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Ashburton Town Council 
MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE HELD ON 

Tuesday 17th May 2022 AT. 7.30PM 
in the Town Hall Chambers 

Present: Cllr. Distin (Chair) 
Cllrs. Pugh, Nutley, Bovey, Crook, Major, Baker and Vogel 

In attendance: The Clerk  

 
50/22F Apologies. 

Apologies were received from Cllr Giles, who had a previous engagement. 
Acceptance of the apologies were proposed by Cllr Nutley and seconded by 
Cllr Major. All in favour. 

51/22F Election of Chair 
Cllr Baker proposed Cllr Distin. This was seconded by Cllr Crook. All in favour 
Cllr Distin thanked Councillors for their support and congratulated Cllr Vogel 
on his election as Chair of the Council. 

52/22F Election of Deputy Chair  
Cllr Distin proposed Cllr Major. This was seconded by Cllr Nutley. All in favour  

53/22F Declarations of interest. 
There were no declarations of interests 

54/22F Public comments/statements. 
No public wished to speak  

55/22F To receive the minutes of the previous meeting on 26th April 2022 
Cllr Distin went through the items on minutes, as minutes had not been 
circulated in time due to technical issues in the clerk’s office. 
Cllr Major Proposed acceptance of the minutes. Seconded by Cllr Baker.  
All in favour. 
 

56/22F Matters raised from the minutes.  
• £2000.00 from Cookery school, action for the clerk to take steps to pass the 

funding on by the end of the week  
• Completion of the Old Library Lease  
• Grant funding for the Swimming pool, the issues remain with audit trail for 

the free-swimming passes Cllr asked if the council money could be used to 
pay for training the Lifeguards. Cllr Vogel will discuss with the swimming 
pool team 

• Cllr Vogel gave an update on the Ukrainian families. They have taken on 
board comments from the Finance Committee and are setting up a steering 
committee and have asked permission to us the Town Hall as a postal 
address. The group will come back to the committee as these progresses. 

• Cllr Nutley and Cllr Vogel have received answer from DNPA that Planning 
permission will need to be sought for the mural to be painted on to the back 
of the town. Clerk to pass this information on to the group. 
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 • Painting office 3 the price had gone up by £50.00 increase in materials. The 
contractor will be available end of June Early July. 

57/22F Inspection of Accounts – Information Centre 
Cllr. Major examined the accounts and noted all was in order  

58/22F Cheque/BACS payments clearance for April 2022 
The Committee reviewed the cheques and BACS payments (Appendix 1). It 
was noted the increase in the insurance from last year. The clerk noted this 
was due to a last-minute change as the Broker had had to change to another 
company as the last years insure could no longer provide insurance to the 
Council. 
The Clerk also highlighted the expenditure on the defibrillator for a new 
battery, although the battery will last for 5 Years. 
 
The information centre had done well over Easter and the committee offered 
their congratulations.  

59/22F Monthly precept and Town Hall income details. (Appendix 2) 
The monthly precept had not been completed but would be forwarded to 
Councillors after the technical issues in the Clerk’s office   
The Town Hall income should an improvement on the lettings this month. 

 Cllr. Major proposed to accept the Cheque and BACS payments and Town 
Hall income details en. bloc. seconded by Cllr. Crook All in favour. 

60/22F Draft Year End AGAR return 
The Clerk apologised but the AGAR was not yet completed due to technical 
issues in the Clerk’s office. 

61/22F Town Ranger Job Application.  
Councillors discussed the Job description and asked that: 

• the Public Liability to be £5 million.  
• Remove the section about removing sandbags  
• Remove the section about grass cutting 
• Add in that no chemicals are to be used. 

 
 The Clerk to update and send out to the Councillors for approval so that 

adverts can be placed by the 6th June. 
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62/22F Update on administration Assistant position  
Councillors discussed the Draft Job description and asked that: 

• The role description includes but not exclusive in the job description. 
• Skills that would be useful, touch typing, use of Windows 365, 

confident dealing with the public 
Also to be noted that The Council is an Non Smoking workplace. The Clerk to 
update and circulate for approval and advert date for 6th June  

63/22F Update on the Cooker in the Town Hall Kitchen 
GAC Catering have performed another test (Appendix 3) and have found that 
with doors and windows open the levels fall to an acceptable level and have 
issued a temporary Certificate until prices can be sort and the changes to 
ventilation made. The Deputy Clerk has updated the risk assessment and 
notices have been placed on the windows and doors that need to be opened. 

64/22F Discussion on Town Hall Website  
Clerk handed out a proposed specification for the website to Councillors and 
was asked to get three quotes for the next finance meeting. 

65/22F Costing of Solar Powered Signs  
The Clerk reported that the signs would be in the region of £2500.00 per unit. 
IS awaiting the information required by Devon County Council to apply for 
sighting the units  

66/22F Painting of the Recreation ground Stores  
The Clerk was asked to source prices for anti-graffiti paint and circulate to 
councillors 

67/22F Discussion on Computer protection software 
With the issues that the council offices have suffered, The Council have 
requested a written report on the problems and quotes for new equipment if 
required. Dartmoor PC will be taking the PC away to review, and the report 
will be circulated. 

68/22F Correspondence  
Street Draw24 request to use the space outside the town hall 
Clerk to forward further details for the next meeting of finance  
 

68/22F Matters raised by councillors for information only or possible inclusion 
on a future agenda 

i. Cllr Crook asked Parking on Pavements and Electric Scooters to 
be placed on the next GP agenda  

 
Cllr. Distin thanked everyone for attending and closed the public meeting at 
21.13 
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Signed _____________________________  Date__________________ 

 Chair 
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Summary of actions 

 

 

  

56/22F Actions from the Minutes. 
1. Funding from Cookery School to be moved by the end of the 

week  

  2. Completion of the Old Library Lease  

 3. Mural on the town Hall planning permission will be required  

61/22F Job description for Town Ranger. 
Update job description and send out for approval job advert week 
Commencing 6th June  

 62/22F Job description for Office Assistant. 
Update job description and send out for approval job advert week 
Commencing 6th June  

 64/22F Town Hall Website  
Clerk to get three quotes for the website for the next meeting  

66/22F Painting of the Recreation ground Stores  
The Clerk was asked to source prices for anti-graffiti paint and circulate 
to councillors 

68/22F Details for Street Draw 24 to be sent to Councillors   
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Appendix 1 - Cheque/BACS payments clearance 
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Appendix 2 –Town Hall income 
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Appendix 3 – Town Hall Kitchen 
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