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Present: Cllr. Baker (Deputy Chair) 
Cllrs. Hogbin, Bovey, Crook, Pickvance Nutley, Distin, Giles. 

In attendance: The Deputy Clerk, Office Administrator 
Cllr. Cox, the Portreeve, the Master Bailiff, the Chair of the Chamber of 
Trade, the Town Ranger and 4 members of the public. 
 

 
183/22 Apologies. 

Apologies were received from Cllrs Vogel and Major who were unwell and Cllr Siddle who 
had a prior engagement 
Cllr. Baker proposed the apology be accepted, seconded by Cllr. Crook. All in favour. 
Cllr. Parker Khan also sent her apologies. 
 

184/22 Declarations of interest. 
Cllr. Nutley noted he abstains on voting due to his membership of both the DNPA and 
Teignbridge Planning committees. 
 

185/22 Public comments/statements.  
A member of the public spoke to make a complaint about the Chuley Road development. 
Suggested that he was in support in general terms, but issues had not been addressed – 
Density of traffic, not in keeping with current climate emergency, no renewable sources 
used, development does not represent our town (Appendix 1) 
Another complaint about the same development believes that the flooding issues in the 
areas have not been addressed (Appendix 1; item 2) 
 

186/22 To receive the minutes of the previous meeting on Tuesday 8 November 2022 
No minutes were available due to Staffing issues.  
The Deputy Clerk to circulate at next meeting. 
 

187/22 Chair’s report 
Cllr Baker presented her report (Appendix 2) outlining local events, an update from 
Cllr Vogel thanking everyone for their support and announced the sad passing of Cllr 
Pugh. 
 

188/22 Police Report 
The Deputy Clerk provided an overview of the report obtained from the Devon and 
Cornwall Police website (Appendix 3) outlining reported crimes in November 2022. 
. 

Ashburton Town Council 
MINUTES OF THE FULL TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON 

Tuesday 13 December 2022 at 
7.30pm in The Town Hall 
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189/22 Finance Chairmans report 
Minutes to be left to January as per the minutes of the last meeting due to Staffing 
issues. The Deputy Clerk to circulate. 
Nothing else to report 
 

190/22 Planning Committee Chair’s report 
(Appendix 4) Minutes to be deferred to next meeting The Deputy Clerk to circulate. 
No meeting planned for December but correspondence welcome by email. 
 
Borough Wood Management Plan – Deputy Clerk to reply to Mr. Lane in support of plan. 

ACTION 
 0444/22 – Former Outdoor Experience Site, Chuley Road, TQ13 7DQ. 

Cllr Pickvance highlighted in his report that out of 29 homes planned, 13 should be 
affordable housing – only 9 in the application, and outlined Residents concerns as per 
public statements. 
Cllr Pickvance proposed that this plan is to be objected by ATC, seconded by Cllr Baker. 
All in favour. 

191/22 General Purposes Committee Chair’s Report. 
Nothing to report and minutes from previous meeting will be carried forward to January in 
line with others.  

192/22 Information Centre Committee Chair’s Report 
Cllr. Bovey outlined her report (Appendix 5) highlighting a successful month and new 
volunteers joining the rota in 2023 which will enable longer opening hours. 
 

193/22 Teignbridge District Council Report 
Cllr. Cox outlined his report summarising the lorry drivers’ pay increase. One additional 
driver has been appointed, but they are still seven down. 
 
Cllr. Cox updated Council that 40 local organisations have signed up to the local Lottery; 
so far £34,000 has been donated to local good causes. 
A new member of staff has been appointed by Teignbridge to circulate news and 
important information more effectively. 
 

194/22 Devon County Council Report  
The Deputy Clerk summarised the report sent by Cllr. Khan (Appendix 6). 
 195/22 The Portreeve Update 
The newly appointed Portreeve, Karen Turner presented the Portreeve report (Appendix 
7) and outlined her chosen charities to support are Moorland Community Care and 
Rainbows. She agreed to report at each Full Council meeting.  
The Portreeve was thanked by Cllr. Baker. 
 196/22 Ashburton Safe Haven update 
The Deputy Clerk declared that no report had been received.  

19722 Chamber of Trade update 
(Appendix 8). Nigel Ward presented his report outlining changes that have been made, 
including: a change of name to Ashburton and South Dartmoor Business Network, a need 
for more members and concerns about lack of new initiatives in the town. 
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 A proposal for a ‘Green bus’ was put forward. Topic to be discussed at next GP meeting 
ACTION  

 198/22 Warm Space Project update. 
(Appendix 9) The Winter Warmers group has been implemented well by Cllr. Bovey. Several 
groups around the town have all run a Warm Spaces event. They have not been too well 
attended but most groups will continue into 2023. 

 
199/22 Update report on the Main Hall remedial work. 

Cllr Siddle is leading on the repairs needed to the Main Hall ceiling. The work schedule 
is moving forward. 
 200/22 Presentation to Michael Harris 
Mike Harris has been collecting for Ashburton Town Lottery for over 20 years. The 
Council express their thanks and well wishes on his retirement.  
 

201/22 Councillors’ reports on attendance at sub-committees and meetings of other 
organisations. 
Cllr. Pickvance to present Electric Vehicle Charging stations report at next GP meeting. 

ACTION 
202/22 Matters raised by Councillors for information only or possible inclusion on a future 

agenda.  
Cllr Hogbin would like the Council to set up a small HR working group due to recent 
staffing issues. Deputy Town Clerk to circulate an email. 

ACTION  
Cllr Bovey would like to put together a carnival committee of at least three people. Will 
put a questionnaire into Around Ashburton and publicise on social media. 
Cllr Pickvance reminded the Council of the May elections. Nominations are needed six 
weeks prior. 
Cllr Distin thanked the Deputy Town Clerk, Jacqui Bartram and Office Administrator, 
Caroline Dodds for ‘stepping up’ recently.     

 
Cllr. Baker thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 20.32 

 
 
 
 

Signed        Date      
 

Chair 
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Summary of actions – Full Council 13 December 22 
 

Item Actions By 
 

 
 

Planning Committee Chairman’s Report 
Borough Wood Management Plan – Deputy Clerk to reply to Mr 
Lane in support of plan 

 

 
 

Chamber of Trade Update 
‘Green Bus’ proposal to be added to the agenda of the next GP 
meeting 
 

GP  
(25/01/23) 

 Councillors’ reports on attendance at sub-committees and 
meetings of other organisations. 
Cllr Pickvance to present Electric Vehicle Charging stations report 
at next GP meeting 

GP 
(25/01/23) 

 Matters raised by Councillors for information only or 
possible inclusion on a future agenda. 
Deputy Clerk to circulate an email about setting up a HR working 
group 

 

 
 
 

Appendix 1. 
Public comments concerning the Chuley Road development 

Item 1. 
 
Comments to the Ashburton Town Council in respect of planning application 
0444/22, Chuley Road old caravan site. 

 
The residents surrounding the old caravan sales site at Chuley Road have met to discuss 
the application for reserved matters (0444/22) following the outline planning submission 
(0332/19). 
We have considered carefully the reserved matters application alongside the outline plan 
and whilst we support some kind of development on the site we have significant objections 
around this proposal: 

- The increase in traffic to the area is unacceptably high and unsustainable. There 
could be up to 60 new vehicles on the Chuley Road site (based on 2 cars per 
dwelling), many of which will be leaving via Lawrence Lane or Whistley Hill at the 
same time, morning and evening as the vehicles already coming into the 
businesses on Chuley Road, as  well as the pedestrian traffic to the primary school. 
We do not believe the highways report submitted in the original plan in any way 
realises the implications of this. The road infrastructure does not support this level 
of modern car use. 

- There is very little in way of detail of any proposed climate mitigation in the 
development. 

It seems a “business as usual” development and flies against the aspirations of Ashburton 
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Climate Emergency. There are no details of the sustainability of materials being used; the 
biodiversity net-gain seems to be to the minimum requirement which is extremely 
disappointing; there seems to be no thought to the use of renewables or exemplar 
insulation/passive-house standards. This could be a chance for Ashburton to be a leader 
in rural housing developments but feels like it sets the town back in not responding to new 
ecological and climate imperatives. 

- We still believe that the density of housing being proposed is too much for the site 
and the area. The impacts on established neighbouring properties based on the 
proximity, height and traffic density of new dwellings to the existing properties & 
businesses is too much. 

- The proposed management plan for flood water, especially surface water, proposes 
water falling to the North West lowest point of the site. This puts it straight onto the 
road at 4 & 5 Chuley Road and Toms Country Store (as well as coming round 
number 3). 

This area already floods on every major rain event with the drains blocked or full already. 
The increase in impervious surfaces and specially the houses abutting onto Chuley 
Road will only increase the risk of flooding. 

- The issue of pollutants on the site is acknowledged and some minimal actions 
put in place, but nothing that puts focus on nearby water courses or other 
residents. 

- We believe the proposed pedestrian access from narrow footpaths onto the 
development contravene police guidance on creating safe spaces, as detailed in 
Safer Places and the Secured by Design policy (which is cited in the Dartmoor NP 
design Guide) They state, Crime and anti-social behaviour are more likely to occur if: 
footpaths and alleyways provide access to the rear of buildings and pedestrian 
routes are poorly lit, indirect, and away from traffic; streets. 

 
A development on this site is right for the area and right for the town however it feels that 
this application is not in keeping with the town and will create more infrastructure problems 
than it solves. 

 
Yours faithfully 

 
Residents - Chuley Road [three addresses and contact details provided] 

 
Item.2 

Address and contact details provided 
Date: 10/12/2022 

 
COMMENTS REGARDING PLANNING APPLICATION 0444/22 

 
I wish to formally put forward my comments & concerns on the effects to my property: 

 
Having studied the application in detail I am very concerned by the lack of thought 
that has been given to water leaving the new development site and entering 
Chuley Road. 
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Chuley Road has and continues to flood to the point of requiring highways agency 
emergency maintenance response, During the last month we have had two 
separate occasions where after prolonged periods of rainfall the road has flooded 
from Toms Country Store across to my property and my Neighbour at number 4 
Chuley Rd. (This literally cuts the house off from access) 

 
My property in particular seems to suffer very badly from water quickly gathering 
where the drains cannot cope. We Have currently got a situation in that sandbags 
are in place ready for the next rain fall – Please note we are Private landlords, our 
property is rented to a local family, we have a duty to make sure everything in our 
power is done to keep the property safe. 

 
It is not at all practical to allow water from the development to enter the drainage system 
that is currently in place – It is clear to see the current sewage and Highway drains cannot 
cope, I will not be told that it can. I have got paying tenants that are concerned for their 
possessions, and it is my priority to reassure them that nobody will be allowing additional 
water to get near the cottage. 

 
I have concerns as to the number of vehicles using the road, Chuley road is narrow, and I 
would like to see a much more detailed plan for proposed parking. 

 
At the rear of 4 & 5 Chuley road we have the Eastern boundary retaining wall- This wall that 
is in a very poor state of repair sits higher than the roof of mine and my neighbour's 
property. If a part of the wall was to fall it would most probably kill someone, If and when 
work is ever undertaken anywhere near this wall, I will insist beforehand on seeing a 
detailed independent structural condition report before anything happens. It is imperative 
that this wall has a structural inspection immediately – For reasons mentioned above I have 
a duty of 
care to my tenants, and I feel this neglected wall is a safety risk (I am reliably informed by my 
neighbours that the landowner has admitted full responsibility for the upkeep of this wall) 

 
I feel that any building near the rear of mine and my neighbour's property could at most be 
bungalow height, it is unthinkable that a reduction of light to our already shaded courtyards 
could be allowed and any sign of a privacy invasion in any form will be objected to. 

 
I have above highlighted major concerns, especially flooding – This being something that is 
devastating and a continuous worry, I do however realise that this area if planned properly 
and with a reduced in number of dwellings could allow some “in keeping” with the town, 
affordable homes. Anything proposed needs to be sympathetic to the current property's 
that neighbour the land and to the road itself, not a case of squeezing as many buildings 
onto an area and giving no thought to the devastating consequence's the property owners 
around will be left enduring. 

 
 
Yours Faithfully 

 

Householder - name supplied 
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Appendix 2. 

 Chair’s Report December 2022 

The Town has been busy preparing for Christmas these last few weeks and ther have 
been many events held. 

Cancer Research UK held a big breakfast at the end of Novemberin these Council 
Chambers which although in a smaller space was very well attended and all partook of a 
splendid breakfast. 

The W.I. held a Christmas Fair in the Church Hall which I attended and as many did 
bought some Christmas Presents. 
Christmas shopping night last Thursday was blessed with dry weather and our shopping 
street was bustling. I visited the Information Centre which was ably manned by three elfs 
who plyed me with drink and nibbles...many thanks to them. 
The Christmas Markets this Saturday held in the Church Hall and Arts Centre bought many 
visitors to town. 
Cllr. Vogel has sent an update on his health and I quote: “Philip would like to thank everyone 
for their well wishes, support and offers of help and prayers. Philip remains in good spirits 
and will make contact when he is allowed and able which may be some time. Thank You for 
your continued support”. I am sure that all here wish Cllr. Vogel a swift recovery and hope 
that he returns home before Christmas. 
It is with great sadness that the Council announces the passing of Cllr. Tony Pugh. Cllr. 
Pugh was a steadfast and diligent member of the Council, and his mathematical talent was 
a great asset to our finance committee. 
Cllr. Elaine Baker 12th December 2022 
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Appendix 3. – Police report 
Neighbourhood Police Report November 2022 
This report covers the area of Ashburton & Buckfastleigh Neighbourhood Police Team. 
The area is served by the Neighbourhood Police team, working out of Ashburton Police 
station 
The team is led by Inspector Steve Philp, Sgt Seth Saunders is the Team Sergeant and PC 
Andy Dudley is the Neighbourhood Beat Manager. At this time there is no dedicated PCSO 
for this area so, other PCSO’s are picking up tasks when required. 
In November 2022 in this area, there were approximately 19 recorded offences reported to 
the Police. 
Ashburton; 5 
Bickington; 1 
Buckfastleigh; 12 
Holne; 1 
 
The offences most recorded were: 
Assault offences; 6 
Harassment offences; 3 
Criminal Damage; 3 
Fraud; 2 
 
The Police responded to over 90 other incidents in the same period. This includes road traffic 
collisions, concerns for welfare, missing people, highway obstructions and suspicious activity. 
Due to a change in operating systems, I am unable to provide comparisons at this time. 
The Neighbourhood Police team continues to support our communities and work with 
individuals, groups, and organisations to keep out areas safe. 
In an emergency always dial 999 
If you have a non-urgent policing concern, you can contact the team through the Devon and 
Cornwall Police website, or email 101@dc.police.uk 
 
Release date: 02 Dec 2022 
 
Ashburton & Buckfastleigh | Devon and Cornwall Police (devon-cornwall.police.uk) 

 

https://www.devon-cornwall.police.uk/teams/Ashburton-Buckfastleigh/News/c31adcd4-8572-ed11-9d4f-6045bdd24049
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Appendix 4. – Planning reports 
Planning application No. 0444/22 
Former Outdoor Experience Site, Chuley Road, Ashburton, TQ13 7DQ 
 
Reserved matters submission in respect of appearance, landscaping, layout and scale 
following outline consent 0332/22 for the erection of 29 dwellings. 
 
I reviewed all on line documentation relating to this application on 9/12/22. 
 
To date one public comment relating to this application is shown on the DNP planning portal. 
 
The applicant and their agent Mr. Louis Dulling, Devon & Cornwall Planning Consultants Ltd., 
Unit2 Lister Mill Business Park, Lister Close, Plymouth, PL7 4BA have sought pre-application 
advice from DNP planning officers. 
 
Outline planning permission for development on this site has been granted by DNP planning 
authority following application 0332/19. 
Detailed plans, drawings and submissions relating to this application have now been sent to 
DNP planning officers and these are available to view on the DNP planning portal. 
Among the submissions a detailed landscape and ecology management plan, prepared for 
DNPA under condition 9 of the outline consent 0332/19 has been delivered. My concern is 
that this plan does not completely satisfy the requirements of Dartmoor Local Plan strategic 
policy 2.3(2) in respect of the delivery of biodiversity net gain in a development of this size. 
Current housing needs in Ashburton will be clarified once a housing needs survey has been 
completed, however, anecdotally,  housing recently completed at Luces Mead in Ashburton 
was over subscribed by some 16 to 1 indicating that there is a substantial need for affordable 
housing here. Local Plan policy 3.3 requires some 45% affordable homes for a development 
of this size. For this proposed development of 29 dwellings that equates to 13 affordable 
homes. My concern is that this plan does not satisfy that policy. 
Local plan chapter 7 (page 128) identifies land at Chuley Road, Ashburton for development 
(proposal 7.4). 2a of this proposal states that ‘any development……..should not increase flood 
risk elsewhere’. Devon County Council Flood and Coastal Risk management team officer 
Joshua Lewis notes in his letter dated 6/12/22 that the applicants are required to submit 
correspondence from both South West Water and the Environment Agency concerning waste 
water flow and management. 
Drawings submitted as part of this application indicate flood water flow direction off the site, 
obviously entering Chuley Road (down hill) but fails to address the concern that this would 
only exacerbate flooding problems which already exist further along Chuley Road. 
Part of the submission with this application is a Drainage Design Statement from Bailey 
Partnership which states under the heading ‘Pollution Control’ that hardstanding and access 
roads will be kept clean with sweeping …..and prompt action taken with any spills. Clearly, 
whilst construction work is ongoing one would hope that site management would take steps to 
undertake such pollution control measures, but once the site is completed who would be 
responsible for monitoring and ‘prompt action’? 
 
Whilst there are still outstanding concerns to be addressed I propose that Ashburton Town 
Council OBJECT to this application. 
 
Councillor Ian Pickvance Ashburton Town Council 
9/12/2022 
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Appendix 5 – Information Centre Committee Chair’s Report 
Report Ashburton Information Centre 
Councillor Ann Bovey 
Again, a successful month in the Centre. Our volunteers have been busy getting ready for 
Xmas, new stock, window displays and serving our visitors as well as dealing with all sorts of 
enquiries, an increase of local people’ shopping locally. It has been a difficult month; we have 
tried to keep up and have done so successfully especially with event venues being changed at 
the last minute.  
New volunteers have come forward and in 2023 we can increase out opening hours. Thanks to 
Alan our volunteer co-ordinator who had keep us all ship shape in the organisation of the office 
and volunteer rota.  
Councillor Giles and I have enjoyed ‘shopping’ for gifts and the necessary maps and books and 
seem to have got it right.  
We opened all day on Thursday 8 December, dressed as elves for the evening shift, and 
although we would have liked more visitors, we gave it our all. 
We have decided to open the centre on Xmas eve, 10 – 1 pm refreshments will be made 
available to all who visit. 
The bank balance shows a ‘healthy balance of £2731.65   the New Year looks promising! 
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Appendix 6 Devon County Council Report 
December 2022 Report - Cllr Sarah Khan 

 
Economy 
As part of the County's selection as one of the 9 Devolution pilots in February 2022, the 
Service has also led upon the preparation and development of both the wider case for 
devolution across the Devon, Plymouth and Torbay area, working with Team Devon as well 
as coordinating activity around Skills, Environment and Transport on behalf of the wider 
partnership. We currently await next steps from Government on the devolution approach. 

 
Significant packages of support are being delivered through the Skills and Employment 
Team, addressing labour market constraints, supporting upskilling for key sectors and parts 
of our workforce, promoting opportunities for young people and delivering careers advice and 
guidance. Careers South West and the Careers Hub are delivering support to individuals and 
schools, supporting enhanced careers advice for young people, and supporting over 155 
schools with careers support to improve life chances. External funding has been won to 
support 12 schools and 500 disadvantaged year-9 girls to benefit from tailored personal 
development and career support led by professional female business leaders to improve 
confidence and aspirations. There is a growing social mobility pressure across the County 
and continuing to reach and engage young people in employment and training remains a 
challenge. 

 
Environment and Transport 
Woodland Creator Accelerator Fund – The bid to Defra made back in early July to this 
new fund was successful and, as a result, we have been awarded 
£300k over the next two and half years.  This new fund is intended to support the 
employment of staff or contractors who might be used by local authorities and partners to 
accelerate their efforts to promote new tree planting.  Our bid was bad on behalf of all 
Devon local authorities, including Torbay and Plymouth; Our funding will be used to: 

• Employ three officers for a two year period, one dedicated to the Plymouth and 
South Devon Forest area (where the largest tree planting targets are) and two for 
the remainder of Devon, one of these being the overall Project Manager position. 

• Commission specialist support from a forester when required, particularly in 
supporting applications to the England Woodland Creation Officer. 

• Commission specialist communications support which we intend to use to promote 
a ‘call for planting sites’ countywide on behalf of a wide range of tree and woodland 
initiatives and organisations. 

 

Public Inquiry Findings (Stagecoach Devon) 
The Public Inquiry held by the traffic commissioner in Bristol following letters to him over 
the Summer about the woeful stage of Stagecoach in Devon. His findings are; 
Having made adverse finding under Sections 155(1)(a) of the 2000 Act, that the operator 
has failed to operate registered services, I make an order under Section 155(1A)(c) to the 
value of £120,000 that the operator provide free travel for all passengers within the Exeter 
Plus travel zone for the weekends of 10/11 and 17/18 December. 
I record a statement of intent that the operator will provide, at peak times and for two 
years, a dedicated member of staff at Exeter Bus Station to maintain displays and to 
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provide advice to passengers, at an estimated cost of £70,000 per year. 
 

Tackling Loneliness with Transport. 
Last December, the Department for Transport announced details of their “Tackling 
Loneliness with Transport” fund and invited local authorities and community organisations 
to apply for £5m funding for projects up to £500,000. 

• Devon County Council’s bid was one of 12 from across England selected by DfT 
in May to explore how future transport schemes can contribute to reducing 
loneliness in communities. We received an allocation of £494,000. 

• DCC has one year to run our pilot which commenced in June. The pilot will consider 
not only access to transport at the point of boarding, but the whole journey. 
Including opportunities for engagement and social interaction on-board and during 
the journey with the objective of establishing healthy, habitual patterns of travel, 
from doorstep to destination. 

The project is a collaborative approach to ensure that travel plays a positive part in 
responding to loneliness in our two identified target groups; 

• Older People (aged 55+) 
• Younger People (aged 16 - 24) 

 
Key Elements of the Pilot: 

• A Publicity Campaign to launch the project and promote the various transport 
initiatives. 

• Recruit and train a team of Specialised “Travel Trainers” based with  Devon 
Communities Together to provide support for target groups unfamiliar or not 
confident with using public transport to reach activities that support social 
interaction. The aim is to encourage increased independent travel. Face to face 
support to help passengers to become familiar with using travel apps, contactless 
payment options, and real time information will be offered. 

• On-board support staff/volunteers to curate a journey or day out delivered by 
partnering local charities with local bus companies. It builds on the success of the 
“Chatty Bus”, trialled prior to the pandemic by the community provider, Westbank 
Community Health &  Care 

• Community Rail Projects working with Devon & Cornwall Rail  Partnership on 
activities involving the recently re-opened Okehampton Station targeting the local 
16-25 age group and building on the success of "CreativiTea trains" plus piloting 
“Try the Train”/ Chatty Trains initiative on the East Devon stretch of the Waterloo 
line, between Exeter and Axminster, incorporating the new town of Cranbrook. 

• Working with One Northern Devon on their Nature on Prescription Pilot and 
Healthy Ageing initiative, building a social prescription by offering links to nature 
including Active Walks, ensuring transport is included in the prescription for 
communities of North Devon and Torridge. 

• Driver Awareness Training, recognising how critical the role of the bus driver is to 
a passenger’s journey experience. Helping drivers to overcome their own concerns 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.devoncommunities.org.uk%2F&amp;data=05%7C01%7CAndrea.Davis%40devon.gov.uk%7Cb8558fc0291f4a29e85208da6fc21b1d%7C8da13783cb68443fbb4b997f77fd5bfb%7C0%7C0%7C637945176704814814%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=wPjnulb7KTb3j4UY1Wa2ITWqmLPKHX1heAR0hYPjEV0%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.devoncommunities.org.uk%2F&amp;data=05%7C01%7CAndrea.Davis%40devon.gov.uk%7Cb8558fc0291f4a29e85208da6fc21b1d%7C8da13783cb68443fbb4b997f77fd5bfb%7C0%7C0%7C637945176704814814%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=wPjnulb7KTb3j4UY1Wa2ITWqmLPKHX1heAR0hYPjEV0%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westbank.org.uk%2F&amp;data=05%7C01%7CAndrea.Davis%40devon.gov.uk%7Cb8558fc0291f4a29e85208da6fc21b1d%7C8da13783cb68443fbb4b997f77fd5bfb%7C0%7C0%7C637945176704814814%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=GvpXJAH%2FiBGGqz3SsZsSAxmZOdD2Az7hcmBzYes9Ve0%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westbank.org.uk%2F&amp;data=05%7C01%7CAndrea.Davis%40devon.gov.uk%7Cb8558fc0291f4a29e85208da6fc21b1d%7C8da13783cb68443fbb4b997f77fd5bfb%7C0%7C0%7C637945176704814814%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=GvpXJAH%2FiBGGqz3SsZsSAxmZOdD2Az7hcmBzYes9Ve0%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westbank.org.uk%2F&amp;data=05%7C01%7CAndrea.Davis%40devon.gov.uk%7Cb8558fc0291f4a29e85208da6fc21b1d%7C8da13783cb68443fbb4b997f77fd5bfb%7C0%7C0%7C637945176704814814%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=GvpXJAH%2FiBGGqz3SsZsSAxmZOdD2Az7hcmBzYes9Ve0%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdcrp.org.uk%2F&amp;data=05%7C01%7CAndrea.Davis%40devon.gov.uk%7Cb8558fc0291f4a29e85208da6fc21b1d%7C8da13783cb68443fbb4b997f77fd5bfb%7C0%7C0%7C637945176704814814%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=a2089CDTujPRA6pIbNaqVo1KrVa2fbBWWRtf2e4qAco%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdcrp.org.uk%2F&amp;data=05%7C01%7CAndrea.Davis%40devon.gov.uk%7Cb8558fc0291f4a29e85208da6fc21b1d%7C8da13783cb68443fbb4b997f77fd5bfb%7C0%7C0%7C637945176704814814%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=a2089CDTujPRA6pIbNaqVo1KrVa2fbBWWRtf2e4qAco%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fonenortherndevon.co.uk%2F&amp;data=05%7C01%7CAndrea.Davis%40devon.gov.uk%7Cb8558fc0291f4a29e85208da6fc21b1d%7C8da13783cb68443fbb4b997f77fd5bfb%7C0%7C0%7C637945176704814814%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=WxSnwAfZyLAhg%2BKrhri4mS%2Bhju%2FWEjkA7HWScGSGHu8%3D&amp;reserved=0
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about offering help to passengers with protected characteristics.  We want to help 
our smaller & medium sized commercial bus operators with a first-rate training 
programme delivered by specialist providers. 

• Community Grants Fund for community organisations to apply for funds to 
support transport requests to reach activities addressing loneliness – i.e. transport 
for a local resident with no access to public/other transport to access a Gardening 
Club, or taxi vouchers for a student living in a rural area to access local Young 
Farmers meetings with friends. 

 

EV Charging Strategy- Consultation 
Devon Electric Vehicle Charging Strategy - Have Your Say 
This is a major part of a larger strategy to reduce carbon emissions from on- road 
transportation which accounts for 30 per cent of all the county’s carbon emissions. From 
2030 sales of EVs will be phased out - the draft Devon Electric Vehicle Charging Strategy 
sets out how and where DCC will need to intervene to deliver the needed infrastructure to 
increase the uptake of electric vehicles across the county. 
The EV Charging Strategy, Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plans, Devon’s Bus 
Service Improvement Plan, and rail plans for Devon Metro are essential to ensure that 
Devon achieves net-zero by 2050, as outlined in the Devon Carbon Plan. Transport in 
Devon contributes 27% of our Carbon emissions. 
The Strategy itself includes detail on numbers of current and predicted EV users, 
capacity, number and location of existing charging points, detail about current local and 
national policy as well as forecasts of future EV uptake and chargepoint demand. 
Please encourage your residents to look at the consultation, and hopefully decide to 
respond! 

 
Highways 
Cyclic Maintenance Update 
Planned cleaning of drainage gullies and features such as grips and easements is on 
programme to be completed in accordance with policy. However, there have been some 
changes to revenue cyclic maintenance work to compensate for increased costs and the 
agreed contribution to Financial Sustainability Tactical Savings; - 

• For the last 4 months of the year the resource available for reactive jetting work will 
be halved and identified and reported problems will be further prioritised. 

• The winter ploughing and ditching work will commence in December with a 
reduced programme of works 

• An extended programme of verge cutting is underway until December on rural 
minor roads utilising the available tractor fleet. This will improve access to drainage 
features and reduce the cost of next years programme. 

 
  

https://www.devon.gov.uk/haveyoursay/consultations/devon-electric-vehicle-charging-strategy/
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Appendix 7 - Portreeve Report 
 

Good evening Councillors, 
 
I was honoured to be sworn in as the 1202nd Portreeve of Ashburton on 22 November 
together with my Master Bailiff, Kath Pugh. We were all extremely saddened by the sudden 
death of our friend Tony Pugh and considering this Kath has been a tower of strength and 
has served her community since Tony’s death with dignity and love. 
 
My charities for the coming year are Moorland Community Care and Rainbows and I have 
fundraising events planned for next year commencing with a Rainbow fancy dress themed 
sponsored walk on 18th February around the roads of Ashburton. If any councillors would like 
to join me, please let me know and I will let you have sponsorship forms. 
 
I have been talking to Cllr Vogel regarding organising a volunteers recruitment fair. One 
possible venue is the church. This will be primarily for local organisations who are seeking 
volunteers but any organisation will be able to have a table. 
 
I will endeavour to attend or at the very least submit a report for all full council meetings and 
hope we can have a fruitful relationship. 
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Appendix 8 – Chamber of Trade update 
 
DECEMBER 2022 Chamber of Trade report to Ashburton Council 
 
Key points from 2022 
The Chair has learned much from his colleagues on the Committee of ACT 
Much has been learned from the Council and Councillors about how the Council operates 
and achieves what is needed. 
The ACT has been growing in members - approx 15 and in their understanding of the Town - 
ACT relationship 
I have worked to understand the issues relating to the Town Event organizers and the 
retailers - recent communications have been positive and the recent LNS went well.  
The ACT has a forward plan for 2023 and beyond 

• new name ASDBN 
• new Executive members (not all announced 
• new website - hopefully to be linked to the Town website 
• new promotion through noticeboards 
• smart screens (need support from the Council) 
• networking breakfasts and wine/cheese evenings. It would be good to continue to 

work together with the Council in any ways which are relevant 
• The Warm Space initiative, started by ACT, has been excellently implemented by Cllr. 

Bovey 
• (The initiative should be captured so that it can be repeated if need) 
• it would be good if the Council would issue an Event Calendar and, if necessary, 

consider any funding issues (the ACT may be able to help). 
 

There seem (to me) to be no significant Initiatives launched by the Council in 2022. Everyone 
had to hold a Jubilee and whilst that was brilliantly done, it was not an original initiative. The 
same applies to the death and funeral of Her Majesty the Queen. 
 
The items which the Council does address are often boring and attract no positive attention 
by those living in the Town; the Council should look for ways to change this. The people in 
the Town look to no one in the Council to become inspired or enthusiastic about their future 
living here. 
 
A major reality is that there WILL be a huge shopping area behind Peartree, and there WILL 
be an effect created by the new Co-Op at Dolbeare. 
 
The Council should accept it is their responsibility to examine these realities and plan to turn 
them into opportunities - and definitely not ignore them; they are not going to go away.  
The ACT has several new initiatives which they would like in time to discuss with the Council 
which would / could help to lift Ashburton into its proper place in Dartmoor - the leader and 
the community to which most people who know us would wish to belong 
 
Nigel Ward 
Chair, Ashburton Chamber of Trade 
Ashburton & South Dartmoor Business Network (ASDBN) incorporating Ashburton Chamber 
of Trade 
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