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Ashburton Town Council 

MINUTES OF THE FULL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD ON 

TUESDAY 10th SEPTEMBER 2024 At 7.30pm  
IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF THE TOWN HALL 

Present: Cllr. Hogbin (Chair) 

Cllrs. Bovey, Distin, Giles, Hext, Nutley, Pickvance, Searight, Turner and 

Wood. 

In attendance: Town Clerk, Deputy Town Clerk, Office Administrator, Cllr. Major, Rev Mark 

Ryland, Chair of the Chamber of Trade and one member of the public.  
 

133.24 Apologies.  

The Clerk noted apologies had been received from Cllr. Parker due to a prior 

commitment.  Cllr. Nutley proposed acceptance of these apologies; seconded by 

Cllr. Searight.  All in favour.     

134.24 Declarations of Interest. 

There were none. 

135.24 Public comments and statements. 

Rt Revd Mark Rylands expressed his thanks to the police for responding so quickly 

to the recent burglary at St Andrew’s Church. He is pleased to say that the CCTV 

within the Church has shown a suspect. He added there had been many offers of 

help and support from the community for which he was very grateful.    

136.24 To receive and approve the minutes of the previous meetings on 9th July 2024.    

Cllr. Hogbin confirmed that the minutes had been circulated. Actions were reviewed 
and the minutes were duly signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting.  
Item 126.24 The Green Business Grants available from TDC, was discussed and 
will be taken to the next Finance meeting, Cllr. Pickvance possibly has capacity to 
help.  The Clerk to send Cllr. Pickvance details. ACTION 
Item 129.24 – Clerk’s office to circulate the amended Communications and Social 
Media Policy to all Councillors. ACTION   

137.24 To receive The Major’s report.    

Cllr. Hogbin presented her report (Appendix 1).      

138.24 To receive nominations for the Ashburton Town Heroes.      

The Clerk reported that two nominations had been received for the same person; 

Margaret Pomeroy-Evans of DASH.  Cllr. Nutley stated that this is a very worthy 

nomination, Cllr. Turner concurred.  Cllr. Nutley proposed acceptance of this 

nomination; seconded by Cllr. Turner.  All in favour.  Clerk’s office to write to Ms. 

Pomeroy-Evans. 

ACTION    
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139.24 To receive the Police report.     

The Clerk noted that the report had previously been circulated.  (Appendix 2).  The 

police will attend the full council meeting on 12th November.  Discussion ensued 

about the current CCTV.  Cllr. Turner reported that it was installed prior to 2003 in 

conjunction with the Chamber of Trade.  CCTV to be added to Finance meeting 

next week. 

ACTION 

Cllr. Pickvance suggested that the council should write to the Chief Constable 

about their prompt response with regard to the recent burglaries.  Further 

discussion ensued about what to include in the letter but it was agreed to simply 

pass on thanks from the external organisation.  Proposed by Cllr. Pickvance; 

seconded by Cllr. Nutley.  All in favour. 

ACTION 

The Clerk has requested a quote for CCTV to cover the recreation ground though 

this may involve safeguarding issues.  Cllr. Hogbin requested that this topic be 

discussed further at a future Finance committee.  Cllr. Turner noted that the cost of 

updating the CCTV could be in the region of £30,000 so would need to go on to the 

precept.      

                                                                                                                       ACTION 

140.24 Teignbridge District Council report.    

Cllr. Major noted that the Household Support Fund will be included in the Cost-of-

Living workshop in November, organised by Cllr. Stuart Rogers.   

Cllr. Nutley reported that the HSF has been extended to March 2025.  Grounds 

maintenance will begin again 1st December.  The vegetation and brambles around 

the riverbank is due to be removed though there is doubt about ownership.  The 

Clerk reported that Teignbridge owns each riverbank to the centre of the river.     

Cllr. Rogers had sent an email with a poster for the Cost-of-Living event and 

advising that the police will be attending the next Chamber of Trade meeting.  
 

141.24 Devon County Council report.  

The Clerk presented the report received from Cllr. Sarah Khan (Appendix 3).   
 

142.24 

 

 

To receive the report from the Chair of the Finance committee.  

Cllr. Turner presented her report (Appendix 4).  
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143.24 To receive the report from the Chair of the Planning committee.     

Cllr. Searight reported that there was a small number of applications coming 

through, some supported, some not.  He had no further information on the sale of 

Kenwyn.  Cllr. Wood asked what will be happening to the large tree at the entrance 

to the Dolbeare site.  Cllr. Nutley responded that, according to DNPA it will be 

protected. Cllr. Searight agreed to contact DNPA and the architect.   ACTION                                                                                                         

144.24 To receive the report from the Chair of the General-Purpose committee.      

Cllr. Giles presented the action points from the last meeting and asked that point 

051.24GP, regarding the West Street bus stop is clarified.    

                                                                          ACTION   

145.24 To receive a report from the Information Centre subcommittee.        

Cllr. Giles presented her report (Appendix 5).  She asked that other Councillors do 

a shift in the Information Centre to gain a better understanding of what they do.  

Cllr. Searight offered any Saturday between now and Christmas and other 

Councillors offered to do a session where possible.  Cllr. Nutley reported that he 

has a meeting coming up with DNP to talk about stock that the Information Centre 

can purchase.  Cllr. Turner suggested cancelling the Councillor Surgery on 2nd 

November and moving it to an evening the following week.   

146.24 To receive an update from the HR Committee and resolve to consult staff on 

the revised contract and policies.      

The Clerk reported that the staff handbook and contracts have been completed but 

further communication is required.  It was agreed that the HR committee should 

meet imminently, consisting of Cllrs. Bovey, Distin, Giles, Turner and Wood. 

147.24 To receive the report from the Chamber of Trade.  

The Chair of the Chamber of Trade opened by apologising for non-attendance at 

the previous meeting due to personal reasons and requested that a copy of the 

minutes be forwarded to him. 

ACTION 

He expressed concern about the level of footfall in Ashburton of late.  It has 

dropped dramatically by at least 30%. It appears that all local towns’ footfall has 

decreased by 20-30%. He reported that the Arts Centre was also broken into about 

a week ago, the Chamber of Trade will discuss CCTV and report back to the 

Council.  Cllr. Searight recommended that the Arts Centre investigate a licence to 

hold the pizza café on their forecourt.   
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148.24 To resolve to appoint a representative to attend Ashburton Rollers.    

Cllr. Hogbin recently attended the Ashburton Rollers AGM and recommended that 

the Council should has a representative on this committee. Cllr Hogbin volunteered, 

seconded by Cllr. Wood.  All in favour.   

149.24 Councillors’ reports of attendance at sub committees and meetings of other 

organisations. 

Cllr. Turner reported that the Moorland AGM had been postponed and will now be 

held on 28th October, 6pm at the Royal British Legion. 

Cllr. Giles reported that the Cancer Big Breakfast will be held on 19th October. 

Cllr. Wood reported that the swimming pool are facing an urgent funding situation, 

and she will be submitting a paper to the Finance Committee to request that money 

is added to the precept.  There is a real danger that the pool will not reopen again 

without funding.  Cllr. Turner suggested also contacting the Hospital League of 

Friends. 

150.24 

 

 

To suggest content for the Ashburton Town Council media post. 

Cllr. Turner suggested the state of the town, a recreation of the town team and the 

Councillors’ surgeries. 

151.24 Matters raised by Councillors for information only or on a future agenda. 

Cllr. Turner reported that she will have leaflets and will advertise the Casual 

Vacancy at the Mayor’s coffee morning on 14th September. She would also like to 

revive the town team and suggested that it would be good if a Councillor took the 

lead on this.  She would also like to nominate a Freeperson of the Town and this to 

be discussed at a next GP meeting. 

ACTION 

Cllr. Pickvance reported that he and Cllr. Distin had been looking at cycle parking in 

town and would like further discussion at a future GP meeting. 

ACTION 

 

 

Cllr. Hogbin thanked everyone and closed the meeting at 21.15. 

 

 

Signed ____________________________ Date _______________ 

  Chair 
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Ashburton Town Council 

MINUTES OF THE FULL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD ON 

TUESDAY 10th SEPTEMBER 2024 At 7.30pm  
IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF THE TOWN HALL 

Actions arising from Full Council meeting of 10th September 2024 

 

136.24 To receive and approve the minutes of the previous meetings on 9th 

July 2024.    

The Clerk to send Cllr. Pickvance details of the Green Business grant. 
 

Clerk’s office to circulate the amended Communications and Social 
Media Policy to all Councillors. 

 

138.24 To receive nominations for the Ashburton Town Heroes.      

Clerk’s office to write to Ms Pomeroy-Evans.  

 

139.24 To receive the Police report.     

CCTV to be added to Finance meeting next week. 

Clerk’s Office to write to the Chief Constable about their prompt 

response with regard to the recent burglaries.   

CCTV coverage to be added to the next Finance agenda. 

 

143.24 To receive the report from the Chair of the Planning committee.     

Cllr Searight to contact DNPA and the architect regarding the tree at the 

entrance to Dolbeare Business Park. 

 

144.24 To receive the report from the Chair of the General-Purpose 

committee.      

Action points and asked that point 051.24 to be revisited at a future GP 

meeting.                                                                             

 

147.24 

  

To receive the report from the Chamber of Trade.  

Clerk’s Office to forward a copy of the minutes from the previous Full 

Council meeting to the Chair of the Chamber of Trade.  

 

 

151.24 Matters raised by Councillors for information only or on a future 

agenda. 

Clerk’s Office to add nomination of a Freeperson of the Town to a future 

GP agenda. 

 

Clerk’s Office to add cycle parking in town to a future GP agenda. 
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APPENDIX 2                                                                                                      ITEM 139.24 
 

 

 
 



 

8 
https://ashburton1.sharepoint.com/sites/AshburtonTownCouncil/Shared Documents/ATC Docs/Agendas and Minutes/Full 

Council/Full Council Mins/2024/09. September minutes Full Council - 10 September 2024.docx 

Ashburton Town Council 

MINUTES OF THE FULL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD ON 

TUESDAY 10th SEPTEMBER 2024 At 7.30pm  
IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF THE TOWN HALL 

 
APPENDIX 3                                                                                                   ITEM 141.24 
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APPENDIX 4                                                                                                ITEM 142.24  
 
 

REPORT AWAITED. 
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APPENDIX 5                                                                                                 ITEM 145.24 

 


