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Ashburton Town Council 

MINUTES OF THE FULL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD ON 

TUESDAY 10th OCTOBER 2023 At 7.30pm  
IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF THE TOWN HALL 

 

Present: Cllr. Giles (Chair) 

Cllrs. Bovey, Distin, Hogbin, Nutley, Parker, Tinne and Turner 

In attendance: The Town Clerk, Office Administrator, Cllr, Rogers, Sgt. Saunders,  

Chair of BYP and 2 representatives of Ashburton Museum. 

169/23 Apologies.  

The Clerk noted apologies had been received from Cllrs. Searight and Wood due 

to prior engagements.  Apologies also received from Cllr. Parker-Khan and Cllr. 

Cox.  Cllr. Giles proposed to accept these apologies, seconded by Cllr. Nutley.  

All in favour. 

170/23 Declarations of interest. 

Cllr. Nutley noted he abstains from voting on planning due to his membership of 

both the DNPA and Teignbridge Planning committees.  

171/23 Public comments/statements. 

The postmaster spoke about the opening of the Post Office Hub.  The Hub opens 

on Friday 13th October at 9.45 am. 

172/23 Minutes of the previous meeting held on 12th September 2023.  

Cllr. Giles confirmed the minutes had been circulated and proposed that they 
should be signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting, seconded by Cllr 
Nutley. All in favour.  

173/23 Notice of Conclusion of Audit year ending 31 March 2023. 

The Town Clerk advised Councillors that Ashburton Town Council have passed 

the external audit and have received certification of same. (See Appendix 1.) 

174/23 Police report.   

Sergeant Saunders gave apologies from his Inspector for his absence.  He 

presented an overview of his area and presented September’s crime figures.  He 

noted that these low figures are replicated across his area.  

Standing Orders were suspended to allow a member of the public to ask 

questions.  Standing Orders were then reinstated.  Cllr. Giles noted that the PCSO 

is holding an open clinic on 19th October at the Information Centre, 3-4pm. 

175/23 Report to Council from Ashburton Museum.   

 The representatives from the museum presented their report noting that their 

visitor numbers have increased from c. 400 pre-covid to 900 this year.  They 

reported that they have ongoing problems with damp and a crack in the wall.  Cllr. 

Nutley suggested that the museum can request funding from Teignbridge.   
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176/23  Report to Council from Bank Youth Project.   

The Chair of BYP presented her report noting that they now have approximately 

200 members and are helped immensely by PCSO Tamsin Campbell-Moseley.  

Cllr. Hogbin gave thanks for their work. 

177/23 Change to Standing Orders regarding Committees and sub-committee 

status.  

 The Town Clerk presented a schematic of the Ashburton Town Council 

committees and sub-committees.  Cllr. Turner noted that Staffing/HR should be a 

working group and then become a sub-committee once current contracts have 

been finalised.  The Town Clerk suggested that it would then feed back into 

Finance for precept etc.  This was then proposed by Cllr. Turner and seconded by 

Cllr. Tinne.  All in favour. (Cllr. Hogbin did not vote as she was out of the room.) 

178/23 Cllr. Turner to present the Finance Committee Chair’s report.   

Cllr. Turner confirmed the minutes had been circulated and proposed they be 

accepted as a true and accurate record of the meeting; seconded by Cllr. Distin.  

Cllr. Distin suggested the Town Clerk’s office write a letter of thanks to the past 

Chair of the Finance Committee.                                                           ACTION 

179/23 Cllr. Searight to present the Planning Committee Chair’s report.  

 Cllr. Turner confirmed the minutes had been circulated and proposed they be 

accepted as a true and accurate record of the meeting; seconded by Cllr. Giles. 

180/23 Cllr. Wood to present the General Purposes Committee Chair’s report.  

Cllr. Bovey confirmed the minutes had been circulated.  Cllr. Distin proposed they 

be accepted as a true and accurate record of the meeting; seconded by Cllr. 

Tinne.  Cllr. Distin noted that one quote had been received for the tree safety 

assessment.  The Town Clerk explained that it is urgent and can go ahead with 

that one quote.                                                                                           ACTION 

181/23 Teignbridge District Council report.  

 Cllr. Nutley reported that he needs to seek permission from Devon County 

Council to plant trees in Miners Way and that some possibly dangerous trees in 

the Rec. are to be inspected.   

Cllr. Rogers reported on local anti-social behaviour and a local drug problem.                                                                                                      

 

182/23 Devon County Council report. 

 Town Clerk’s office to contact Cllr. Parker-Khan for her report. 

ACTION 
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183/23 The Portreeve’s report.  

The Portreeve reported that the recent Ploughman’s Evening raised £1,490.  

There will be a Quiz Evening on 14th October and a Growing Space event on 21st 

October at 3.30pm in the Town Hall. 

184/23 Proposal to support Ashburton Swimming Pool. 

 The Town Clerk reported that she had received a response detailing where the 

Council’s grant has been spent.   After further discussion it was agreed that the 

matter will be postponed until the next Finance Committee meeting on 21st 

November.  The Town Clerk will invite the Chair and Treasurer to that meeting to 

enable the Councillors to ask questions.                                                  ACTION 

185/23 Considerations for five year-year financial planning. 

 The Town Clerk shared the Asset Register information.  This agenda item is to be 

moved to the next General Purposes Committee meeting for further discussion. 

ACTION 

186/23 Councillors’ reports of attendance at sub committees and meetings of other 

organisations. 

  Cllr. Turner reported that she attended the Moorland Community AGM and is 

now Chair. 

 Cllr. Nutley reported that he is now a member of the Tree Management 

Partnership. 

187/23 To agree the title and suggest content for the Ashburton Town Council 

media post. 

 It was agreed that the title is to be Town Council News and the first article will 

include a push for new Councillors. 

188/23 Matters raised by Councillors for information only or for a future agenda. 

 Cllr. Turner asked that the “opening statement” be on the top of all agendas. 

 Cllr. Bovey asked that she report on the Information Centre at the next Full 

Council meeting. 

 Cllr. Tinne asked the other Councillors for further information of parking issues in 

Ashburton.  They will respond to her via the Councillors’ WhatsApp group. 

Cllr. Giles thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 21:30 

 

Signed ____________________________ Date _______________ 

  Chair  
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Actions arising 

 

178/23 Cllr. Turner to present the Finance Committee Chair’s report.   

Town Clerk’s office write a letter of thanks to the past Chair of the 

Finance Committee.                                                                                                  

 

180/23 Cllr. Wood to present the General Purposes Committee Chair’s 

report.  

Town Clerk’s office to engage the tree safety specialist.                                                                                           

 

182/23 Devon County Council report. 
Town Clerk’s office to contact Cllr. Parker-Khan for her report. 

 

184/23 Proposal to support Ashburton Swimming Pool. 
The Town Clerk will invite the Chair and Treasurer to that meeting to 
enable the Councillors to ask questions 

 

185/23 Considerations for five-year financial planning. 

Town Clerk to carry this item forward to the next General Purposes 

Committee meeting. 
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