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Present: Cllr. Baker (Chair) 
Cllrs. Bovey, Crook, Distin, Giles, Hogbin, Major, Nutley, Pickvance & Siddle. 

In attendance: The Clerk and Deputy Clerk, The Portreeve, the Master Bailiff and two  
members of the public 

 
163/22 Apologies. 

The Clerk noted Cllrs. Vogel and Pugh were unwell Cllr. Baker proposed to  
accept these apologies, seconded by Cllr. Giles. All in favour. 
Cllrs. Khan (DCC) and Cox (TDC) also sent apologies.  
 164/22 Declarations of interest. 
Cllr. Nutley noted he abstains on voting due to his membership of both the  
DNPA and Teignbridge Planning committees. 
 165/22 

 
Public comments/statements.  
A member ACE asked for an update on the use of land provided by Glendinning  
as a possible grant was available with a deadline for January 2023.  
Cllr Baker suspended standing orders so that questions could be answered. 
Cllr. Distin suggested clarification be sought from Glendinning regarding the use of t  
land and be placed on the GP agenda (as there are no financial implications). 
Cllr. Pickvance agreed to contact Glendinning. 
Cllr Baker reinstated standing orders. 

166/22 To receive the minutes of the previous meeting on 11th October 2022 
Cllr. Baker noted Full Council Minutes from September had been circulated. 
Cllr. Baker proposed the minutes be accepted a true and accurate record,  
seconded by Cllr Crook. All in favour. 
 

167/22 Chair’s report 
Cllr. Baker outlined the activities undertaken this month including the judging of 
the Pumpkin Competition and attending the well-attended Royal British Legion  
Coffee Morning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

168/22 Police Report 
The Clerk presented the Police Report (Appendix 1), noting the local PCSO  
has visited The Clerk’s Office, reporting that P.C. Dudley was making extra  
patrols following the vandalism in the Recreation Ground.  
The new Police Inspector had responded to our request to meet suggesting a  
day-time meeting. The Clerk has requested an evening meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 

Ashburton Town Council 
MINUTES OF THE FULL TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON 

Tuesday 8th November 2022 at 
7.30pm in The Town Hall 
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169/22 Finance Chair’s report (Cllr. Distin) 
Cllr. Distin noted the Finance meeting minutes had been circulated. Cllr.  
Distin proposed they be adopted, –seconded by Cllr. Major. All in favour. 
Matters arising: 
1. Invoices now sent to The Old Library 
2. Feedback on kitchen alterations - outstanding 

 3. The Clerk to chase the invoice for the swimming passes. Agreement to be  
sought at Finance Committee                                                                ACTION 

4. Interview for the Town Ranger – panel confirmed for later this week. 

170/22 
 
 

Planning Committee Chair’s report (Cllr. Baker) 
Cllr. Baker confirmed the minutes from October 2022 had been circulated  

 Cllr proposed they be accepted as true and accurate, seconded by Cllr. Siddle. All  
favour. No matters arising 

Planning Applications to be considered (Appendix 2): 

0396/22 Land Adjacent to Tuckers. 
Mixed use development comprising flexible Class E units (Plot A), country store 
including farmers market and garden supplies (Plot B) and Class E / sui generis unit 
(Plot C) plus associated pedestrian and vehicular access, car parking and other hard 
standing and landscaping (alternative scheme to that previously approved). 
Cllr. Baker proposed the application was supported with the proviso that the park and 
ride was considered and the colour of the R&D Machinery sign was amended, seconde  
by Cllr. Pickvance. All in favour 

0403/22 Old Court House 
Replacement of existing roof tiles 
Cllr. Pickvance outlined his report supporting the application, seconded by Cllr. Siddle. 
All in favour 
 
0419/22 Land at Linhay Hill   
Change of use of land used in conjunction with the quarry to the north of the site to a 
waste transfer station and office 
Cllr Baker clarified the ‘waste transfer’ terminology.  
Cllr. Nutley asked if noise had been considered. Cllr. Pickvance noted the site was alrea  
utilised for HGV use. 
Cllr. Baker proposed the application be supported, seconded by Cllr. Pickvance. All in 
favour. 
 
0418/22 64 Westabrook 
External insulation and replacement windows, to upgrade thermal properties of the un  
Cllr. Distin sought further clarification on the application, Cllr. Baker explaining Housin  
Authorities were all looking to decarbonise. Cllr. Pickvance proposed to support the 
application, seconded by Cllr. Distin. All in favour. 

171/22 General Purposes Committee Chair’s Report (Cllr. Crook). 
Cllr. Crook noted that the minutes of the last had been circulated. Cllr. Nutley propos  
to accept the minutes, seconded by Cllr. Siddle. All in favour  
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172/22 Information Centre Committee Chair’s Report (Cllr. Bovey). 
Cllr Bovey gave thanks to Alan Lambourne for the information centre updates. T  
trial of Saturday opening suggests it is not viable ongoing. Cllr. Bovey provided  
overview of the Halloween and Remembrance Day activities and noted t  
preparations for Christmas were well underway.  
 

173/22 Teignbridge District Council Report 
Cllr. Nutley outlined the Future High Street fund, noting the cinema and High Stre  
development is near to sign-off. 
He outlined the plight of the local swimming pools now earmarked to receive sm  
amounts of funding. 
He updated Council on Cleder Place explaining he was still liaising regarding the p  
area. The need to refurbish prior to any transfer has been requested. 
  The Clerk is reviewing the insurance implications. 
Cllr. Baker agreed new equipment would need to be considered or alternatively  
three-year dowry provided to compensate. 
Cllr. Crook enquired on the whereabouts of the old equipment from The Den. C  
Nutley noted the equipment removed was in poor condition and not salvageable. 
Cllr. Hogbin highlighted the health and safety risks of the current lay-out. 

174/22 Devon County Council Report  
The Clerk highlighted the email previously circulated from Cllr. Khan noting there  
little to report from DCC apart from the ongoing budgetary constraints. Budgets in  
departments are being scrutinised to ensure a balanced budget can be set for ne  
year. Serious financial concerns remain about the shortfall. Cllr. Khan agreed  
update as soon as further information comes forward. 
She also noted a meeting with the Highways team is due to discuss the extent of t  
proposed 20mph scheme for which Ashburton has been selected. Again, once sh  
has the outcome of the meeting, she will let the Council know what the initial propos  
are and whether any adaptations need to be made 
 

175/22 The Portreeve’s Report 
The Portreeve gave his final report (Appendix 3) noting he was due to hand over  
22nd Nov. He thanked ATC for the support in his year of office.  
He noted a current application for a second defibrillator following donations from t  
Hospital League of Friends, The Ashburton Lodge and The Spar. 
The Portreeve highlighted using the Ambulance Service defibrillator ‘activation radi  
zones, a further four defibrillators would be required to fully cover Ashburton 
Finally, the Portreeve outlined the forthcoming events. 
Cllr Baker thanked the Portreeve for his service.  
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176/22 Ashburton Safe Haven update 
The Chair outlined her report (Appendix 4), noting it had been seven months since 
Ashburton received the first family. We have a large patch and there are now 18 
families in our locality (110 in Teignbridge). She noted more hosts were needed. 
Families meet monthly at weekends, providing language skills where needed a  
support for primary school children such as laptops 
Teign CVS have been very proactive. 
Ashburton District is the only independent voluntary group. They have received fund  
and donations to help with clothes, shoes and relocation costs. 
She thanked the RBL for the use of the hut provided free of charge. 
Cllr. Nutley and Cllr. Baker both thanked Safe Haven for all their work. 

177/22 Chamber of Trade update. 
The Chair sent apologies – no report 

178/22 Warm Space Project update 
The Chair presented her written report highlighting the new name agreed Ashburt  
Winter Warmers. She noted that eight groups were now involved, and Teign Hous  
had also responded and are happy for the use of the resident’s room in St Andre  
Close. 
St Andrew’s Church ‘Soup’ event has twelve people attend. The combined ongo  
scheduled is to be released shortly. 
The next meeting is to held on 1st Dec at 19:30 at the Info Centre. 

 
179/22 Council elections  

Cllr. Pickvance outlined three possible scenarios:  
1) the entire town council stands for re-election and could be re-elected 
unopposed (this would include any current coopted members) any shortfall might 
be made up of newly coopted members.  
  2) more people put their name forward for inclusion than there are Councillors 
required, in which case there is an election, and a new Town council is elected. 
Any shortfall would require there to be newly coopted members.  
3) insufficient number of people stand for re-election and a quorum (the minimum 
number of members of an assembly or society that must be present at any of its 
meetings to make the proceedings of that meeting valid.) is not reached.  
Cllr. Pickvance noted it is incumbent upon all to try to encourage others to stand 
for election in order that the membership of Ashburton Town Council is drawn from 
the widest possible base to represent the people of Ashburton and Ashburton 
Town. All of us are members of one or other societies, groups, clubs, committees 
or whatever, be that the Gardening society, the Museum Committee, Cancer 
Research UK and so on and he thinks that we should all encourage others within 
our spheres of influence to put their names forward as a member of ATC.  
If there are insufficient new names and there is no Town Council, then all that has 
been achieved over the past four years will have been for nothing 
Cllr. Pickvance to circulate his report Encouraging Councillors/Voters (Appendix 5) 
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180/22 Discuss Town Hall maintenance and remedial work 
Cllr. Baker has tried to contact DNP Planning for a retrospective agreement but has n  
had a response. 
Cllr. Distin asked the costs of the surveyor and Cllr. Major asked whether these would 
be included in the insurance. 
Cllr Distin asked Cllr Nutley to place pressure for a DNP response. 
Various options were discussed as to the ceiling being returned to the previous 
arrangement to full renovation. 
Strategic plan to be discussed within a smaller sub-group. 
The Clerk, Cllrs Siddle, Baker, Giles, Hogbin and Crook agreed to meet on Thursday 
13th Nov at 18.30 in Coljan Restaurant. 

181/22 Councillors’ reports on attendance at sub committees and meetings of other 
organisations. 
Cllr. Giles noted that Cancer Research UK were going ahead with their Big Breakfa  
but offering breakfast baps in place of the usual Full English. 

182/22 Matters raised by Councillors for information only or possible inclusion on  
future agenda. 
Cllr. Distin highlighted that the light remained in disrepair at Roborough. The Cle  
assured Council this had been reported. 
Cllr. Nutley reported that the Church Hall has offered to host the Christmas lunch  
needed. 

Cllr. Baker thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 20.47 
 
 

Signed        Date      
Chair 

 
 
 
Summary of actions –  

Item Actions By 
 

169/22 Clerk to chase invoice for payment for the Swimming Po  
passes issued 

 

 
 

Appendix 1. – Police report 
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Appendix 2 – Planning Reports 

0396/22 Land Adjacent to Tuckers. 
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0403/22 Old Court House 
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0419/22 Land at Linhay Hill   
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0418/22 64 Westabrook 
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Appendix 3 – Portreeve Report 
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Appendix 4 – Ashburton Safe Haven update 

It is now over 7 months since our first Ukrainian guests started arriving in 
Ashburton. This is a brief update of the work that Ashburton Safe Haven has been 
doing to support the families that have been arriving here in our own town and 
surrounding areas during that time. 
 
Ashburton Safe Haven is working with Teignbridge in providing support for 
Ukrainian families. Teignbridge district has been zoned into different areas with 
Ashburton Safe Haven supporting families in Ashburton, Buckfastleigh, Bovey, 
North Bovey and Moretonhamstead. 
 
Teignbridge has been a particularly proactive council and has provided funding 
to Ashburton Safe Haven to help in the running of the social hub and for 
providing English lessons. In addition to this, monthly meetings are held for all 
coordinators, such as myself, within Teignbridge to discuss services provided and 
issues arising across the district. Teignbridge have now put together it’s own 
financial support package for families moving into independent accommodation. 
Teignbridge also circulate their own monthly newsletter with wider district services 
on offer for all families. 

 
There are now over 110 Ukrainian families living in Teignbridge and 18 of those are 
in our designated area. Out of these, 4 families are in Ashburton itself, 3 in 
Buckfastleigh and 7 in Bovey/North Bovey and 4 in Moretonhampstead. There is 
one family in Ashburton with children attending the primary school. 
 
During the spring and summer months our social hub ran weekly on Wednesday 
mornings at the RBL hub. We had plenty of help from local volunteers and it was 
used as a place for Ukrainians to meet each other and get any advice or support 
they might need. It was mainly our guests from Ashburton and Buckfastleigh who 
attended these events. Rebecca Bright, our Citizen’s advice contact and Jane 
Weir, the Teignbridge coordinator for Ukrainian families, came along to some of 
these meetings to offer their support. 
 
Many of our guests have now found employment and so throughout the autumn 
and winter months Ashburton Safe Haven will be meeting monthly at weekends 
for tea and cake. We also have a Ukrainian meal planned for January thanks to 
the kindness of Ian Pickvance who will be cooking a delicious meal for guests, 
host and volunteers. 
 
There has been much support from our volunteers in many personal ways. 
Volunteers have befriended families or individuals by helping with lifts to 
appointments, taking them out and about, with ongoing help with childcare, 
conversation classes and support with job seeking. 

 
Throughout the spring and summer, drop in English lessons were provided at the 
Arts centre but it was hard to find a time which suited everyone, and these 
sessions were poorly attended. However, there is renewed enthusiasm and a 
class is starting up again this week with an experienced teacher in Buckfastleigh. 
As well as the social hub, Ashburton Safe Haven has sent out monthly 
newsletters welcoming new guests and signposting them to local groups offering 
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their support. For example Ashburton swimming pool offered free swims, Rafikis 
offered welcome meals, local therapists offered free therapy sessions and St 
Andrew’s church has warmly welcomed them into their congregation. 
 
Ashburton Safe Haven has also received many donations from a range of local 
businesses and fundraising events. This has enabled us to set up a Children’s 
Fund which helps fund families for essential items such as school shoes and 
warm coats. It has also enabled us to gift some financial support to families 
moving into their own accommodation after the initial 6 month period. 

 
There are some very real ongoing challenges for our guests. 
Not everyone is finding it easy to find suitable work and very few have their own 
transport. Finding affordable accommodation after the initial 6 month period will 
be very difficult especially for those with low income jobs and those who are over 
here living as a single parent in particular face significant challenges without an 
established support network. In many ways, it will be from this point on that they 
will need even greater support from our community. 

 
As the war continues in Ukraine many of our guests are frantic about friends and 
family left behind and are begging for assistance in sponsorship. This is heart 
breaking. Their distress is very real and they are completely dependent on the 
goodwill of our town and the generosity of the hosts. If anyone knows of anyone 
able to sponsor a family then I can help make the introductions. 

 
Sarah MacAlpine 
Chair of Ashburton Safe Haven 

 

Appendix 5 – Encouraging Councillors/Voters 

I do think that it's a good idea to get all Councillors to write down WHY they became a 
Councillor, what it was that made them think ‘I should do that’. It could be a one topic 
agenda, ‘more housing’ ‘less dog muck in the park’ ‘I want to represent the oppressed 
and down-trodden’ ‘more gated communities’ or whatever.  

It would be good for all Councillors to write down how they find working on the council, 
frustrating, exciting, dull or whatever.  

To write down what they thought the council did before joining, and how they feel 
about it now.  

These things don't need to be a newspaper article, one or two words would suffice. 
Maybe a ‘Ten reasons why I became a Councillor’ type questionnaire?  

Why do current Councillors think it's good to encourage others to join? Do they think 
it's good? Or would they prefer that others did the job?  

Outline the consequences of not having candidates stand for election.  

Reasons why we should all exercise our right to vote, regardless of who we vote for, 
or whether we consciously don't take part. As I said, I personally have little regard for 
people who simply can't be bothered, or have the ‘what difference does it make, 
they're all the same’ argument i.e. I just can't be bothered to get off the sofa once in 
four years (or two years etc.)  
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Maybe some sort of ‘idiots guide to democracy’, very simple and easy to grasp 
(Winston Churchill once said that Democracy is the worst possible system we could 
have, except for all the others… or something to that effect)  
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Encourage people to register, you can register quite simply up to a year before your 
18th birthday, so that you can exercise your right the moment you turn 18. Anyone 
who has recently moved or changed their name can alter their details very easily to 
make sure that they are on the voting register.  

Outline what people went through in order to gain the right to vote, Suffragettes (?) for 
example.  

All of the above needs to be brought together pretty quickly, the elections are in May 
and it's no good Councillors saying what they think at the end of April, it's too late then.  

There should be one clear narrative for all the groups suggested, Students, ACE, W.I., 
Pensioners Association etc. all the same. There may be a lot of flak from some 
corners who feel they're being taught to suck eggs, but any thoughts from other 
groups would be useful to the overall view.  

An outline of what the Town Council does or doesn't do or can and can't do the job of 
the clerks and help or advice from other quarters.  

An outline of the various tiers of government, from TC to Westminster perhaps?  

I also think that it's important that this is not just a once-off, last minute after thought, 
the thing needs to be repeated annually and honed to get people enthused! 


