
Ashburton Town Council 
MINUTES OF THE GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE HELD ON 

Wednesday 24th July 2024  
At 7.30pm in The Town Hall 
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045.24GP Apologies.  
None.     

046.24GP Declarations of interest. 
None.  

047.24GP Public comments/statements. 
None. 

048.24GP Declarations of interest.  
Cllr. Giles confirmed that the minutes had been circulated.  Cllr. Hogbin proposed 
that they be duly signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting.    

049.24GP To discuss the proposals for the available UKSPF grant.    
The Clerk confirmed that she had previously circulated a summary of her 
meetings. She reported that the goalposts had been widened significantly.  The 
point of this agenda item is to get agreement as to the way forward with a possible 
£35,000.  Cllr. Hogbin stated that she feels passionately about a part-time Town 
Manager post.  Cllr Giles proposed that the Clerk should gather more information 
about the cost and role of a part-time Town Manager; seconded by Cllr. Bovey.  
All in favour. 

ACTION  
 

050.24GP Updater on Councillor Surgeries and review of length/frequency. 
The last surgery was held by Cllrs. Giles and Bovey.  Five people came but three 
of them were for the meeting that had been cancelled.  Cllr. Giles proposed that 
an hour is long enough for these surgeries and that they should be on a regular 
date each month.  The next one is to be reduced to an hour and the one after that 
combined with the Cost of Living event on 20th November.  Cllr. Giles suggested 
that future surgeries, after that, be held in the Information Centre on the first 
Saturday of the month as Cllrs. Giles and Bovey are usually there on a Saturday 
anyway.  She proposed this be the case up until Christmas; seconded by Cllr. 
Distin.  All in favour. 
Cllrs. Hext and Parker left at 8.05 pm. 

 
051.24GP Request to sponsor West Street bus stop. 

The Deputy Clerk had previously circulated an email from a gallery that wishes to 
sponsor the West Street bus stop in exchange for upkeeping the structure.  
(Appendix 1).  The Clerk noted that there would need to be a disclaimer from 
Ashburton Town Council with regard to the content.  Cllr. Giles proposed 
acceptance of this; seconded by Cllr. Bovey.  All in favour. 

ACTION 

Present: Cllrs. Giles (Chair), Bovey, Distin, Hext, Hogbin, Nutley, Parker and 
Turner. 

In attendance: Town Clerk, Deputy Town Clerk, Admin Assistant, and one member of 
the public.   
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052.24GP To discuss the Town Council Community Awards (Cllr. Hogbin).     
Cllr. Hogbin proposed that a Community Award nomination should be on the 
agenda at every Full Council meeting. Though previously they were twice a year.  
Cllr. Distin showed concern that a monthly award would devalue it  but maybe a 
letter would be better received.  The Clerk suggested a “Love Your Town” 
certificate but nominated from the community rather than the Council.  Cllr. Giles 
proposed that the name be changed to Ashburton Town Heroes and that it is 
advertised in Around Ashburton; seconded by Cllr. Hogbin.  All in favour.  All 
nominations are to come via the Town Clerk’s office. 

ACTION 
053.24GP Correspondence: 

Resident email (20/6/24) regarding sustainability and global warming. 
The Deputy Clerk projected the email from a resident. Cllr. Nutley offered to speak 
to the Teignbridge climate officer and report back. 

ACTION 

054.24GP Matters raised by Councillors for information only or possible inclusion on a 
future agenda. 
Cllr. Hogbin would like a Christmas tree outside the Town Hall.  This will be added 
to the next Finance meeting. 

ACTION 
Cllr. Distin suggested that town walk-arounds are re-instated – perhaps Bullivers 
Way.  The Clerk noted that the two trees remaining to be removed are both 
cleared for removal, and that there has been a complaint about the danger of tree 
routes.  Cllr. Distin said that perhaps the September meeting could be a walk 
around. 

 

Cllr. Giles thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 20:45 

 

 

Signed ____________________________ Date _______________ 

  Chair  
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Actions arising from GP Committee Meeting 24th July 2024 

 

049.24GP To discuss the proposals for the available UKSPF grant. 
Clerk’s office to gather more information about the cost and role of 
a part-time Town Manager.                                                                                                            
 

 

051.24GP  Request to sponsor West Street bus stop.   
The Clerk’s Office to write a disclaimer with regard to the West 
Street bus stop. 
  

 

052.24GP  To discuss the Town Council Community Awards (Cllr. 
Hogbin).     
The Clerk’s Office to advertise the Community Awards in Around 
Ashburton.   

 

053.24GP Correspondence: 
Resident email (20/6/24) regarding sustainability and global 
warming. 
Cllr. Nutley to speak to the Teignbridge climate officer and report 
back. 
 

 

054.24GP Matters raised by Councillors for information only or possible 
inclusion on a future agenda. 
Cllr. Hogbin would like a Christmas tree outside the Town Hall.  
This will be added to the next Finance meeting. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 
https://ashburton1.sharepoint.com/sites/AshburtonTownCouncil/Shared Documents/ATC Docs/Agendas and Minutes/G P 

Committee/GP Mins/GP Mins 2024/07. July GP Minutes 2024.docx 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX 1                                                                                                     051.24GP 
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APPENDIX 2                                                                                                     053.24GP 

 

 
 

 

 

 


