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MINUTES OF THE FULL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON
TUESDAY 12" DECEMBER 2023 At 7.30pm
IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF THE TOWN HALL

Present: ClIr. Giles (Chair)
Clirs. Bovey, Distin, Hext, Hogbin, Nutley, Parker, Pickvance and Tinne,
In attendance: Town Clerk, Deputy Town Clerk, Office Administrator, and 3 members of
the public.
Apologies.

The Clerk noted apologies had been received from ClIr. Turner due to a prior
engagement and Clirs. Searight and Wood due to work commitments. Clir. Giles
proposed that the apologies be accepted; seconded by Clir. Tinne. All in favour.
Declarations of interest.

None were declared.

Public comments/statements.

The Postmaster spoke about financial fraud and scams. The Post Office is
working closely with Barclays who will be holding scam awareness workshops in
the new year. Customers do not need to be Barclays customers to participate.

To receive and approve the minutes of the previous meeting on 14"
November 2023.

Cllr. Giles confirmed the minutes had been circulated. They were signed as a true
and accurate record of the meeting.

To resolve the co-option of two new Town Councillors.

ClIr. Giles proposed that Mr. Hext and Mr Pickvance be co-opted to the Council;
seconded by ClIr. Nutley. All in favour.

Once Declarations of Interest were signed, Clirs. Hext and Pickvance took their
seats in The Chamber.

To receive the Presentments from the Leet and Baron Jury.

The Presentments were noted by The Clerk. (Appendices 1 and 2).

Thanks were noted from both Baron and Leet juries regarding the completion of the
Town Hall ceiling.

Further discussion regarding a cardboard recycling station to be carried forward to

General Purposes. ACTION
Further discussion regarding the excessive use and possible removal of the loading
bay to be placed on a future General Purposes agenda. ACTION
Discussions about the Parks and Green Space Survey and review of signage to be
carried forward to General Purposes. ACTION
The Clerk to make representation to DCC with regard to the road surfaces in and
around Ashburton. ACTION
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An apology had already been received regarding the work in Blogishay Lane and a
date has been arranged for the repair.

The Clerk will follow up with TDC regarding the removal of wheelie bins in the
alleyway between West Street and St Andrews Close ACTION

To approve the October and November draft Finance Committee minutes and
resolve the Recommendations to Full Council.

ClIr. Distin confirmed the minutes had been circulated and proposed they be signed
as a true and accurate record.

Recommendations for resolution:

(158/23F) Clir Distin proposed the £5,000 be paid to Ashburton Swimming Pool to
participate in the Heroes scheme; seconded by CllIr. Hogbin.

A majority voted in favour (1 abstention). RESOLVED
(162/23F) ClIr. Distin outlined the request to precept £2,400 for disposal of garden
waste. ClIr. Nutley expressed disappointment that Ashburton Town Council should
be paying this at all. ClIr. Giles proposed the sum be added; seconded by ClIr.
Hogbin. A majority voted in favour, Clir. Tinne abstained RESOLVED
(163/23F) ClIr. Distin proposed to include £5,000 for tree works & associated
ground works at Bullivers Way in the 2024-25 precept, seconded by ClIr. Giles. All
in favour. RESOLVED

To approve the October draft Planning Committee minutes.

The Clerk confirmed that the minutes had been circulated previously. Clir. Hogbin
proposed they be accepted as a true and accurate record; seconded by Clir. Distin.
All'in favour.

To approve the October and November draft General Purposes Committee
minutes.

Clir. Bovey confirmed that the above minutes had been circulated and proposed
they be accepted as a true and accurate record. This was seconded by CllIr. Hogbin,
all in favour.

The Clerk noted that free parking passes were no longer issued by TDC. With
regard to 083/23GP(i), the Clerk reported that a letter had been sent to key
organisations who fly post but had not copied this to the Chamber of Trade. The
Clerk agreed to do so. ACTION

To resolve that the HR Working Group become a sub-committee of the
Finance Committee.

Cllr. Hogbin noted that working groups should exist for specific purposes so now
should be a sub-committee. The Clerk noted that the Terms of Reference will need
to be adjusted. ClIr. Giles proposed to accept the change; seconded by Cllr.
Nutley. All in favour RESOLVED

To resolve the draft staff contracts be finalised.

Cllr. Hogbin explained the outcome of the HR group regarding contracts. The
Clerk will be offered the Peninsula Pension and other staff NEST. The Clerk noted
that section 16 of the contract will need to be revised. Clir. Hogbin proposed that
the contracts be accepted with this revision; seconded by Clir. Giles. All in favour.
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To resolve the outstanding annual leave agreement for 2023-24.

CliIr. Hogbin explained the HR Group’s position. The Deputy Town Clerk will be
able to carry forward 24 hours but must take the balance by the end of the current
year. Due to lack of cover provision, the Caretaker will be paid 60 hours and aim to
take the remaining 60 hours before the end of the year. Clir. Hogbin proposed
these arrangements be accepted; seconded by ClIr. Giles. All in favour

To resolve the increased caretaker’s pay award and arrangements for relief
caretaker role.
The HR group suggested an increase to £13 per hour for the Caretaker’s role. Her
holiday entitlement will be 180 hours next year and 100 will need to be covered by
a Relief Caretaker. CllIr. Hogbin suggested a precept figure of £1,500. Proposed
by CllIr. Nutley; seconded by ClIr. Bovey. All in favour.
To resolve the draft budget be finalised for 2024-25.
The Clerk explained the budget sheet that had been distributed, noting income is
dependent on securing a new tenant for Offices 1 and 2. She also noted that the
money for the swimming pool and staff training would be paid from this year’s
underspend.
Future projects were discussed mainly in reference to maintenance and
decarbonisation. The kitchen ventilation system remains outstanding at
approximately. £3,500; the flat roof needs new lead and the quality of the felt was
reported poor. CllIr. Giles noted that the annual cleaning and re-coating of the hall
floor was vital. It was agreed to add £5,000 for the boiler, £4,000 for kitchen
ventilation, £10,000 for the clock and the amount for the flat roof once the quotes
were received.
Clir. Hogbin proposed to accept the budget, with the above additions; seconded by
Clir. Giles. All'in favour (CllIr. Tinne was not present in the room during the
discussion).). RESOLVED
The Town Clerk to add the additional figures to the budget and re-circulate.
ACTION
ClIr. Giles thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 20.35
Signed Date

Chair
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Actions arising

226/23 | To receive the Presentments from the Leet and Baron Jury.

1 To add cardboard recycling to the next General Purposes Committee
agenda.

2 Use and possible removal of the loading bay to be added to the next
General Purposes Committee agenda.

3 Parks and Green space survey and review of signage to be placed on a
future General Purposes Committee agenda.

4 The Clerk to make representation to DCC regarding the road surfaces
in and around Ashburton.

5 The Clerk to contact TDC regarding the removal of wheelie bins in the
alleyway between West Street and St Andrews Close.

227/23 | To approve the October and November draft Finance Committee
minutes and resolve the Recommendations to Full Council.

1 £5,000 to be paid to the Ashburton Swimming Pool Heroes appeal.
2 £2,400 to be added to the precept for disposal of garden waste.

3 £5,000 to be added to the precept for tree works and associated
ground works at Bullivers Way.

229/23 | To approve the October and November draft General Purposes
Committee minutes.
Town Clerk to forward the fliers email to the Chamber of Trade.

234/23 | To resolve the draft budget be finalised for 2024-25.

It was resolved that the following additions would be to be added to the
2024-25 budget: £1,2500 for the annual cleaning and re-coating of the
hall floor; £5,000 for the boiler; £4,000 for kitchen ventilation, £10,000 for
the clock and the amount for the flat roof to be confirmed once the
guotes are received.

Town Clerk to revise and circulate the budget.
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Appendix 1.

PBorough of Apsheberton

STEWARD MASTER BAILIFF

Mr Peter Brewer Mr Martyn Brooks

Town Hall heri A [Redacted]
Ashburton Mrs Katherine Pug

rd
TQ13 70Q 1203 PORTREEVE

[Redacted]
[Redacted]

The Town Mayor 2" December 2023
Ashburton Town Hall

Ashburton

TQ13 7QQ

Dear Councillor Giles,

At Court and Law Day on November 28™", 2023, the Leet and Baron Juries made presentments, which | am
very pleased to forward on to you.

Leet

WE PRESENT

Our thanks to Ashburton Town Council and their contractors for the work that was undertaken to restore
the main hall of the Town Hall following damage to the ceiling and for returning it to a usual space for
town events.

Baron

WE PRESENT

Congratulations to Ashburton Town Council for the refurbishment completed in the main hall of the Town
Hall. A very impressive public space returned to its former glory.

Kind regards
Peter

Peter Brewer
Steward to the Courts
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Appendix 2

STEWARD MASTER BAILIFF

Mr Peter Brewer Mr Martyn Brooks

" - [Redacted]
AO;Vbn ta Mrs Katherine Pugh
rton
shburto 1203 PORTREEVE
TQ13 7QQ
[Redacted]
[Redacted]

The Town Clerk

Ashburton Town Council 4™ December 2023
Town Hall

Ashburton

TQ13 7QQ

Dear Jacqui,

At the Annual Court and Law Day on November 28™", 2023, several Presentments were made by the Leet
and Baron Juries. | am pleased to forward the Presentments that concern the Town Council.

BARON JURY: WE PRESENT -

That the recycling skip for magazines and newspapers at the top of Ashburton Car Park be changed to a
cardboard recycling skip. Many more people have lots more cardboard and siting this would help the
environment as many have to drive to surrounding areas to recycle their cardboard.

BARON JURY: WE PRESENT-

That Ashburton Town Council encourage the highways department to remove the loading bay sited in
North Street as it is not being policed and the same vehicles are constantly parked there, which does bot
support any extra business to our shops or alleviate passing traffic. This should be replaced by a passing
bay, which should be positioned, as first requested outside of the Bay Horse Inn as this is where the
problems with vehicles opposite not giving way and mounting the pavement at speed risking injury to
pedestrians. The simple solution could be to replace the black bollard previously in place for many years
that made vehicles pull in to allow oncoming traffic through, thus stopping vehicles mounting and driving
along the pavement.

BARON JURY: WE PRESENT-
That Teignbridge District Council take note of their “Parks and Green Space” survey this year and invest
funds to improve the play areas at our Recreation Ground.
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BARON JURY: WE PRESENT-

That the Highway Authority erect signage at Great Bridge leading to Rew Road that warns it is not suitable
for Large Good Vehicles. We requested this in 2021 but Dartmoor National Parks indicated that they did
not wish to clutter our roads with signage. Prior to new houses being built there was a width warning
sign, but this was removed and never replaced. We have several large goods vehicles being directed on to
Rew Road in the last few years and even in the last couple of months, they are getting stuck and rescue
vehicles are causing lots of damage to the hedges, walls and trees and eroding the sides of the lanes,
which are getting dangerous in places.

BARON JURY: WE PRESENT-

The condition of the road surfaces in and around Ashburton are deteriorating quickly and are in desperate
need of repair. Potholes are getting bigger, and the drains are sinking and are cause for concern. We also
request that they reinstate road marking where they have been worn away.

BARON JURY: WE PRESENT=
That the authorities concerned revisit and correctly re-surface Blogishay Lane and the Church Path even
though they did some remedial dressing work it is still very uneven and in a dangerous state.

BARON JURY: WE PRESENT-

That Ashburton Town Council pursue with Teignbridge District Council for the removal of all wheelie bins
situated in the alleyway running from West Street to St Andrew’s Close, and encourage the owners of
these bins to site them outside their own premises. There are a number which are overflowing and
attracting vermin and other animals and it is becoming a health and safety issue. A lot of rubbish is spilling
into the Leet and blocking it causing the water to flood over the Leet. Action by the authorities should be
implemented immediately with Ashburton Town Council following up on this issue.

Kind regards

Peter Brewer

Peter Brewer
Steward to the Courts
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