Agphburton Toton Council

MINUTES OF THE FULL TOWN COUNCIL
HELD ON
Tuesday 14" March at 7.30pm in The Chambers of the Town Hall

Present: Clir Vogel (Chair)
Clirs. Baker, Bovey, Crook, Distin, Giles, Major, Nutley & Searight.

In attendance: The Clerk, Deputy Clerk and Office Administrator.
The Portreeve, Master Bailiff & 5 members of the public.

069/23  Apologies.
The Clerk noted CllIr. Hogbin was unwell and ClIr. Siddle had a prior work
commitment. CllIr. Nutley proposed to accept these apologies, seconded
by CllIr. Baker. All in favour.

070/23 Declarations of interest.
Cllr. Nutley noted he abstains on voting on planning due to his
membership of both the DNPA and Teignbridge Planning committees.
Cllr. Vogel abstains from any DNPA matters due to him being a Member.

071/23 Public comments/statements.
A member of public spoke of their concerns of time taken and opportunities
missed to deliver action under the declared Emergency Climate
Declaration. He highlighted various opportunities on the horizon and urged
townsfolk to vote and consider joining the Town Council.

072/23 To receive the minutes of the meetings held on 215t & 28" February
2023.
Clir. Vogel noted both minutes had been circulated and asked the Full
Council minutes be accepted as a true record of the meeting held on 215t
February. Proposed by ClIr. Nutley and seconded by ClIr. Bovey. All in
favour.
ClIr. Vogel then asked that the Extraordinary Full Council minutes of 28™
February be accepted as a true record. Proposed by Clir. Major and
seconded by CllIr. Nutley. All in favour.
Both minutes were duly signed.



073/23

074/23

075/23

076/23

Warm Spaces update from ClIr. Bovey and presentation of cheques.
CliIr. Bovey provided an overview of the successful Warm Spaces initiative,
thanking the seven organisations and their volunteers who participated.
Clir. Bovey particularly wished to thank the soup makers Linda Germon and
Eileen Brewer and Julie Kershaw, manager at The Spar for providing bread
and rolls at cost.

Clir. Vogel thanked ClIr. Bovey for coordinating the project and to Teign
Housing for use of their community space in St Andrews Close.

Following a successful grant application, funds were then distributed
equally amongst the participating organisations. Friends of Ashburton
Library were presented with their cheque, the remaining cheques to be
distributed to those unable to attend.

Cllr. Vogel proposed that the Town Council share be placed in the
Ashburton Town Grant fund, seconded by ClIr. Distin. All in favour. Action

Official Council photograph taken.
Thanks were given to Mr John Germon for taking the photographs.

Cllr. Vogel to present The Chair’s report.

Cllr. Vogel thanked the member of the public for the issues raised and
officially welcomed ClIr. Searight as a co-opted member of the Council.
CllIr. Vogel welcomed Mr. Jake Bartram and proposed he be accepted to
the position of intern following him signing the Declaration and Code of
Conduct. All agreed. Action

CliIr. Vogel reminded Council and the public present that the pre-election
period is due to commence on 17" April ahead of the election in May. He
noted that he would officially remain in post until the AGM. He thanked ClIr.
Baker the Chairs of the subcommittees and The Clerk’s office staff for their
support whilst he was away.

He noted the plans to have a stall at the forthcoming Volunteer Day on 1%
April to answer any queries on the role of a Town Councillor and to
encourage further nominations.

Finally, CllIr. Vogel proposed a reduced agenda for the next Full Council and
then retire for refreshments.

Police Report.

The Clerk outlined the report received (see Appendix 1.).

Clir. Vogel noted he and The Clerk had undertaken a successful walkabout
with Chief Inspector Philp which has resulted in a welcomed increased
police presence and agreement to liaise with the Bank Youth Project. PCSO
Paul Wilson attended the Information Center today for the monthly Police
Surgery.



077/23

078/23

079/23

080/23

081/23

Cllr. Distin to present the Finance Committee Chair’s report.
ClIr. Distin noted the minutes of the previous committee had been circulated
and requested that 029/23F be modified to read ‘The Deputy Clerk be asked
to consider training options’. Action.
With this amendment, he proposed they be accepted as a true record.
Seconded by CliIr. Major, all in favour.
Clir. Distin highlighted matters arising, asking specifically for the following
actions:

I.  Explanatory letter for the new grants to be circulated. Action.

ii.  Town hall ceiling repair meeting urgently to be arranged for an evening

next week. Action.

ClIr. Vogel highlighted issues with the new website regarding access for those
with visual impairment. Clir. Baker requested the link be sent out to all
Councillors for review. Action.

Cllr. Baker to present the Planning Committee Chair’s report.

0081/23 Coach House Old Totnes Road, Ashburton, TQ13 7EE
Construction of workshop / garage and use of land for domestic purposes,
in connection with the existing dwelling

Clir. Baker noted that the planning report (Appendix 2.) had been
circulated and invited CllIr. Searight to present his report.

Clir. Searight summarised his report proposing to support this application.
This was seconded by CllIr. Baker, all in favour. Action.

0073/23 The Barn Owl Trust Waterleat, Ashburton, TQ13 7HU
Reconstruction & extensions.

0079/23 80 Beverley Gardens, Ashburton, TQ13 7BN
Proposed two-storey side extension with minor internal alteration.

Clir Baker noted due to time pressures, the outstanding two planning
application would be returned without comment.

Cllr. Baker to update on Kenwyn.

Following a court order, the illegal residents have now been removed and
the site secured.

Concerns were raised as to how these individuals gained access and the
use of electricity. Council agreed a letter be written to the DCC Assets
Manager to request an investigation.

Action.

ClIr. Crook to present the General Purposes Committee Chair’s report.
Cllr. Crook note that the minutes had been circulated and proposed they
be accepted as a true record. Seconded by Clir. Nutley, all in favour.
Matters arising:

08/23GP ClIr. Crook explained that he was awaiting written confirmation of
the wording on the memorial stone which would be discussed at the GP
Committee meeting.

Clir. Bovey to present the Information Centre Chair’s report.

Clir. Bovey outlined her report that the Information Centre is preparing for
the Portreeve’s Organisation day and are hoping to man a stall with
volunteers.

Cllr. Giles asked for clarity that, as a Town Councillor attending the
Volunteers Day, encouraging candidates to join the Council would not be
seen as inappropriate within the pre-election guidance. It was agreed if no
personal promotion on social media was involved, it would be within
guidance.



082/23

083/23

084/23

085/23

086/23

087/23

088/23

089/23

090/23

Teignbridge District Council report.
Clir. Nutley outlined his report confirming that Ashburton would in the future
receive an upgraded play area in the park.

Devon County Council report.

The Clerk outlined the report from Clir. Khan (Appendix 3.).

The Clerk reassured ClIr. Distin that an invitation would be extended to ClIr.
Khan to join us for the last Full Council and drinks in April.

The Portreeve’s update.

As the Portreeve was unwell, ClIr. Vogel gave a brief overview of the report,
outlining the plans for the Portreeve’s Volunteers Day and their Joint Civic
Service.

Ashburton Safe Haven update.
No report received.

Chamber of Trade update.

No report received.

Clir. Nutley wished to highlight that the brown signage erected by National
Highways had been incorrectly placed and that he had requested that one
of the two at Linhay be re-sited to the Pear Tree Junction.

Overview of forthcoming Council elections

The Clerk gave an overview of the election posters regarding the need for
voter ID. He highlighted that should postal vote be selected, voter ID is not
required.

Update on Town Hall maintenance and remedial work.

Cllr. Siddle is due to hold a meeting. ClIr. Distin asked that any new building
regulations should be considered, with the onus on the company awarded
tender to review the latest legislation.

ClIr. Crook asked that the lead time for the contractor also be considered in
the awarding of the contract.

Update on the Coronation celebrations planned for May 6th, 2023.
ClIr. Bovey noted the main Town celebrations would be held on Sunday 7t
May. There would be a church service on the morning followed by a picnic
on Cleder Place. The previously circulated poster was accurate excepting
the Sumo Wrestling had now been removed.
Correspondence
i. Highways Road Closure notices - various
Clirs. noted again that signage has been very poor, and this has caused
much disruption around the town.
The Clerk reported that on investigation of the issues with the bus
service, no complaints had been raised by the school or individuals. He
awaited a response from Devon Highways as to the closure of Western
Road.
The Clerk noted the meeting last week with MMB and Wildanet had
been useful. They confirmed they would need to return to complete
North Street once the scaffolding was removed. They assured those
present that the remaining works to North, West and East Streets would
not be conducted in half term and that they would be completed ahead
of the main tourist season.
ii. The District of Teignbridge (Off-Street Parking Places) Order
2023
The Clerk summarised this letter stated the costs for parking in the
Kingsbridge car park would rise by 10p. Parking would remain at £1 on a
Sunday.



091/23

092/23

ii. Communication re litter pick in pre-election period.

Clir. Vogel cautioned Council of the risks of undertaking event where
individuals or parties could be promoted for electoral gain. He proposed
both events be cancelled.

Cllr. Distin counter proposed to continue with the later (30" April) date
when all candidates running for election would be established. He
proposed a statement be read at the briefing to remind all individuals
standing. Seconded by ClIr. Searight, all in favour. Counter proposal
carried.

Councillors’ reports on attendance at sub-committees and meetings
of other organisations.

Clir. Baker noted the Ashburton Neighbourhood Plan aims and objectives
have been circulated for comment.

Matters arising by Councillors for information only or possible
inclusion on a future agenda.

ClIr. Nutley requested that the DC Councillor be asked to update Council
regarding the 20mph implementation.

ClIr. Giles asked that DCC be chased regarding the resurfacing of
Church Path and Blogishay Lane following another tripping incident near
to the RBL.

CliIr. Vogel thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 21:05.

Signed

Date

Chair



Summary of actions -

073/23 The ATC proportion of the Warm Space grant to be placed in | On return
The Town Grant Fund.
075/23i Jake Bartram to be accepted as intern once the Declaration and
Code of Conduct are signed.
075/23ii | Reduced agenda to be prepared for April Full Council. To be
followed by refreshments.
077/23i The Clerk to amend Finance minutes (029/23F) as agreed.
077/23ii | New grant invitation letter to be circulated. On return
Town Hall ceiling Committee meeting to be arranged.
Link to new website to be circulated.
078/23 Planning applications to be returned as agreed. On return
079/23 The Clerk to write to the Devon County Assets Manager to
request an update on Kenywn.
087/23 The Clerk to advertise the forthcoming cut off for postal votes on
social media.
088/23 The Clerk to seek potential start dates for all bids and ensure
the onus is on the provider to check any new building
regulations.
090/23i | The Clerk to seek an investigation by the D.C. Councillor
regarding the delivery of the Wildanet contract in North Street.
090/23iii | The Clerk to prepare a statement for the litter pick briefing to
warn against individual or party promotion for political gain.
092/23i The Clerk to request information on the timeframe for installation
of the 20mph scheme.
092/23ii | The Clerk to report the accident incurred in Church Path and

chase DCC for a date for the resurfacing.




Appendix 1 —item 76/23

Police Report
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Neighbourhood Police Report
Ashburton Town Councll
Meeting 14th March 2023

This report covers the area of the Ashburton Neighbourhood Police Team.

This report covers the towns of Ashburton and Buckfastleigh, as well as the villages
surrounding the two towns and parts of the A38

The area is served by the Neighbourhood Police team, working out of Ashburton

Police station

The team is led temporarily by Inspector Dave Hammond, Sgt Seth Saunders is the team
Sergeant and PC Andy Dudley is the Neighbourhood Beat Manager. At this time there is
no dedicated PCSO for this area, so other PCSQO’s are picking up tasks when required.

In the period 1St of February 2023 to 2gth February 2023 there was Approximately 19
offences recorded in this area.

Ashburton; 8

Bickington; 1

Buckfastleigh; 6

Dean Prior; 1

Poundsgate; 1

Widecombe; 2

The offences most recorded were,

Assault offences; 5

Criminal damage. 4

Cause fear of violence: 2  Sexual offences (non-assault) 2, Theft offences; 2
Police also responded to over 70 non crime incidents across this area in February. These
included, road traffic collisions, anti-social behaviour, concerns for welfare and other
traffic issues.

The Neighbourhood Police Team have been monitoring the Kenwyn care home
trespassing issue. This has come to a conclusion with the property now being empty
and secured

A Police surgery was completed on 141 of March in Ashburton,
the next one is booked for 18t April 2023.
There is a surgery in Buckfastleigh on 17t of March and a further one
on 14t of April.

PCSO 30382
Paul Wilson; (Chudleigh Police Station)



Appendix 2 — Item 078/23

Planning Application 0081/23
Coach House, Old Totnes Road, Ashburton, TQ13 7EE
Proposed Construction of a garage/workshop

| reviewed all online documentation of this proposal and made a site visit
with the owners present on 8 March 2023. Councillor Baker was also
present during this visit, this being my first planning application review.
The principle behind this application is to relieve the congestion that
currently presents itself to the immediate front of the dwelling. The
owners cannot turn vehicles safely and often leave their vehicles beside
the track on the other side of a bridge (over the river Ashburn) leading to
the house. They also have garden machinery to maintain their substantial
grassland and have little room for storage.

The architects have drawn up a sympathetic single storey building which
intends to sit at the NE end of the owner's land (currently grassland). It is
proposed that the build will have dual function; as a garage for a single
car/motorbikes and as a workshop all under a single roof and open plan. It
will be a modest steel structure with timber walls and a metal roof with 2
velux windows. Although a small track will have to be laid from their
current driveway track to the proposed building (@30 meters) it sits neatly
behind some already well-established hedgerows adjacent to a block of
garages on the Old Totnes Road. The proposed structure does not require
the removal of any existing hedgerows or trees.

Having become acquainted with the numerous planning policy documents
including the DLP, it has been demonstrated that the proposed addition of
a garage/workshop are an acceptable from of development in the context
of relevant planning policies and material planning considerations. The
building will provide much needed vehicle and equipment storage and has
been sensitively designed to reflect the semi-rural surroundings.

Overall, this proposal seeks to improve the working space within the
curtilage of the main dwelling, and | propose that Ashburton Town Council
SUPPORT this application.

Councillor Mark Searight
10 March 2023



Appendix 3 — Iltem 083/23

DCC Report March 2023
Highways

As the Highway Authority we have a duty to maintain the network in line with
the County’s Highway Safety Inspection Manual. This document lays out the
frequency of inspections and time scales for repairs which vary between
immediate and 28 days. In order to maintain the safety of the network, DCC
operates a reactive approach to deal with defects identified by inspectors and
reports received from members of the public via the ‘report a problem’ web
pages. Due to the liability associated with failing to meet the posted
timescales, DCC'’s contractor is often in the position where they are carrying
out repairs in conditions that are outside of specifications such as standing
surface water or low temperatures. This can lead to repairs that fall
prematurely. Rather than patching, the preference would be for other cost-
effective surface treatments e.g., surface dressing to be carried out in
advance of the carriageway failing and potholes forming. Due to the long-term
decline in the condition of the network and inadequate capital funding there
are limited opportunities for this approach and more expensive renewals such
as patching, and resurfacing are the only option. The triennial policy is only
applied to gullies in urban areas. There are in the order of 120,000 rural
gullies that continue to be cleaned on an annual cycle and approximately
80,500 cleaned every three years. In addition, there are approximately 4,000
gullies that are cleaned more frequently than annually in known problem
locations. In real terms, the budgets for cyclic drainage cleaning have
remained static over the last decade. The greater challenge is a lack of
resource to provide a reactive service to deal with issues that arise between
scheduled cleans. This is particularly relevant when there are issues such as
overgrown drainage features, broken or stuck covers or significant blockages
that the standard gully wagons are unable to address. The additional
allocation of money granted to the service for drainage and cyclic
maintenance should assist in reducing some of the known problems.

New Environmental Improvement Plan:

In line with the statutory requirement introduced by the Environment Act,
government published its new Environmental Improvement Plan for England
on 315t January. This five-year delivery plan sets out the ambitions to restore
nature and improve the environmental quality of the air, our waters and our
land.
It is important to understand the role and content of this plan in the context of
the wider statutory requirements of the Environment Act 2021, particularly the
following key points:

1. There must be a long-term Environmental Improvement Plan (EIP) that
sets out the steps that government will take to improve the natural
environment. The government had, previously, identified the 25 Year
Environment Plan (25YEP) as the first EIP. This second EIP (EIP23)



effectively updates and provides the delivery plan for the 25YEP
(although exact relationship between them is now unclear).

2. There must be statutory targets for improvement to the natural
environment. This is what the government published on 16/12/22. What
EIP23 does is repeat these statutory targets but also adds further (non-
statutory) interim targets along with the intended delivery approaches to
be taken by government to achieve these.

3. These environmental targets and delivery approaches must be
considered alongside the Environmental Principles Policy Statement
that applies across government (i.e., these principles being set by
statute).

4. Itis the Office for Environmental Protection (OEP) which is the new
oversight body charged with ensuring compliance with these three
statutory requirements above.

5. Although not a statutory requirement stemming from the Environment
Act, the EIP23 also makes it clear that its content needs to be
considered alongside a wide range of other national strategies which
include specific policy programmes to drive progress towards the goals
set out in 25YEP and EIP23. Examples are England Trees Action Plan;
UK Marine Strategy; The Agricultural Transition Plan etc.

As you may have seen from press reports, one of the headline commitments
is that every household should be situated within a 15-minute walk of a green
space or water, which is addressed by Natural England’s newly launched
Green Infrastructure Framework. Other measures include commitments to
restore at least 500,000 hectares (1.2m acres) of wildlife habitat, and 400
miles of river. This will include 25 new or expanded national nature reserves
and 3,000 hectares (7,400 acres) of new woodland along England's rivers.
Sewage spills are also to be tackled, with upgrades to 160 wastewater
treatment works by 2027, and a plan — to be set out in detail later in the year —
to tackle the increasing pressures on the water system from pollution, new
housing developments and the climate crisis. From November every
Government department will also have an obligation to consider the
environmental and climate impacts of each new policy and piece of
legislation.

Devon (and nationally) Bus Issues. Background
Up until 31 March 2023 local bus companies and local authorities have
continued to receive additional funding from the Department for Transport to
support the recovery in bus services since the pandemic. This funding is due
to finish at the end of the current financial year.
In Devon, working with local bus companies, this funding has been used to
maintain as much of the commercial and supported network as possible.
Alongside the £2 fare initiative and improved driver position with Stagecoach,
we are starting to see improvements and, linked with the County Council’s
continued financial commitment thanks to the on-street parking, alongside the
improvements we have planned from our National Bus Strategy allocation, we
have an excellent opportunity to build back confidence in the network and see
more people back on the buses.

Future funding concern

This could all be in jeopardy though. There were some earlier indications that
some additional Government funding would continue into the new financial year
but the current messaging coming from the DfT feels very different and there is
no guarantee that anything will come forward. We are aware that buses are the
most popular form of public transport and carry significantly more passengers
than railways, but the funding invested into the mode is substantially less and




the bus may miss out again.
We are trying to get some feedback about the likely impact nationally as many
areas will be seeing significant service reductions. In Devon we hope changes will
not be on this scale but there is a possibility of some marginal services being
withdrawn with the expectation that the local authority can pick them up when
funding is already fulling committed and we are seeing significant contract prices
increases.

Cost of living fund up and running

The cost of living fund has had £300,000 given to One Devon from NHSE
South West region. That fund is now live and is helping voluntary,
community and social enterprise partners run projects tackling cost-of-living
pressures. The fund will be administered by the VCSE sector for the sector
using established networks to work with local groups to allocate grants of
up to £10,000 for projects that directly support people who are experiencing
difficulties due to the cost of living.

A set of criteria and a light-touch application process has been developed
and the fund will be open to all VCSE organisations delivering services that
address the cost-of-living crisis. There will be an emphasis on projects that
also help tackle other system priorities such as health inequalities,
loneliness and isolation. The fund launched in January 2023 and will run
until March 2023. Please let VCSE groups in your community know about
this opportunity. Organisations interested in applying should contact Darin
Halifax who will put them in touch their local lead VCSE partner.

Cllr Sarah Khan
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