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Present: Cllr. Vogel (Chair) 
Cllrs. Baker, Bovey, Distin, Major, Nutley, & Vogel. 

In attendance: The Clerk and Deputy Clerk, Chair of the Chamber of Trade, The Portreeve 
and two members of the public 

033/22 Apologies. 
Apologies were received from Cllrs. Giles and Pugh who were unwell and  
Cllrs. Hogbin & Pickvance who both had previous engagements. 
Cllr. Vogel proposed these apologies be accepted, seconded by Cllr. Major, all in favour. 

034/22 Declarations of interest. 
Cllr. Nutley noted he abstains on voting due to his membership of both the DNPA and 
Teignbridge Planning committees. 
Cllr. Vogel abstains from voting decisions within the DNPA and comments only if asked 
his opinion. Cllr. Vogel also declared his positions of Chair of Ashburton Community 
Land Trust (ACLT); South Devon Rural Housing Association (SDRHA) Board 
Member; Community Led Homes Accredited Advisor and an ACT Member. 
Cllr. Baker declared she is vice chair of ACLT and a member SDRHA 

035/22 Public comments/statements.  
A gentleman requested to speak regarding his concerns of Devon County Council 
pensions investments in fossil fuel companies. He urged Ashburton Town Council having 
declared a Climate Emergency three years ago, to lobby Devon County Council urging 
divestment from fossil fuels and reinvest with alternative investments. He noted DDC have 
planned divestment for 2050 but have shown recently, with the recent Russian 
divestments, it is possible sooner. He also provided examples of other councils who have 
successfully done so.  
The Chair thanked the speaker who accepted the request he return to address the Finance 
Committee to provide further information. 

036/22 Update on plans regarding the Co-Op development 
The Clerk reported that the speakers declined due to ongoing legal discussions and 
will be happy to speak once further progress is established. 

037/22 To receive the minutes of the previous meeting on 8th February 2022. Cllr. Vogel 
noted the minutes had been circulated. With no matters arising, Cllr. Distin proposed 
they be accepted as a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr. Nutley, all in favour. 

 
 
 
 
 

038/22 Chair’s report 
Cllr. Vogel presented the Certificates of Thanks, and personally acknowledged both 
individuals who undertook their Duke of Edinburgh community volunteering 
collecting litter within the Parish. 

 
  

Ashburton Town Council 
MINUTES OF THE FULL TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON 

Tuesday 8th March 2022 at 
7.30pm in The Town Hall 
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039/22 Police Report 
The Clerk outlined the crime figures (Appendix 1.) supplied by PC Andy Dudley. 
 040/22 Finance Committee Chair’s report 
Cllr. Distin noted the minutes from 17th January had been circulated  
Cllr. Distin reviewed the matters arising: 
21/22F - The Clerk has discussed the Buckfastleigh Town Ranger job description with 
Cllr. Cox and will now draft the job description for Finance committee to review. 
22/22F - The date for the cooker servicing is awaited 
112/21F - Dates for the re-decoration of Office 2 is still awaited 
With no further matters arising, Cllr Distin proposed the minutes be accepted as a 
true and accurate record. This was seconded by Cllr. Nutley, all in favour. 

041/22 Planning Committee Chair’s report. 
Cllr. Baker noted the minutes from 26th Feb had been circulated.  
With no matters arising, Cllr. Baker proposed they be accepted as a true and accurate 
record, seconded by Cllr. Bovey.  All in favour. 
Cllr. Baker then provided an update on the sale of Kenwyn, highlighting the developer will 
submit a planning application by the end of May. Cllr. Baker proposed The Clerk request 
that once submitted, the Councillors are alerted to enable sufficient time to elicit a full 
response from all interested parties. This was seconded by Cllr. Crook, all in favour. 
The Clerk advised it is usual practice that as soon as The Clerk’s Office is alerted, 
applications are circulated 
Action 

 22/00274 HOU Creek House, Pitney Hill, Ashburton, TQ13 7JY 
Single storey front extension and first floor front extension. 
Cllr. Baker outlined the report as circulated and proposed Ashburton Town Council support 
the application, seconded by Cllr. Distin. All in favour 
  0081/22 Holne Park Farm, Ashburton 

Agricultural building (15m x 25m) 
Cllr. Baker outlined the report as circulated and proposed Ashburton Town Council 
support the application, seconded by Cllr. Crook. All in favour. 

042/22 General Purposes Committee Chair’s Report 
Cllr. Nutley noted the minutes from 23rd February had been circulated. Cllr. Major 
proposed they be accepted as a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr. Crook. All in 
favour. 
Cllr. Nutley provided feedback on matters arising: 
028/22GP Brown signs are still awaited, but are in design processing, due for to installation 
in June 2022. 

043/22 Information Centre Committee Chair’s Report 
Cllr. Bovey outlined her report (Appendix 3) highlighting that trade continues to slowly 
improve. Cllr. Bovey also invited Councillors to support the forthcoming antiques talk 
on Tuesday 29 March, ‘Antiques & Us’ 
 

044/22 Teignbridge District Council Report 
Cllr. Nutley reported there was little to feedback. He had just received information regarding 
a proposed TDC Lottery – more details to follow when available. 
 

045/22 Devon County Council Report –  
No report received 
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046/22 Chamber of Trade update 
The Chair outlined his report (appendix 4) highlighting their plans and details of their 
membership as requested last month.  
 

047/22 Platinum Jubilee Celebration update 
Cllr. Bovey outlined her report (appendix 5) 
The committee have had two meetings. 
The current programme spans 2-5th June culminating in a large Street Party in North St. 
there will be a ‘Red White and Blue’ theme for this lunch and entertainments 
Gifts – children will need to register for these in advance.  
Cllr. Bovey extended special thanks to Mr. Charlie Dennis for organising an amazing 
Ashburton Express Jubilee event in conjunction with SDR. 

048/22 Update on communications with the Fire Authority 
The Clerk provided an overview of the useful visit to fire station. 
Cllr. Distin to take the draft letter to fire station for comment and then draft letter to be 
circulated. Once agreed, the Clerk will send to the Fire Authority on behalf of the Council. 
Action 
Cllr. Bovey thanked Cllr. Distin for organising the event and noted she found the 
comparison of the fire engines very useful. 

049/22 Update on the Community Grant Renewal 
Cllr. Vogel provided an overview of this government scheme where a sum of money 
available for social housing builds. However, the Government has proposed to cut the 
subsidy which would make builds prohibitively high. 
ACLT benefit from this scheme and need this money to build else borrowing is too great. 
Cllr. Vogel proposed if Councillors were in agreement, he would draft a letter to our MP for 
the Clerk to send on behalf of Ashburton Town Council. 
This was seconded by Cllr. Distin, all in favour. 
Action 

050/22 
 
i. 

Councillors’ reports on attendance at sub committees and meetings of other 
organisations. 
Cllr. Crook fed back from his recent Ashburton Museum meeting. 

ii. Cllrs. Nutley and Vogel attended DNPA meeting. As of 7th March, a flat cash budget 
had been set for next year. A major staffing resource is the response to byelaws. 
Green transport strategy is on hold which will have impact on EV and cycle routes 
etc. 
Cllr. Vogel thanked all for the comments and attendance at the National Park Forum, 
noting that the training on planning changes is still planned. 

51/22 Matters raised by Councillors for information only or possible inclusion on 
a future agenda. 

i Cllr. Vogel noted the recent Livewest advert was incorrect with regards to the 
locality clause of the section106 agreement. He has spoken to TDC and 
Livewest who have updated the advert which now has local connection 
prominently displayed with correct information on the DNPA addition of 
adjoining rural parishes. 
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 Cllr. Distin requested change in terminology from retained fireperson to on call 
fire fighters. The Clerk agreed to request this change and noted the corrected 
posters would now be distributed. 
Action 
Cllr. Vogel confirmed the latest statistics suggested demand for this 
development is massively oversubscribed, although the bungalow designed for 
wheelchair access with a local connection is still to be allocated. The Clerk 
confirmed that The Moorland Community Care Group had already been alerted 
to this. 
Cllr. Baker clarified this allocation is the first tranche with more to follow. 

ii The Clerk noted that all Councillors had been provided an envelope containing 
all the applications for Town Lottery Grant to be discussed after Finance 
Committee. He reminded Councillors that the information contained details that 
should be kept Confidential. 
Action 

iii The Clerk highlighted a letter from the Ashburton Postmaster to encourage 
individuals on key cards to top up before the end of the month prior to an 
expected price increase. 

iv The Clerk reminded Councillors that whilst notice boards were going be raised, 
discussion on updating street furniture should be replaced on the GP agenda 

v Cllr. Baker requested an update on the sandbag store. The Clerk outlined the 
progress to date, adding before the shed can be purchased, the final agreement 
needed to be returned by TDC.  
Cllr. Distin agreed to add this item to Finance agenda 
Cllr. Nutley expressed his thanks to E & JW Glendinning LTD. for housing the 
temporary sandbag store. 

vi Cllr Nutley noted he has had a request from the Post Office for two volunteers 
to help form-filling. The Clerk agreed to send this request to the Town Team. 
Action 

 
 
Cllr. Vogel thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 20.55 

 
 
 
 
 

Signed        Date      
 

Chair 
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Summary of actions – Full Council 08Mar22 
 
 

Item Actions By 
 

035/22 Public Comments/Statements 
The Clerk’s Office to invite speaker to address the 15Mar22 
Finance Committee 

 
10Mar22  

036/22 Update on plans regarding the Co-Op development. 
The Clerk’s Office to re-invite speakers once further progress 
is established. 

 

040/22 Finance Committee Chairman’s Report 
The Clerk to circulate the Lengthsman job description for 
comment prior to 15Mar22 Finance Committee 

 
10Mar22 
 

041/22 Planning Committee Chairman’s Report 
The Clerk requested to contact the Planning Office at DNPA 
to request prompt alert of submission of the Kenwyn planning 
application to allow time to elicit a full response from all 
interested parties. 

 
 
10Mar22 

 Return of 22/00274 HOU and 0081/22 09Mar22 
 

046/22 Chamber of Trade Update 
Discussion of supporting notice boards for Chamber of Trade 
and Ashburton Repair Cafe to be taken to the GP Committee 
prior to presentation to the Finance Committee. 

 
23Mar22 
 

048/22 Update of Communications with The Fire Authority 
Draft letter to be shared with the Fire Station and then 
circulated for comment prior to being sent.  

 
09Mar22 
 

049/22 Update on the Community Grant Renewal 
Cllr. Vogel to draft a letter to the MP which The Clerk will send 
on behalf of Ashburton Town Council. 

 

051/22 
i. 

 

Matters raised by Councillors for information only 
or possible inclusion on a future agenda. 
The Clerk to request a change in terminology in the Ashburton 
Community Contribution Application from ‘retained 
fireperson’ to on ‘call fire fighter’. 

 
 
09Mar22 
 

051/22 
ii. 

 

Lottery grant applications circulated to be reviewed and 
allocated at a Lottery Committee meeting, after the 
March Finance Committee. 

15Mar22 
 

051/22 
vi. 

 

The Clerk to send the request from the Post Office to 
the Town Team members for two volunteers to help 
with form-filling. 
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Appendix 1. – Police report 
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Appendix 2. – Planning reports 
 
22/00274 HOU Creek House, Pitney Hill, Ashburton, TQ13 7JY 
Planning Application 22/00274/HOU 
Creek House, Pitney Hill, Ashburton, TQ13 7JY 
Ground floor kitchen extension and first floor extension over existing lobby. 
I viewed online documentation relating to this application on 3/3/22. To date there are no 
public comments shown on the planning portal. The property lies within flood zone 1 (low 
risk) 
Pre-planning advice has not been sought by the applicant or their agent Mr. Paul Green, AD 
Architecture, 1 Palk Street, Torquay, TQ2 5EL. 
Access for vehicles and pedestrians will be unaffected by this proposal, vehicle parking will 
remain unchanged. 
This proposal is changed from application 21/00801/HOU, which was for the same additions 
previously refused. Revised drawings show altered design plans, more in keeping with the 
existing building. Materials proposed will be the same as existing, slate tiles, UPVC doors 
and windows etc. 
An ecological survey carried out by Butler Ecology, High Hazelwood, Kingsbridge, TQ7 4 DZ 
concludes that the proposals will cause no disturbance to bats and therefore no Bat License 
will be required. No evidence of nesting birds was found. 
In order to enhance biodiversity net gain, the report advises that two bat boxes and six House 
Martin nesting ‘cups’ are installed to the property. 
I propose that Ashburton Town Council SUPPORT this application. 
Councillor Ian Pickvance. 
3/3/2022 
 
 
0081/22 Holne Park Farm, Ashburton 
Planning Application 0081/22 
Holne Park Farm, Ashburton, TQ13 7NR 

Application to determine if prior approval is required for proposed Erection, Extension or 
Alteration of a Building for Agricultural or Forestry use. 
 
This application is for a new agricultural building 15m X 25m X 5.3m (to the eaves) which is 
to house machinery and for the storage of forage. 
 
The building is to be timber clad, with fibre cement roofing incorporating GRP roof lights with 
a concrete floor, to a design by Southwest steel construction of Holsworthy. 
 
This building will be constructed among existing agricultural buildings on the farm, well away 
from the highway. 

   
  I propose that Ashburton Town Council SUPPORT this application. 

 
Councillor Ian Pickvance. 
3/3/2022 
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Appendix 3 – Information Centre Committee Chair’s Report 

 
Ashburton Information Centre Report 
For Full Council Tuesday 8 March 
 
I am pleased to report that the Information Centre is running smoothly. Again, apologies for 
not holding a Committee Meeting, again we are all so busy with other community 
commitments. Councillor Giles and I are in constant contact with our volunteers and 
supporting them and their brilliant ideas and try to implement them to improve the service.  
In the last couple of days, myself and Alan Lambourne have been ‘training’ 2 new volunteers 
and   to this end we will be able to open on three full days Mondays, Tuesdays, and Fridays. 
Saturday is still only covered by me and Jenny now, but it takes us all morning to catch up on 
the week past and all that it entails and plan for the following week as well as serving visitors 
and locals alike. 
Our aim is still to encourage the local people to use the centre, as well as having everything 
on hand for the visitors.  
Bird Boxes still fly out of the window and maps sell quickly, it is encouraging that the new 
locally made stock is beginning to sell and we continue to seek out new.  
As the ‘book review’ evening was such a success in promoting the Centre, there will be 
another evening on Tuesday 29 March, ‘Antiques & Us’ an evening with Lydia and Barry from 
‘In a Nutshell’ which will include ‘How it all came About’ plus a mystery Item, Basic Better 
Best and Memorable Restorations. There is no charge but hopefully l those attending might 
like to donate monies for the refreshments we will also be able to sell goods, If this is 
successful we will consider another evening to promote our services to the local people and 
to encourage smaller meetings to use the centre.  
 
Councillor  
Ann Bovey  
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Appendix 4 - Chamber of Trade Report 
 
 

Report to March 8 Council Meeting by Ashburton Chamber of Trade 

• The last month has started to see some activities 
• 4 new members added 
• Executive is grateful and pleased that we have participation of Cllr Vogel, who is most 

welcome and brings depth to our understanding of Council — related matters  
• We also are pleased to have the participation of the Portreeve 
• The Discover Ashburton new edit and reprint is warmly welcomed by the Chamber, 

who has told Sean that we are ready to help in a practical way and will also be pleased 
to make a contribution to the costs of the activity (more information may have been 
disclosed via Cllr Vogel at tonight's meeting) 

• ACT has been in good contact with the new (Oct 2021) Project Officer at DNP o 
Projects being considered by DNP 

• Discover Ashburton 
• Chamber networking program with speakers (inc. Council?) 
• Town Bus (very early days but  
• Charging Points (perhaps a joint venture with Council ...? 
• Noticeboard planning permission (very early days ...?) 
• Other possible activities, too soon to discuss 

• Our Executive group are starting work on a Roadmap / Strategy plan for the ACT and 
may very well approach the Council for comment (via Cllr Vogel)  

• ACT happy to follow the Jubilee planning activities 
• In response to a Council question last time our Membership numbers 67  

o 32 are Retail businesses  
o  9 are in Hospitality  
o 3 are in Health and Beauty activities  
o 12 offer business services  
o 1 — other (ARC) 

 
Nigel Ward 
Chair, Ashburton Repair Café 
08-03-2022 
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Appendix 5 – Platinum Jubilee Celebration update 
 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
Report for Full Council Tuesday 8 March 
We have now had two Jubilee Meetings and the programme is being added to quite quickly. 
It was decided to hold A Big Lunch Street Party in North Street on the Sunday of the four- 
day holiday 2 – 5 June, this will be the main event. 
Details are still to be discussed and finalised, but we will decorate North Street, the Jubilee 
group envisage a mass of red, white, and blue, tables, shops, and bunting. 
Lunch will be served to the Ashburton Children in patriotic lunch boxes and a programme of 
entertainers has been booked. 
Memorable items to be purchased, are 300 50p Jubilee coins which will be presented in an 
appropriate pouch at a cost of face value, children of primary School age will be asked to 
register. 
The Carnival Committee and volunteers will be joining the Jubilee Group and will be bringing 
all their expertise to help. So, there will be no Carnival Week this year. Thank you to the 
Carnival for donating £1000.00 to boast the Jubilee Fund. 
Karen Turner who is putting together the programme is still waiting for details re times etc. 
and is hoping to produce the programme at least for Easter or later. 
The programme so far: 
 
Thursday 2nd June – Floral Celebration – St Andrew’s Church (through till Sunday) 

BBQ and Music –  The Hut Blogishay Lane 
Lighting of the Beacon- Parker’s Farm 

Friday 3rd June        Beating of the Bounds – Dave Crook (over 2 days) 
Ashburton Jubilee Express Free for the community of Ashburton – Dart 
Valley Railway and Dart Double Decker Bus – Charlie Dennis 

Saturday 4 June – Coffee Morning Town Hall-Pensioners Association 
     Possible Soup and a Roll – Town Hall-Lunch Time 

                                  Jubilee Bingo – Town Hall 2.00 pm 
BBQ/Bar- Royal British Legion Hut (for those taking part in Beating of the 
Bounds) 

Sunday 5 June Special Church Service-St Andrews Church  
 
Sunday 5 June Street Party-free lunch for Ashburton Primary school age children 1.00 

pm 
   Bar/Ice Cream/Slush/ Adult refreshments to be decided. 
   Live Band and Bar from 6.pm 
 

 


