Present:

Aghburton TWown Council

MINUTES OF THE FULL TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON
Tuesday 8" November 2022 at
7.30pm in The Town Hall

Clir. Baker (Chair)
Clirs. Bovey, Crook, Distin, Giles, Hogbin, Major, Nutley, Pickvance & Siddle.

In attendance: The Clerk and Deputy Clerk, The Portreeve, the Master Bailiff and two

163/22

164/22

165/22

166/22

167/22

168/22

members of the public

Apologies.

The Clerk noted Clirs. Vogel and Pugh were unwell ClIr. Baker proposed to
accept these apologies, seconded by Clir. Giles. All in favour.

Clirs. Khan (DCC) and Cox (TDC) also sent apologies.

Declarations of interest.

Clir. Nutley noted he abstains on voting due to his membership of both the
DNPA and Teignbridge Planning committees.

Public comments/statements.

A member ACE asked for an update on the use of land provided by Glendinning

as a possible grant was available with a deadline for January 2023.

Cllr Baker suspended standing orders so that questions could be answered.

ClIr. Distin suggested clarification be sought from Glendinning regarding the use of
land and be placed on the GP agenda (as there are no financial implications).

Cllr. Pickvance agreed to contact Glendinning.

ClIr Baker reinstated standing orders.

To receive the minutes of the previous meeting on 11" October 2022
CllIr. Baker noted Full Council Minutes from September had been circulated.
Clir. Baker proposed the minutes be accepted a true and accurate record,
seconded by ClIr Crook. All in favour.

Chair’s report

Clir. Baker outlined the activities undertaken this month including the judging of
the Pumpkin Competition and attending the well-attended Royal British Legion
Coffee Morning.

Police Report

The Clerk presented the Police Report (Appendix 1), noting the local PCSO
has visited The Clerk’s Office, reporting that P.C. Dudley was making extra
patrols following the vandalism in the Recreation Ground.

The new Police Inspector had responded to our request to meet suggesting a
day-time meeting. The Clerk has requested an evening meeting.
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169/22

170/22

171/22

Finance Chair’s report (Cllr. Distin)

ClIr. Distin noted the Finance meeting minutes had been circulated. ClIr.

Distin proposed they be adopted, —seconded by ClIr. Major. All in favour.

Matters arising:

1. Invoices now sent to The OId Library

2. Feedback on kitchen alterations - outstanding

3. The Clerk to chase the invoice for the swimming passes. Agreement to be
sought at Finance Committee ACTION

4. Interview for the Town Ranger — panel confirmed for later this week.

Planning Committee Chair’s report (Clir. Baker)

CliIr. Baker confirmed the minutes from October 2022 had been circulated
Clir proposed they be accepted as true and accurate, seconded by CllIr. Siddle. All
favour. No matters arising

Planning Applications to be considered (Appendix 2):

0396/22 Land Adjacent to Tuckers.

Mixed use development comprising flexible Class E units (Plot A), country store
including farmers market and garden supplies (Plot B) and Class E / sui generis unit
(Plot C) plus associated pedestrian and vehicular access, car parking and other hard
standing and landscaping (alternative scheme to that previously approved).

Clir. Baker proposed the application was supported with the proviso that the park and
ride was considered and the colour of the R&D Machinery sign was amended, seconde
by ClIr. Pickvance. All in favour

0403/22 Old Court House

Replacement of existing roof tiles

ClIr. Pickvance outlined his report supporting the application, seconded by Clir. Siddle.
All'in favour

0419/22 Land at Linhay Hill

Change of use of land used in conjunction with the quarry to the north of the site to a
waste transfer station and office

Clir Baker clarified the ‘waste transfer’ terminology.

ClIr. Nutley asked if noise had been considered. Clir. Pickvance noted the site was alrea
utilised for HGV use.

Clir. Baker proposed the application be supported, seconded by CliIr. Pickvance. All in
favour.

0418/22 64 Westabrook

External insulation and replacement windows, to upgrade thermal properties of the un
ClIr. Distin sought further clarification on the application, Cllr. Baker explaining Housin
Authorities were all looking to decarbonise. Clir. Pickvance proposed to support the
application, seconded by ClIr. Distin. All in favour.

General Purposes Committee Chair’s Report (Cllr. Crook).
CliIr. Crook noted that the minutes of the last had been circulated. Clir. Nutley propos
to accept the minutes, seconded by Clir. Siddle. All in favour
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172/22

173/22

174/22

175/22

Information Centre Committee Chair’s Report (Cllr. Bovey).

Cllr Bovey gave thanks to Alan Lambourne for the information centre updates. T
trial of Saturday opening suggests it is not viable ongoing. Cllr. Bovey provided
overview of the Halloween and Remembrance Day activities and noted 1
preparations for Christmas were well underway.

Teignbridge District Council Report

Clir. Nutley outlined the Future High Street fund, noting the cinema and High St
development is near to sign-off.

He outlined the plight of the local swimming pools now earmarked to receive sn
amounts of funding.

He updated Council on Cleder Place explaining he was still liaising regarding the p
area. The need to refurbish prior to any transfer has been requested.

The Clerk is reviewing the insurance implications.

Clir. Baker agreed new equipment would need to be considered or alternatively
three-year dowry provided to compensate.

Cllr. Crook enquired on the whereabouts of the old equipment from The Den. C
Nutley noted the equipment removed was in poor condition and not salvageable.
CliIr. Hogbin highlighted the health and safety risks of the current lay-out.

Devon County Council Report

The Clerk highlighted the email previously circulated from Cllr. Khan noting there
little to report from DCC apart from the ongoing budgetary constraints. Budgets in
departments are being scrutinised to ensure a balanced budget can be set for n
year. Serious financial concerns remain about the shortfall. Cllr. Khan agreed
update as soon as further information comes forward.

She also noted a meeting with the Highways team is due to discuss the extent of
proposed 20mph scheme for which Ashburton has been selected. Again, once sh
has the outcome of the meeting, she will let the Council know what the initial propos
are and whether any adaptations need to be made

The Portreeve’s Report

The Portreeve gave his final report (Appendix 3) noting he was due to hand over
22" Nov. He thanked ATC for the support in his year of office.

He noted a current application for a second defibrillator following donations from 1
Hospital League of Friends, The Ashburton Lodge and The Spar.

The Portreeve highlighted using the Ambulance Service defibrillator ‘activation radi
zones, a further four defibrillators would be required to fully cover Ashburton

Finally, the Portreeve outlined the forthcoming events.

Clir Baker thanked the Portreeve for his service.
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176/22 Ashburton Safe Haven update
The Chair outlined her report (Appendix 4), noting it had been seven months since
Ashburton received the first family. We have a large patch and there are now 18
families in our locality (110 in Teignbridge). She noted more hosts were needed.
Families meet monthly at weekends, providing language skills where needed ¢
support for primary school children such as laptops
Teign CVS have been very proactive.
Ashburton District is the only independent voluntary group. They have received fund
and donations to help with clothes, shoes and relocation costs.
She thanked the RBL for the use of the hut provided free of charge.
CliIr. Nutley and ClIr. Baker both thanked Safe Haven for all their work.

177/22 Chamber of Trade update.
The Chair sent apologies — no report

178/22 Warm Space Project update
The Chair presented her written report highlighting the new name agreed Ashbur
Winter Warmers. She noted that eight groups were now involved, and Teign Hous
had also responded and are happy for the use of the resident’s room in St Andre
Close.
St Andrew’s Church ‘Soup’ event has twelve people attend. The combined ongo
scheduled is to be released shortly.
The next meeting is to held on 1t Dec at 19:30 at the Info Centre.

179/22  Council elections
CllIr. Pickvance outlined three possible scenarios:
1) the entire town council stands for re-election and could be re-elected
unopposed (this would include any current coopted members) any shortfall might
be made up of newly coopted members.
2) more people put their name forward for inclusion than there are Councillors
required, in which case there is an election, and a new Town council is elected.
Any shortfall would require there to be newly coopted members.
3) insufficient number of people stand for re-election and a quorum (the minimum
number of members of an assembly or society that must be present at any of its
meetings to make the proceedings of that meeting valid.) is not reached.
ClIr. Pickvance noted it is incumbent upon all to try to encourage others to stand
for election in order that the membership of Ashburton Town Council is drawn from
the widest possible base to represent the people of Ashburton and Ashburton
Town. All of us are members of one or other societies, groups, clubs, committees
or whatever, be that the Gardening society, the Museum Committee, Cancer
Research UK and so on and he thinks that we should all encourage others within
our spheres of influence to put their names forward as a member of ATC.
If there are insufficient new names and there is no Town Council, then all that has
been achieved over the past four years will have been for nothing
CllIr. Pickvance to circulate his report Encouraging Councillors/Voters (Appendix 5)
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180/22

181/22

182/22

Discuss Town Hall maintenance and remedial work
Clir. Baker has tried to contact DNP Planning for a retrospective agreement but has n
had a response.
ClIr. Distin asked the costs of the surveyor and ClIr. Major asked whether these woulc
be included in the insurance.
ClIr Distin asked Clir Nutley to place pressure for a DNP response.
Various options were discussed as to the ceiling being returned to the previous
arrangement to full renovation.
Strategic plan to be discussed within a smaller sub-group.
The Clerk, CliIrs Siddle, Baker, Giles, Hogbin and Crook agreed to meet on Thursday
13" Nov at 18.30 in Coljan Restaurant.

Councillors’ reports on attendance at sub committees and meetings of other
organisations.

Clir. Giles noted that Cancer Research UK were going ahead with their Big Breakf
but offering breakfast baps in place of the usual Full English.

Matters raised by Councillors for information only or possible inclusion or
future agenda.

Clir. Distin highlighted that the light remained in disrepair at Roborough. The Cl
assured Council this had been reported.

Clr. Nutley reported that the Church Hall has offered to host the Christmas luncl
needed.

Clir. Baker thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 20.47

Signed Date

Chair

Summary of actions —

[tem

Actions By

169/22 | Clerk to chase invoice for payment for the Swimming Po

passes issued

Appendix 1. — Police report
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Meighbourhood Police Report
Ashburton Town Council Meeting
&% November 2022

This report covers the area of Ashburton Neighbourhood Police Team.

This report covers the town of Ashburton as well as the villages of Bickington. Buckland in the Moor
and Widecombe in the Moor as well as the area out towards Gurringten and part of the A3E8.

The area is served by the Neighbourhood Police team, working out of Ashburton Police station

The team is led by Inspector Steve Philp, 5et Seth S5aunders is the team Sergeant and PC Andy Dudley
is the Neighbourhood Beat Manager. At this time there is no dedicated PCS0 for this area, so other
PCS0Fs are picking up tasks when required.

Ini the period 1* of October 2022 to the 31 of October 2022 there was Approzimately 22 offences
recorded in this area.

Ashburton; 14
Bickington; 4

Buckland in the Moor; 3
Widecombe; 1

The offences most recorded were assaults, of which there were 7, There were also 7 Harassment
offences

The next 2 most recorded offences were

Public order offences; 3
There were 2 thefts and 2 aiminal damage offences.

The total recorded offences in October show a reduction of approximately 46.7% in comparison to
October 2021

Police also responded to approximately 45 other incidents across this area in October including, road
traffic collisions, anti-sodal behaviour, concems for welfare and other traffic issues.

This year from the 1* of lanuary — 31* of October there have been approximately 185 recorded
offences in this area. Coincidenthy this is the same figure for the same period in 2021,

Bearing in mind for part of 2021 we were in lockdown, | think the figures show that the area remains
a safe place to both lve and work.
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Appendix 2 — Planning Reports
0396/22 Land Adjacent to Tuckers.

Planning report on land at Peartree Cross, Ashburton
Application No.0396/22

This application is for a mixed use development comprising flexible Class E units
(plot A), a country store including farmers market and garden supplies(plot B) and an
agricultural and construction machinery supplier on Plot C. This application is for an
alternative scheme to the extant permission granted in August 2014 for commercial
development on the site with 2 plots A and B only. (Application No. 0308/22).

This is a very thorough application with new bat and ecological surveys and an
appraisal of the possible impact on our shopping centre.

The site is close to the South West settlement boundary of Ashburton and is a fieldthat
abuts the A38 opposite Dartmoor Lodge site and is approximately 8.2 acres.

Plot A with a footprint of approx. 634 squared metres is of the same area as in previous
application and is sited at the entrance to the proposed development.

The proposed main building, Plot B, to be a new Tuckers country store is reduced in
size by 732squared metres to 2,573 squared metres and is sited in the centre of the
development. The propsed machinery sales and repair site is new and will be at the
lower,South West corner of the site and will have a footprint of 1,520 squared metres.
This new proposed scheme will thus increase the total footprint by 788 squared
metres.

The hedge that abuts West side of the site will remain intact with a nature area to
preserve the foraging and flight paths of the pipistrelle and Horshoe bats that are
evidenced there.

It is noted in the supporting documents that, “the proposed site is beyond 300metres
of the primary shopping area defined as the Bullring. and the applicants do not predict
any material impact on the Town's underlying strength and health with the country
store complementing existing retail provision and enhancing the overall attractiveness
of the Town as a whole to meet the needs of it's catchment”™

Also in the Design and Access statement section on Plot B, Page 19, it is stated, “The
site will act as a stepping stone to the town Centre and can provide waypoints and
information promoting the town centre amenities.” Considering these 2 statements
would a park and ride scheme be possible on this site?

I note that the original development permission Section 106 agreement included a
£55,000 contribution to public transport services in the locality of the development.

I therefore propose that Ashburton Town Council SUPPORT this application with the
proviso that:-
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0403/22 Old Court House

Planning Application Mo. 0403/22
The Old Court Housa, St.Lawrence Lane, Ashburton, TO13 7DD

Application for Listed Building Consant for Alteration, extansion or Demalition of a Listad
Building. For removal of man made imitation slate roof tiles and replacement with natural
slate tiles.

| viewad all on line documentation relating to this proposal on 4/11/22.
Mo public commants to date are shown on the DNP planning portal.

Mo alterations to trees, hadges, public rights of way, access or parking arrangemants will ba
required by this propasal.

The applicant and their agent Mr. Jon Hills, your home design, 50 Weastabrook, Ashburton, TQ13
TQAT have not sought pre application advice from DNP planning officers.

The property lies within Flood Zone 3 (high risk)
The property is grade 2* listed. Listing no.1201002.

The applicant proposes replacement of axisting man made imitation roofing slates with natural
slate tiles.

A praliminary acology report dated 8/2/22 from Corylus Ecology inspectors concludad that, whilst
some avidence of bat activity was detectad, it was very little and probably only an occasional
roost site, not a nursery site and that the proposed works would have no effect and that no furthar
assessment is required. A single birds nest was also sean with no other evidence of nesting birds.
The application requires provision of one bio diversity net anhancement under DNPA Local Plan

policy 2.3.

This application will result in the removal of a man made imitation product and replacemeant with a
natural alternative, the overall appearance of the roof will ba much the samea.

| propose that Ashburton Town Council SUPPORT this application.

Councillor lan Pickvanca
Ashburton Town Council

41172022
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0419/22 Land at Linhay Hill

Planning Report on Land at Linhay Road, Ashburton Application Number
0419/22

This application is for a change of use of land used in conjunction with the
quarry to the North of Linhay Business park to a waste transfer station and an
office.

Applicant is a company that recycles waste, ususally tarmac planings, to
produce aggregates. The site will store the waste until it is recycled on site and
then transported to where it will be used. Concomitant equipment is operational
machinery, HGVs, screen/crusher, an excavator, a front loader and a pressure
washer.

The site is within DNP but not in conservation area and is a former quarry and
now a lorry park for Glendinnings.

The site also requires an office and mess room so a single storey, shallow
roofed building is proposed on the North Side of the site.

This application is a change of use that in some small way is conributing to our

carbon neutral goal by recycling tarmac palnings and as such I propose that
Ashburton Town Council SUPPORT this application.

Cllr. Elaine Baker
3rd November 2022

10

\\KAREN-PC\Users\Karen\Documents\ATC Docs\Agendas and Minutes\Full Council\Full Council Mins\November Full
Council Minutes 2022.docx



0418/22 64 Westabrook

Planning Application No. 0418/22

64 Westabrook, Ashburton, TQ13 7QJ
External insulation and replacement windows to upgrade thermal properties of the unit.
| viewed all on line documentation relating to this proposal on 3/11/22.
To date no public comments relating to this proposal are shown on the planning portal.
No trees, hadges footpaths or Highways will be affectad by this proposal

Thare will b& no changa to existing parking arrangaments by this proposal.

The applicant and their agent Mr.Andrew Field, Heighway Field Associates, Torfield Housa,
Ipplepen Road, Marldon, TO3 15E sought pre-application advice from DMP planning officers on
15/7/22 and as a result, supplied information about a typical application to show what was
neadad for this application.

The property lies within Flood Zone 3 (high risk).

The applicant seeks parmission for replacement White uPVC double glazing to replace existing,
and 60mm axternal insulation ‘Dryvit Drysulation External Wall Insulation Systeam’ which will have
a renderad finish, coloured to match existing render. Additionally the existing cavity wall insulation
will ba removed and replaced with ‘Thermabead Diamaond’ insulation.

The property has an air source heat pump fitted, and this additional improved insulation will
maximise the thermal retention properties of the building.

When works are completed, the property will look much the sama as at presant.

As this proposal will improve the insulation of the building and maximise the efficiency of the
existing air source heat pump, | propose that Ashburton Town Council SUPPORT this application.

Councillor lan Pickvanca
Aszhburton Town Council
afi1re2
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Appendix 3 — Portreeve Report

Itemn 13. Full Council OBNov2 2

Summary

This is my final report as Portreeve of Ashburton, | hand over to Karen at our Court & Law
Day on the 22nd of this month. So I'd like to take this opportunity to thank the Town Council
for their support during my year in Office.

Fundraising

We had confirmation that the League of Friends has agreed a £1000 donation to help fund a
defibrillator at the Ashburton Hospital. We are very grateful for their support which goes a
long way towards funding our second defibrillator (it will be the fourth public defibrillator in
the town). We are also expecting a further donation from Spar and the Ashburton Lodge,
though the amount has not been confirmed.

Causes

We all know that defibrillators save lives - both current public defibrillators in Ashburton have
been successfully deployed. What people may not know is that the Ambulance Service will
only alert callers to a defibrillator within 200 metres of an incident - the "activation radius”.
What this means is that Ashburton needs at least 8 public defibrillators to cover the total
residential area of the town and to ensure that every resident is within 200 metres of a
lifesaving device.

50 fundraising for a second public defibrillator and then more s not overkill, it is essential to
saving lives. Furthermore - there will be costs to maintain these defibrillators. Used pads
must be replaced for example. 5o some of the money raised will be placed in a fund with
the Treasurer of the Courts to meet these costs.

Notable events

Helen and | had the pleasure of attending the Alcester Court Leet Church Service on the
16th October at the invitation of the High Bailiif. We met several High and Low Bailifis,
Foremen, Mayors and a High Sheriff. Sewveral Couwrts were present and it was interesting to
see how they work together to keep their traditions alive and at the forefront of the Towns
activities. The Assizes and associated Food Festival attracted large crowds and the service
itself was well attended by members of the public - demonstrating the value the community
places on these events and traditions. As in Ashburton, money raised goes towards
suppaorting the community. | am hopeful that we can continue to work with Alcester and the
other Courts to help kindle greater interest in our own events and traditions.

What Next

In addition to Remembrance day and related activities we have the following:
Pre-Couwrt & Law Day - Friday, 18th November

Court & Law Day - Tuesday, 22nd November

Portreeve’s Sunday Service - Sunday, 27th November

12
\\KAREN-PC\Users\Karen\Documents\ATC Docs\Agendas and Minutes\Full Council\Full Council Mins\November Full
Council Minutes 2022.docx



13

\\KAREN-PC\Users\Karen\Documents\ATC Docs\Agendas and Minutes\Full Council\Full Council Mins\November Full
Council Minutes 2022.docx



Appendix 4 — Ashburton Safe Haven update

It is now over 7 months since our first Ukrainian guests started arriving in
Ashburton. This is a brief update of the work that Ashburton Safe Haven has been
doing to support the families that have been arriving here in our own town and
surrounding areas during that time.

Ashburton Safe Haven is working with Teignbridge in providing support for
Ukrainian families. Teignbridge district has been zoned into different areas with
Ashburton Safe Haven supporting families in Ashburton, Buckfastleigh, Bovey,
North Bovey and Moretonhamstead.

Teignbridge has been a particularly proactive council and has provided funding
to Ashburton Safe Haven to help in the running of the social hub and for
providing English lessons. In addition to this, monthly meetings are held for all
coordinators, such as myself, within Teignbridge to discuss services provided and
iIssues arising across the district. Teignbridge have now put together it's own
financial support package for families moving into independent accommodation.
Teignbridge also circulate their own monthly newsletter with wider district services
on offer for all families.

There are now over 110 Ukrainian families living in Teignbridge and 18 of those are
in our designated area. Out of these, 4 families are in Ashburton itself, 3 in
Buckfastleigh and 7 in Bovey/North Bovey and 4 in Moretonhampstead. There is
one family in Ashburton with children attending the primary school.

During the spring and summer months our social hub ran weekly on Wednesday
mornings at the RBL hub. We had plenty of help from local volunteers and it was
used as a place for Ukrainians to meet each other and get any advice or support
they might need. It was mainly our guests from Ashburton and Buckfastleigh who
attended these events. Rebecca Bright, our Citizen’s advice contact and Jane
Weir, the Teignbridge coordinator for Ukrainian families, came along to some of
these meetings to offer their support.

Many of our guests have now found employment and so throughout the autumn
and winter months Ashburton Safe Haven will be meeting monthly at weekends
for tea and cake. We also have a Ukrainian meal planned for January thanks to
the kindness of lan Pickvance who will be cooking a delicious meal for guests,
host and volunteers.

There has been much support from our volunteers in many personal ways.
Volunteers have befriended families or individuals by helping with lifts to
appointments, taking them out and about, with ongoing help with childcare,
conversation classes and support with job seeking.

Throughout the spring and summer, drop in English lessons were provided at the
Arts centre but it was hard to find a time which suited everyone, and these
sessions were poorly attended. However, there is renewed enthusiasm and a
class is starting up again this week with an experienced teacher in Buckfastleigh.
As well as the social hub, Ashburton Safe Haven has sent out monthly
newsletters welcoming new guests and signposting them to local groups offering
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their support. For example Ashburton swimming pool offered free swims, Rafikis
offered welcome meals, local therapists offered free therapy sessions and St
Andrew’s church has warmly welcomed them into their congregation.

Ashburton Safe Haven has also received many donations from a range of local
businesses and fundraising events. This has enabled us to set up a Children’s
Fund which helps fund families for essential items such as school shoes and
warm coats. It has also enabled us to gift some financial support to families
moving into their own accommodation after the initial 6 month period.

There are some very real ongoing challenges for our guests.

Not everyone is finding it easy to find suitable work and very few have their own
transport. Finding affordable accommodation after the initial 6 month period will
be very difficult especially for those with low income jobs and those who are over
here living as a single parent in particular face significant challenges without an
established support network. In many ways, it will be from this point on that they
will need even greater support from our community.

As the war continues in Ukraine many of our guests are frantic about friends and
family left behind and are begging for assistance in sponsorship. This is heart
breaking. Their distress is very real and they are completely dependent on the
goodwill of our town and the generosity of the hosts. If anyone knows of anyone
able to sponsor a family then | can help make the introductions.

Sarah MacAlpine
Chair of Ashburton Safe Haven

Appendix 5 — Encouraging Councillors/Voters

| do think that it's a good idea to get all Councillors to write down WHY they became a
Councillor, what it was that made them think ‘I should do that'. It could be a one topic

agenda, ‘more housing’ ‘less dog muck in the park’ ‘I want to represent the oppressed
and down-trodden’ ‘more gated communities’ or whatever.

It would be good for all Councillors to write down how they find working on the council,
frustrating, exciting, dull or whatever.

To write down what they thought the council did before joining, and how they feel
about it now.

These things don't need to be a newspaper article, one or two words would suffice.
Maybe a ‘Ten reasons why | became a Councillor’ type questionnaire?

Why do current Councillors think it's good to encourage others to join? Do they think
it's good? Or would they prefer that others did the job?

Outline the consequences of not having candidates stand for election.

Reasons why we should all exercise our right to vote, regardless of who we vote for,
or whether we consciously don't take part. As | said, | personally have little regard for
people who simply can't be bothered, or have the ‘what difference does it make,
they're all the same’ argument i.e. | just can't be bothered to get off the sofa once in
four years (or two years etc.)
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Maybe some sort of ‘idiots guide to democracy’, very simple and easy to grasp
(Winston Churchill once said that Democracy is the worst possible system we could
have, except for all the others... or something to that effect)
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Encourage people to register, you can register quite simply up to a year before your
18th birthday, so that you can exercise your right the moment you turn 18. Anyone
who has recently moved or changed their name can alter their details very easily to
make sure that they are on the voting register.

Outline what people went through in order to gain the right to vote, Suffragettes (?) for
example.

All of the above needs to be brought together pretty quickly, the elections are in May
and it's no good Councillors saying what they think at the end of April, it's too late then.

There should be one clear narrative for all the groups suggested, Students, ACE, W.I.,
Pensioners Association etc. all the same. There may be a lot of flak from some
corners who feel they're being taught to suck eggs, but any thoughts from other
groups would be useful to the overall view.

An outline of what the Town Council does or doesn't do or can and can't do the job of
the clerks and help or advice from other quarters.

An outline of the various tiers of government, from TC to Westminster perhaps?

| also think that it's important that this is not just a once-off, last minute after thought,
the thing needs to be repeated annually and honed to get people enthused!
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