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y MINUTES OF THE FULL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON
TUESDAY 10" SEPTEMBER 2024 At 7.30pm
IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF THE TOWN HALL

Present: Cllr. Hogbin (Chair)
Clirs. Bovey, Distin, Giles, Hext, Nutley, Pickvance, Searight, Turner and
Wood.

In attendance: Town Clerk, Deputy Town Clerk, Office Administrator, Clir. Major, Rev Mark
Ryland, Chair of the Chamber of Trade and one member of the public.

133.24 Apologies.
The Clerk noted apologies had been received from ClIr. Parker due to a prior
commitment. ClIr. Nutley proposed acceptance of these apologies; seconded by
ClIr. Searight. All in favour.

134.24 Declarations of Interest.
There were none.

135.24 Public comments and statements.
Rt Revd Mark Rylands expressed his thanks to the police for responding so quickly
to the recent burglary at St Andrew’s Church. He is pleased to say that the CCTV
within the Church has shown a suspect. He added there had been many offers of
help and support from the community for which he was very grateful.

136.24 To receive and approve the minutes of the previous meetings on 9" July 2024.

Clir. Hogbin confirmed that the minutes had been circulated. Actions were reviewed
and the minutes were duly signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting.
Item 126.24 The Green Business Grants available from TDC, was discussed and
will be taken to the next Finance meeting, CllIr. Pickvance possibly has capacity to
help. The Clerk to send ClIr. Pickvance details. ACTION

Item 129.24 — Clerk’s office to circulate the amended Communications and Social
Media Policy to all Councillors. ACTION

137.24 To receive The Major’s report.
Clir. Hogbin presented her report (Appendix 1).

138.24 To receive nominations for the Ashburton Town Heroes.
The Clerk reported that two nominations had been received for the same person;
Margaret Pomeroy-Evans of DASH. ClIr. Nutley stated that this is a very worthy
nomination, Clir. Turner concurred. Clir. Nutley proposed acceptance of this
nomination; seconded by ClIr. Turner. All in favour. Clerk’s office to write to Ms.
Pomeroy-Evans.
ACTION
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To receive the Police report.
The Clerk noted that the report had previously been circulated. (Appendix 2). The
police will attend the full council meeting on 12" November. Discussion ensued
about the current CCTV. ClIr. Turner reported that it was installed prior to 2003 in
conjunction with the Chamber of Trade. CCTV to be added to Finance meeting
next week.

ACTION
ClIr. Pickvance suggested that the council should write to the Chief Constable
about their prompt response with regard to the recent burglaries. Further
discussion ensued about what to include in the letter but it was agreed to simply
pass on thanks from the external organisation. Proposed by ClIr. Pickvance;
seconded by Clir. Nutley. All in favour.

ACTION
The Clerk has requested a quote for CCTV to cover the recreation ground though
this may involve safeguarding issues. Cllr. Hogbin requested that this topic be
discussed further at a future Finance committee. CllIr. Turner noted that the cost of
updating the CCTV could be in the region of £30,000 so would need to go on to the
precept.

ACTION
Teignbridge District Council report.
Clir. Major noted that the Household Support Fund will be included in the Cost-of-
Living workshop in November, organised by ClIr. Stuart Rogers.
Clir. Nutley reported that the HSF has been extended to March 2025. Grounds
maintenance will begin again 15t December. The vegetation and brambles around
the riverbank is due to be removed though there is doubt about ownership. The
Clerk reported that Teignbridge owns each riverbank to the centre of the river.
CliIr. Rogers had sent an email with a poster for the Cost-of-Living event and
advising that the police will be attending the next Chamber of Trade meeting.

Devon County Council report.
The Clerk presented the report received from Cllr. Sarah Khan (Appendix 3).

To receive the report from the Chair of the Finance committee.
CllIr. Turner presented her report (Appendix 4).
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To receive the report from the Chair of the Planning committee.

ClIr. Searight reported that there was a small number of applications coming
through, some supported, some not. He had no further information on the sale of
Kenwyn. ClIr. Wood asked what will be happening to the large tree at the entrance
to the Dolbeare site. ClIr. Nutley responded that, according to DNPA it will be
protected. ClIr. Searight agreed to contact DNPA and the architect. ACTION

To receive the report from the Chair of the General-Purpose committee.
ClIr. Giles presented the action points from the last meeting and asked that point
051.24GP, regarding the West Street bus stop is clarified.

ACTION
To receive a report from the Information Centre subcommittee.
ClIr. Giles presented her report (Appendix 5). She asked that other Councillors do
a shift in the Information Centre to gain a better understanding of what they do.
ClIr. Searight offered any Saturday between now and Christmas and other
Councillors offered to do a session where possible. ClIr. Nutley reported that he
has a meeting coming up with DNP to talk about stock that the Information Centre
can purchase. ClIr. Turner suggested cancelling the Councillor Surgery on 2"
November and moving it to an evening the following week.

To receive an update from the HR Committee and resolve to consult staff on
the revised contract and policies.

The Clerk reported that the staff handbook and contracts have been completed but
further communication is required. It was agreed that the HR committee should
meet imminently, consisting of Clirs. Bovey, Distin, Giles, Turner and Wood.

To receive the report from the Chamber of Trade.
The Chair of the Chamber of Trade opened by apologising for non-attendance at
the previous meeting due to personal reasons and requested that a copy of the
minutes be forwarded to him.

ACTION
He expressed concern about the level of footfall in Ashburton of late. It has
dropped dramatically by at least 30%. It appears that all local towns’ footfall has
decreased by 20-30%. He reported that the Arts Centre was also broken into about
a week ago, the Chamber of Trade will discuss CCTV and report back to the
Council. ClIr. Searight recommended that the Arts Centre investigate a licence to
hold the pizza café on their forecourt.
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148.24 To resolve to appoint a representative to attend Ashburton Rollers.
Clir. Hogbin recently attended the Ashburton Rollers AGM and recommended that
the Council should has a representative on this committee. Clir Hogbin volunteered,
seconded by Clir. Wood. All in favour.

149.24 Councillors’ reports of attendance at sub committees and meetings of other
organisations.
ClIr. Turner reported that the Moorland AGM had been postponed and will now be
held on 28" October, 6pm at the Royal British Legion.
ClIr. Giles reported that the Cancer Big Breakfast will be held on 19" October.
Clir. Wood reported that the swimming pool are facing an urgent funding situation,
and she will be submitting a paper to the Finance Committee to request that money
is added to the precept. There is a real danger that the pool will not reopen again
without funding. ClIr. Turner suggested also contacting the Hospital League of
Friends.

150.24 To suggest content for the Ashburton Town Council media post.
Clir. Turner suggested the state of the town, a recreation of the town team and the
Councillors’ surgeries.

151.24 Matters raised by Councillors for information only or on a future agenda.

ClIr. Turner reported that she will have leaflets and will advertise the Casual
Vacancy at the Mayor’s coffee morning on 14" September. She would also like to
revive the town team and suggested that it would be good if a Councillor took the
lead on this. She would also like to nominate a Freeperson of the Town and this to
be discussed at a next GP meeting.

ACTION
CliIr. Pickvance reported that he and ClIr. Distin had been looking at cycle parking in
town and would like further discussion at a future GP meeting.

ACTION

Cllr. Hogbin thanked everyone and closed the meeting at 21.15.

Signed Date
Chair
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Actions arising from Full Council meeting of 10" September 2024

136.24 | To receive and approve the minutes of the previous meetings on 9"
July 2024.
The Clerk to send Cllr. Pickvance details of the Green Business grant.

Clerk’s office to circulate the amended Communications and Social
Media Policy to all Councillors.

138.24 | To receive nominations for the Ashburton Town Heroes.
Clerk’s office to write to Ms Pomeroy-Evans.

139.24 | To receive the Police report.

CCTV to be added to Finance meeting next week.

Clerk’s Office to write to the Chief Constable about their prompt
response with regard to the recent burglaries.

CCTV coverage to be added to the next Finance agenda.

143.24 | To receive the report from the Chair of the Planning committee.
Clir Searight to contact DNPA and the architect regarding the tree at the
entrance to Dolbeare Business Park.

144.24 | To receive the report from the Chair of the General-Purpose
committee.

Action points and asked that point 051.24 to be revisited at a future GP
meeting.

147.24 | To receive the report from the Chamber of Trade.
Clerk’s Office to forward a copy of the minutes from the previous Full
Council meeting to the Chair of the Chamber of Trade.

151.24 | Matters raised by Councillors for information only or on a future
agenda.

Clerk’s Office to add nomination of a Freeperson of the Town to a future
GP agenda.

Clerk’s Office to add cycle parking in town to a future GP agenda.
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Item 137.24

Mayors report, September 2024

It has been a fun few months connecting with the community, meeting different groups in their
own environment. Meeting people where they are at.

Since July | have attended the Portreeve coffee morning, they had some fun stalls and lots of
second-hand clothes.

It was fun joining the Ashburton Brownies to celebrate 100 years of being in Ashburton. |
reminisced over my childhood guiding experiences.

At the Ashburton and Buckfastleigh health and wellbeing League of Friends AGM, it was great to
hear about their work and they reach out in so many ways to different groups in our community.
Dr Titford shared his thoughts on the changes and future of GP practices.

I felt privileged to hear the musicians at the chamber festival.

The rotary art exhibition has an incredible array of local artists” work. | understand they raised
over £7000. | will be interested to see how the community benefits from this fund.

| felt ebliged to jump into the outdoor pool as part of their official opening. The gala was enjoyed
by many young people and was complemented well with a BBQ, cakes and sweets.

It was breathtaking to see so many volunteers be recognised for their work and commitment to
Moorland Community Caring and their work at their AGM. The cream tea was very much
appreciated as well.

| felt humbled at the Farming communities Lammas Tide service in Buckland. Many members
share their stories of how they support our farmers with the tireless work they do so we can have
food on our plates. | have never really considerad how isolating this type of work is and shocked
to hear about the level of mental health within this community.

The Ashburton Rellers AGM was a chance to hear about their ambitions with the skatepark. The
AGM saw new younger members joining the committee giving the older members a chance to
stand back.

The Dartmoor Rescue Awards was another enlightening experience. It was nice to hear craws’
stories of why they commit to the team and its work. One forgets the level of training they have
to do and the amount of time they spend away from their family and loved ones. Their stories of
rescues sound fun when relayed but we all know that can’t always be the case. There were
members of the crew who have been part of the team for around 38 years, such a commitment.

My last adventure has been to assist with running messy church. We were looking at the
importance of a community that works together and how that makes us feel supportad
especially when needed.

| look forward to the next month and what type of events it entails.
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APPENDIX 2 ITEM 139.24

Iterm 139,24

Neighbourhood Police Report
Ashburton Town Council
August 2024

This repart cavers the area of the Ashburton.
The area includes the town of Ashburton, its road netwark including a section of the ASE.

The area is served by the Neighbowrhaad Policing team, working out of Ashbuerten Palice Offics,
Canway Houwse,

The team is led by Sector Inspector Sean Roper and Police Sergeant Seth Sawunders.

PC Claire HURRELL is the Neighbourhood Beat Manager Tor Ashburton working alongside PCE0
Tamzin Campbell-Moseley,

In the period 17 of August 2024 to 317 August 2024 there were 10 eriminal offences reported Tar
this area.

1-Criminal Damage to Vehicle

3- Assault

1- Theft

1- Harassment

1 - Fraud

1- Causging Intentional Harassment
1 - Burglary

1 - Possess Imitation Firearrm

Palice also responded to over T8 non orime incidents across this area.

These included, road traflic related rmatters, domestics, concerns far wellare, midsing persons and
lirearms / licensing management.

Tamgin Compbell-Moreley

Police Community Support Officer 30557
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APPENDIX 3 ITEM 141.24

ltem 141.24
DCC Report — September 2024

Removal of loading bay on North Street has been put forward to HATOC as
the Bay Horse has not re-opened.

Household DIY Waste changes

Mew legislation (the Controlled Waste (England and Wales) (Amendment)
Regulations 2023) came into force on 31 December 2023. The legislation
required DCC to accept small amounts of DIY Waste from Householders free
of charge at the HWRCs. The delegated decision means that (in addition to
the existing HWRC DIY Waste Charging Scheme):

+ Devon Householders now have: a ‘free allowance’ of up to two rubble bags
(e.g. a proprietary ‘rubble’ bag that can be purchased from a DIY store and
can be safely lifted by the depositor) per visit or o One larger item up to a
maximum of 2000mm length per visit. Any excess material (or oversize
material) is subject to the existing charging scheme and paid for in the normal
way.

+ The ‘'free allowance' is only offered based on up to four single visits per
household in any four-week period. Any visits in excess of this is subject to
the existing charging scheme and paid for in the normal way.

= Given the short timescale to implement this legislation, basic visual checks
took place initially by site staff to ensure householders were complying with
the conditions for free disposal.

Taking into account how hard this is to manage on site, a Web-based IT ‘pre-
authorisation’ system is being developed to effectively manage the free
allocation per household, set out above.

Highways

The additional £10m of capital funding has been allocated to Additional
serviceability patching (E7.75m) White lining maintenance (£0.25m) Drainage
improvements (£2m)

As of mid-August, over 16,000m2 of serviceability patching has been laid,
equating to over 315 locations.

Over the summer four white lining gangs have been working across the
county to remark the following:

* 145 mini roundabouts
+ 30 compact roundabouts
*+ 197 zebra crossings
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The funding will also allow approximately 10km of double white lines to be
refreshed. The programme of drainage improvements is being delivered
through the Term Maintenance Contractor. The additional funding provided by

the DFT Traffic Signal Obsolescence Grant and Green Light Fund is enabling
a range of sites to be renewed and reviewed to maximise efficiency. Delivery
of the Local Area Capital Program was delayed until mid-May due to the need
for resource to be focused on the delivery of reactive pothole repairs following
the challenging Winter and Spring. Delivery is now progressing well, with a
large proportion of the works already completed or scheduled to be delivered
ahead of winter.

Performance and Partnerships

Highways has been working closely with DALC to build better relationships
with our Parish and Town Councils. A programme of webinars has been
established to provide an overview of the key areas of the service.

Roles and Responsibilities — Sth June 2024

DIY Highways - 15th August 2024

How are our Roads Maintained? - 18th October 2024
Understanding Roadworks - 5th December 2024
Investment in Highways Infrastructure - 6th February 2025
Highways and the Planning System - 3rd April 2025.

The first events have been successful with over 80 people in attendance. The
sessions are recorded and available for viewing via the DALC members
website. Following the initial Roles and Responsibilities event, an in-person
workshop with a number of clerks was facilitated by DALC to address some of
the concems raised regarding the approach and consistency of
communications between the Service and Parish and Town Councils. The
Town and Parish Council webpages are also going to be reviewed and
brought in line with the information available through the Members portal.
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REPORT AWAITED.
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Ashburton Information Centre Report - September 2024

We have had a busy summer season with regard to people visiting the centre
to pick up leaflets for attractions and advice from our wonderful volunteers on
places to eat, stay and directions for walks on Dartmoor. Although as | say
the visitors are coming in we have seen a slight fall in purchases.

| am pleased to say that we have regular locals that like to pop in and have a
chat and a look around. | would add that these are mainly from the older
generation and | would hate to discourage this as it is another valuable
service that we provide, a welcoming place that they feel they can pop into
and have little chat. To some people we are the only people that they will
speak to that day. This was very evident when last Saturday we had a
distressed lady come into us with no form of |.D on her. Fortunately, we were
able spot a nurse in the car park who was able to come and assist us. After
several phone calls we were able to phone her husband who came to pick
her up.

Although the schools have now gone back for the autumn term we are seeing
a different type of visitor so it is imperative that we remain current, up-to-date
and open. Ann and | have put in place a comprehensive volunteer schedule
so we can see 2-3 months in advance when volunteers are unable to cover
their regular hours so we can arrange the cover and keep the centre open
and we fortunate to welcome Kevin Lewis as a new volunteer.

We have the councillors surgery's being held on the first Saturday of the
month starting -

5th October
2nd November
7th December

Although Ann will be in the information centre for those Saturdays | am
unable to attend October’s and November's so | am looking for councillor
volunteers that can help Ann cover the surgery's from 11 to 12.

| would like to finish by inviting you all to volunteer at the centre for a
Saturday shift so you can fully understand and appreciate exactly what we
are trying to do.

Thank you,
Clir. Jenny Giles

Chair of the Information Centre sub-committee
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