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Ashburton Town Council 

MINUTES OF THE FULL TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON 
TUESDAY 12th SEPTEMBER 2023 At 7.30pm  

IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF THE TOWN HALL 

 

Present: Cllr. Giles (Chair) 

Cllrs. Bovey, Distin, Hogbin, Searight and Wood 

In attendance: The Town Clerk, Deputy Town Clerk and Office Administrator.  

Two members of the public 

152/23 Apologies.  

The Clerk noted apologies had been received from Cllrs. Tinne and Turner due to 

prior engagements; Cllrs. D. Major, J. Major, Nutley and Parker due to illness.  

Cllr. Giles proposed to accept these apologies, seconded by Cllr. Searight.  All in 

favour. 

 

153/23 Declarations of interest. 

Cllr. Wood declared an interest in item 165/23 as she is a Trustee of Ashburton 

Swimming Pool. 

 

154/23 Public comments/statements. 

There were no comments made. 

 

155/23 Minutes of the previous meeting held on 11th July 2023.  

Cllr. Giles confirmed the minutes had been circulated and proposed that they 
should be signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting, seconded by Cllr 
Hogbin. All in favour.  
 

156/23 Cllr. Giles to present The Chair’s report. 

No report available this month. 

 

157/23 Police report.   

The Town Clerk confirmed the police reports from July and August had been 

circulated.  She highlighted an increase in crime figures, and suggested this was 

likely due to the holiday season. (Appendix 1) 

 

158/23 Cllr. Giles to present the Staffing Committee report. 

Cllr. Giles confirmed that Jacqui Bartram was appointed as Town Clerk on 22nd 

August and proposed that Caroline Dodds be appointed Deputy Town Clerk with 

immediate effect.  Seconded by Cllr. Distin.  All in favour.   

Cllr. Giles proposed a 3-month extension for the Office Administrator post to allow 

time for the creation of a job description, advertising and interviewing.  Seconded 

by Cllr. Hogbin.  All in favour.  

Cllr. Giles invited Cllrs. Turner and Wood to join the staffing committee.  
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Ashburton Town Council 

MINUTES OF THE FULL TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON 
TUESDAY 12th SEPTEMBER 2023 At 7.30pm  

IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF THE TOWN HALL 

159/23  Cllr. J Major to present the Finance Committee Chair’s report. 

Due to Cllrs. J. Major and Turner sending apologies, no report was given.  

To be taken to the next Full Council meeting on 10th October.                   ACTION 

 

160/23 Cllr. Searight to present the Planning Committee Chair’s report.  

 Cllr. Searight noted that the minutes of the last meeting had been circulated but 

raised the question as to whether he could sign them as he was not present at 

the meeting. Councillors agreed this is to be taken forward to the next meeting on 

10th October.                                                                                                                                ACTION 

 

161/23 Cllr. Wood to present the General Purposes Committee Chair’s report. 

Cllr. Wood confirmed that the minutes have been circulated and proposed they be 

signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting, seconded by Cllr. Giles.  All 

in favour.  

 

162/23 Teignbridge District Council report. 

 This item was carried over. 

 

163/23 Devon County Council report. 

The Town Clerk reported that she had received an email about the loading bay 

“near” the Bay Horse.  Cllr. Giles read the response from DCC to those present 

and discussion ensued.  Cllr. Distin asked for sight of the original application.  

The Town Clerk will search for the original paperwork.                              ACTION 

 

164/23 Report to Council from The Ashburton and South Dartmoor Business 

Network. 

 Report to be circulated                                                                                ACTION 

 

165/23 Report to Council from Ashburton Swimming Pool 

 Mr. Waugh, the treasurer of the Swimming Pool committee presented his report 

and stressed that unless they receive the necessary funds to repair a leak, there 

is a chance the pool will not re-open next year.   A major fund raiser is to be 

launched within the next couple of months.   

Cllr. Distin asked if the swimming pool has received any extra funding from 

Teignbridge and Cllr. Giles asked for details of the historical water bill.  Cllr. Giles 

offered to write to Teignbridge raising concerns – proposed by Cllr. Distin, 

seconded by Cllr. Hogbin. All in favour                                                       ACTION 

  

Cllr. Hogbin requested details of which schools were sent the swimming pass 

details as some schools did not appear to have received details of the scheme.  
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Ashburton Town Council 

MINUTES OF THE FULL TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON 
TUESDAY 12th SEPTEMBER 2023 At 7.30pm  

IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF THE TOWN HALL 

Mr. Waugh agreed to provide this information and a breakdown of the money 

paid by Ashburton Town Council and how many children benefitted as requested 

by Cllr. Giles.  

 

166/23 Correspondence  

(i) Email from resident re lobbying DCC re banking (circulated 23 Aug 23) 

Cllr. Wood suggested this item be carried forward to the next meeting on 10th 

October due to only six Councillors being present.  Cllr. Hogbin suggested that 

Lloyds Bank are looked at with regard to their ethical banking standards.  Cllr. 

Giles asked Cllr. Wood to do this.                                                               ACTION 

 Cllr. Wood proposed that the Town Clerk responds to the resident with a “holding 

response”, seconded by Cllr. Searight.  Majority favour.                            ACTION 

 The Town Clerk informed Council that local councils need to have a specific kind 

of bank account and she will check on these requirements.                      ACTION 

  

(ii) Email from resident re cardboard recycling (received 4 Sept 23) 

 Discussion ensued with regard to exchanging the paper recycling container for a 

cardboard recycling container as there is more demand for this.  The Town Clerk 

will discuss this Teignbridge District Council.  Proposed by Cllr. Giles and 

seconded by Cllr. Searight.        ACTION  

 

167/23 Councillors’ reports of attendance at sub committees and meetings of other 

organisations. 

 Cllr. Distin asked if the Land Management sub-committee can be downgraded to 

a working party.  Discussion ensued and it was agreed. 

 

168/23 Matters raised by Councillors for information only or on a future agenda. 

 No matters raised. 

 

Cllr. Giles thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 20:30 

 

 

Signed ____________________________ Date _______________ 

  Chair  
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MINUTES OF THE FULL TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON 
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Actions arising 

 

159/23 Cllr. J Major to present the Finance Committee Chair’s report. 

Minutes of previous meeting to be taken to next Full Council meeting. 

10Oct23 

160/23 Cllr. Searight to present the Planning Committee Chair’s report. 

The Clerk to carry this item forward as the minutes from the last meeting 

need to be approved and signed. 

10Oct23 

163/23 Devon County Council report.  

The Town Clerk to locate the original application for the loading bay. 

 

164/23 Report to Council from The Ashburton and South Dartmoor 

Business Network. 

To be circulated. 

 

165/23 Report to Council from Ashburton Swimming Pool.  

Cllr. Giles to write to Teignbridge regarding the outstanding water bill.    

Mr Waugh to supply details of schools and passes. 

 

166/23 

(i) 

a) 

Correspondence  

Email from resident re lobbying DCC re banking (circulated 23Aug)    

Cllr. Wood to investigate Lloyds ethical banking standards. 

 

b) The Town Clerk to respond to the resident.  

c) The Town Clerk to check on the legal requirements of a local council 

bank accounts. 

 

 (ii) Email from resident re cardboard recycling (received 4 Sept 23) 

Town Clerk to write to Teignbridge requesting that the paper recycling 

container in the short stay car park be exchanged for a cardboard 

recycling container. 
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Appendix 1 - Police reports.   
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