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Ashburton Town Council 

MINUTES OF THE FULL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD ON 

TUESDAY 14th MAY 2024 At 7.30pm  
IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF THE TOWN HALL 

Present: Cllr. Hogbin (Chair) 

Cllrs. Bovey, Distin, Giles, Hext, Hogbin, Nutley, Parker, Pickvance. 

In attendance: Town Clerk, Deputy Town Clerk, Office Administrator, Portreeve, Rt. Revd 

Mark Rylands, Cllrs. Major and Rogers and four members of the public.  
 

072/24 Apologies.  

The Clerk noted apologies had been received from Cllrs. Turner and Wood due to 

prior commitments. Cllr. Distin proposed to accept these apologies; seconded by 

Cllr. Searight. All in favour.   

073/24 Declarations of Interest. 

Cllr. Nutley noted he abstains on voting on planning due to his membership of 

both the DNPA and Teignbridge Planning committees. 

074/24 Public comments/statements. 

The Chair of the Neighbourhood Plan steering group presented a brief report on the 

Housing Needs Survey stating that the final draft is to be composed shortly. The 

hard work has been completed in encouraging responses; it has revealed a 

significant need for local housing.   

075/24 To receive and approve the minutes of the previous meeting on 9th April 2024.   

Cllr. Hogbin confirmed the minutes had been circulated. Actions were reviewed and 
the minutes were duly signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting.  
Standing Orders Suspended 
Cllr. Hogbin asked Rt Revd Mark Rylands if he had any additional information on 
the ownership of the road leading to St Andrew’s Church. There is possible 
evidence that it is owned by the Church. The PCC may agree to adopt it formally if 
supported by the Town Council. 
Standing Orders Reinstated 
This topic to be carried forward to a future General Purposes committee meeting 
with an invitation for a representative of the Church to attend.                     ACTION 

076/24 To receive the outgoing Major’s report.    

Cllr. Giles presented her report, highlighting key moments during her year in office. 

(Appendix 1) 

077/24 To receive an update from Will Dracup, our DNPA Link Member.     

Mr Dracup explained that the DNPA are looking at ways to manage Whiddon Scrubs 

better, also they are looking to set up an Ashburton Town Trail as the one in 

Princetown has been very successful.  Cllr. Distin asked about the increasing 

number of retrospective planning applications.  Mr Dracup explained that things are 

now in place and improvements should be seen.  Cllr. Searight asked to be involved 

in the planned meeting with the DNPA planning officer.  
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078/24 To receive the Police report. 

The Town Clerk read through the Police report (Appendix 2).  Cllr. Hogbin would 

like to encourage people to report incidents no matter how minor as it does make a 

difference.  

079/24 Teignbridge District Council report. 

Cllr. Hogbin welcomed the newly elected Teignbridge District Councillor, Jack 

Major.  As there were three Teignbridge District Councillors present Cllr. Hogbin 

invited Cllr. Nutley to speak first.  He delivered his report (Appendix 3).  Cllr. Rogers 

stressed that Teignbridge Council Officers continue to look for solutions to the 

challenges facing the town. Cllr. Major thanked the Councillors for their warm 

welcome and expressed his wishes to support Ashburton wherever necessary. He 

will attend future Full Council meetings to report.     
 

080/24 Devon County Council report.  

No report had been received as Cllr. Khan is on annual leave. 

081/24 To receive the report from the Chair of the Finance committee. 

Cllr. Distin confirmed that the minutes had been circulated and the actions arising 

were discussed. He asked that the wording of item 058/24F be amended for clarity. 

ACTION 

082/24 To receive the report from the Chair of the Planning committee and discuss 

the planning application for consideration.  

Cllr. Searight’s planning report on the Dartmoor Lodge was discussed (Appendix 4) 

and he gave further explanation where necessary.  Cllr. Parker reported that he had 

visited the site recently and the music did stop at 21.00.  Cllr. Pickvance spoke 

about light pollution and the bats as the caves at Buckfastleigh are a World 

Heritage Site for bats. 

Standing Orders Suspended. 

Cllr. Parker asked Will Dracup for his comment on this application, which he was 

unable to respond to due to it being a live application.   

Standing Orders Reinstated 

Cllr. Distin proposed that this report is put forward with the proviso that the issue 

with regard to light pollution is phrased more strongly; seconded by Cllr. Hext.  

Majority in favour; Cllr. Pickvance abstained as did Cllr. Nutley due to his 

membership of DNPA.  

083/24 To receive the report from the Chair of the General Purpose committee.     

Cllr. Giles confirmed that the minutes had been circulated and discussed the 

actions arising. Cllr. Pickvance noted that the drum of oil per item 030/24GP is still 

stored by the fire exit. The Clerk’s office to remind the restaurant to get this 

removed.                                                                                                        ACTION  
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084/24 To receive a report from the Portreeve.   

The Portreeve reported that the Rainbow Walk which took place last weekend has 

already raised £379. A final figure will be reported when it is available.   

085/24 To receive the Ashburton Carnival report.  

The Clerk read the Carnival report which was also projected.  (Appendix 5).  The 

Town Clerk will circulate this report to Councillors. 

ACTION  

086/24 To present a draft of the Events Calendar.    

The Deputy Clerk presented the first draft of the Calendar that Cllr. Hogbin would 

like to recommend Councillors to attend.  She also asked that Councillors inform 

her of other events/dates as they become known.     

Standing Orders Suspended 

Rev. Mark confirmed that Harvest Festival is fixed for 10.30am 20th October. 

Standing Orders Reinstated 

The date of the Annual Meeting 2025 is fixed for 20th March.  Cllr. Hogbin invited all 

Councillors to a church service to be held 9th June for her year as Mayor. 
 

087/24 Councillors’ reports of attendance at sub committees and meetings of other 

organisations.    

Cllr. Turner attended the Ashburton Museum AGM.  (Appendix 6).  

Cllr. Searight reported that the Royal British Legion bar is now open every Friday 

evening 4.30 – 8pm.    

088/24 To suggest content for the Ashburton Town Council media post. 

Cllr. Hogbin suggested the election of the new Mayor and Deputy be included.. 

ACTION 

089/24 Matters raised by Councillors for information only or on a future agenda. 

Cllr. Nutley asked he should contact the signwriter to update the names of the 

Mayor and Clerk.  All agreed. 

ACTION 

Cllr. Pickvance reported that an art exhibition is currently being held at The Arts 

Centre. 

Cllr. Hogbin thanked everyone and closed the meeting at 20.50. 

 

Signed ____________________________ Date _______________ 

  Chair 
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Actions arising from Full Council meeting of 14th May 2024 

 

075/24 To receive and approve the minutes of the previous meeting on 9th 

April 2024.   

Ownership of the road outside St Andrew’s Church to be taken forward 

to a future GP Meeting and a representative of the Church to be invited 

to attend.    

 

 

081/24 

  

To receive the report from the Chair of the Finance committee.   

Cllr. Distin asked that the wording of item 058/24F be amended for 

clarity. 

 

 

 

083/24 To receive the report from the Chair of the General-Purpose 

committee.     

The Clerk’s office to speak to the café and get the drum of oil removed.  

                                                  

 

085/24 To receive the Ashburton Carnival report.  

The Clerk’s office to circulate the Carnival report to Councillors. 

 

 

 

088/24 To suggest content for the Ashburton Town Council media post. 

The Clerk’s office to post details of the new mayor and deputy on social 

media. 

 

 

089/24 Matters raised by Councillors for information only or on a future 

agenda. 

Cllr. Nutley to contact the signwriter to update to boards in the 

Chambers. 
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APPENDIX 1 

Item 076/24 – Outgoing Mayor’s Report  

 

Having taken over as mayor from Philip Vogel, I knew it was going to be a tough year 
and it certainly lived up to that. The audit has to be the low point in the year but 
with the excellent work that Jacqui, Caroline and Lynn have done the council is now 
heading in the right direction for a far better outcome at our next audit in June, it 
still won’t be perfect but it will be better than last year. 
 
The year hasn’t been all doom and gloom, I’ve attended some lovely carol services, 
especially the service at Buckfast Abbey for Rowcroft, a few In-Con singer concerts 
that are always a pleasure, some coffee mornings and various other meetings. 
 
I am still in contact with Martin Wrigley at Teignbridge to get our play park at the 
recreation ground improved and I’m also in contact with Tammy Docking from the 
primary school about the way forward with Bulliver’s Way and getting the children 
involved with its future development. 
 
I would like to thank the office staff for their continued commitment to the day to 
day running of the town council and in taking the council in a forward direction. Jane 
is also a valued member of staff and is always going the extra mile in making the 
town hall a desirable place to hold events. 
 
I would like to wish Saskia all the best in her coming year and also for her Deputy 
Ann. I along with the rest of the councillors are here to offer our support. 
 

Thank you to each and every one of you, your support has been invaluable. 

 

 

Cllr. Jenny Giles  

Mayor of Ashburton 2023-2024 
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APPENDIX 2 
Police Report – April 2024 
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APPENDIX 2 (cont.) 
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APPENDIX 3 
Teignbridge District Report – Cllr. Nutley 
 
Good evening Councillors, 

We’ve just put the first of our new fleet of refuse vehicles on the road. 

The 12 refuse collection include 8, 22 and 26-tonne vehicles which are fitted with lower emission 

Euro-6 engines, and electric bin lifts which reduce noise levels for operatives and residents. 

The new vehicles are the first of a 56-vehicle replacement programme which includes kerbside 

recycling vehicles, sweepers for street cleansing and vans, all of which are more eco-friendly, 

quieter and more efficient.  

 

Wanted: old or unused beach toys 

 

We’re looking for any old or unwanted buckets, spades, balls, nets etc. to fill our beach toy 

libraries on the seafront at Teignmouth and Dawlish Warren. 

 

The toy libraries have previously proved very popular, and anyone visiting these resorts 

can borrow items to use whilst on the beach. They also help us support families who may 

not be able to afford all the little extras for a trip to the beach and encourage people to 

reuse plastic toys rather than just binning them once finished with. 

 

 We would love to see the libraries brimming with toys, so if you have old or unused beach 

toys, please just place them in one of the chests located on the pier on Teignmouth’s 

promenade and near the lifeguard station on Dawlish Warren Beach. 
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APPENDIX 3 (cont.) 

Development course for women in business 

A free “Women in Business” Course, will be launching on 7 June. Run by Libraries 

Unlimited and funded through the UK Shared Prosperity Fund, this seven week course is 

being rolled out after the huge success of last year’s course, with the aim of exploring the 

particular challenges women may face, and to help develop key business skills. 

Over the seven weeks, there will be workshops, webinars, coworking and networking 

events. There is also an opportunity to be mentored by experienced coaches. 

The free course, predominantly delivered in person is covering the following topics: 

• Building Self-Confidence 

• Creating Your Social Media Persona 

• Developing Resilience 

• Business Fundamentals 

• Marketing and Branding 

• Networking and Support Systems 

• Pitching   

 

For more information please visit the Libraries Unlimited website. 

 

APPENDIX 4  

Planning Report – DARTMOOR LODGE 0431/23 
Application Type: Full Planning Permission 
Proposal: Part retrospective application for demolition of outbuilding and replacement with single 
storey open air cafe area with covered servery. 
ATC considered this planning application in October 2023. I attach that original report as I believe 
nothing has changed and therefore our decision remains extant to the October recommendation: 
My recommendation to ATC is that we SUPPORT this retrospective planning but with a proviso that: 
· DNPA give assurance that the use of SLCs is an exceptional material of use for buildings where its 
development does not upset the local environment.  
· A noise and light survey has been carried out to ensure near neighbours are not affected during 
busy periods/weddings. 
· That the static home is temporary and not to be used as permanent accommodation on completion 
of the ‘build’. 
 
It is evident that Little Lodge (LL), as it is called, is a popular destination for locals and through traffic 
customers. It is busy and is doing good business both in food and drink. We can only assume that 
some of this footfall that is not local will also spend some of their money in the centre of Ashburton, 
but there is a prevailing view that it is actually taking away some of the potential footfall in those 
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food and drink establishments in Ashburton, if nothing else because there’s accessible and free 
parking at the Lodge.  

APPENDIX 4 (cont.) 

That aside, there is also the ‘conditions’ above that are now becoming prevalent. Although these 
conditions are not wholly part of the planning application, I believe they are not mutually exclusive 
and should be considered as part of this application: 
Light. LL is sited in the super bat highway where most planning applications require ecology reports, 
mitigating any danger to the health of bats. This includes strict light policy and bat boxes. Comment: 
The roof of the premises is see-through corrugated plastic and there are some lit up areas surround-
ing the buildings. Noise. There have been several (and increasing) concerns with regard to the noise 
of the music emanating from LL and complaints have been registered with environmental health at 
DNPA and TDC. They have an in-house DJ that plays music in the evenings and it is very evident that 
the noise can be anti-social to the immediate residents. There is also a lawned and covered terraced 
area to the side of LL which can be used as an external wedding site with the expected loud dance 
music. Comment: The owner has a legacy licence to play music until 1100 from Dartmoor Lodge 
which is internal. Now that LL is external he would heed the concerns of the close residents and 
avoid both noise levels and limit the time to play music up to 2100 hrs. 
Static Home. There is a static home at the far end of the premises which has decking attached out-
side the back door and is hooked up to the electrics. Comment. I do not believe this was part of the 
original planning application and I sense that this building could become permanent and remain as 
accommodation for either staff or paying customers which could be in breach of planning. 
Conclusion. 
We should be supporting businesses that do their best to diversify and cater for the needs of locals 
and for passing trade. I believe that Little Lodge has achieved this by building its current site next to 
Dartmoor Lodge and that is why I recommend that ATC SUPPORTS my original recommendation. 
HOWEVER, the conditions also remain extant from October and since then the premises has been 
opened and those conditions have not been met as on 14 May. These ATC comments, those of the 
public on the DNPA website and the outstanding reports due, will influence the outcome of this part 
retrospective planning application. 
 
Cllr. Mark Searight 

14/05/2024 
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APPENDIX 5 
Item 085/24 – Ashburton Carnival report 
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APPENDIX 5 (cont.) 
 

 
 

 APPENDIX 6 

Item 087/24 – Museum Report  

I attended Ashburton Museum AGM on 30 April. I found the AGM and meeting afterwards very 
interesting finding out what goes on and plans for the future.  
They are interested in anyone with ideas for window displays if any councillor can come up with 
ideas. They currently have D Day and Carnival lined up.  
They have found that introducing donations rather than entry fees has resulted in more visitors 
and higher donations.  
The museums running costs remain relatively stable. They spent over £2,500 on repairs last year 
and other costs have reduced their bank balance from £27,786 to £23,321 but overall they 
seemed happy with their financial situation. It was noted that the electricity three year contract 
comes to an end soon and anticipate that this will rise significantly. They also have to make repairs 
to an exterior crack and this is currently being investigated.  
They would welcome new trustees as they are a small team. They are particularly looking for 
someone who is good at IT and can help out with the website etc. They are also looking into get-
ting a virtual tour available. This will particularly benefit disabled visitors who are not able to ac-
cess the upper floors.  
 

Cllr Karen Turner 


