Town Hall income 
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Appendix 3 – Address by Mr David Ramsden regarding DCC pension 
investments  
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