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Ashburton Town Council 
MINUTES OF THE GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE HELD ON 

Wednesday 26th February 2025 
At 7.30 pm in The Town Hall 

 
Present:  Cllrs. Giles (Chair), Bovey, Distin, Vogel and Wood.  
In attendance: Clerk, Office Administrator and two members of the public. 
 
001.25GP Apologies.   
The Clerk reported that apologies had been received from Cllr. Nutley due to ill health and 
Cllr. Turner due to a prior commitment.  Cllr. Giles proposed to accept these apologies, 
seconded by Cllr. Vogel.  All in favour. 
 
002.25GP Declarations of interest.   
None were declared. 
 
003.25GP Public comments/statements.   
There were none. 
 
004.25GP To agree the minutes of the previous meeting of 27th November 2024.   
The Clerk explained that the nomination for a Town Hero (item 079.24GP) was from a 
previous Councillor and further clarification had previously been requested. The Clerk will 
contact the previous Councillor to see if she wishes to send further information. There being 
no further matters arising the minutes were duly signed as a true and accurate record of the 
meeting.   

ACTION 
005.25GP To elect a Vice-Chair.   
Cllr. Giles proposed Cllr. Vogel; seconded by Cllr. Wood. All in favour. 
 
006.25GP To discuss a response to the resident objection to the 20mph speed limit 
raised at Full Council (14th January 2025).   
The Clerk has researched a response to the objection to the 20mph speed limit.  She outlined 
her conversations with Devon County Council, various community members and her review 
of previous minutes. Traffic calming measures have been requested in Ashburton since the 
late 1990s.  Cllr. Khan has suggested the member of the public should request the road safety 
data upon which this decision was made via a Freedom of Information request (FOI). Cllr. 
Giles asked the Clerk to seek clarity on this; to ascertain whether it is still a trial or whether it 
is now an established speed limit.  It was suggested she also clarify the safety criteria on 
which the decision was made. In addition, Councillors wished to determine the cost of the 
signage and whether funding was from a central government source. 

ACTION 
 
007.25GP To discuss the response to the resident letter regarding the public 
consultation process (received 28th January 2025).    
The Clerk reported that she received communication directly from TDC Democratic Services 
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as well as from the Chief Finance Officer & Director of Corporate Services, stating that 
Ashburton Town Council had provided sufficient opportunity to inform and consult with 
residents on the matter.  Cllr. Giles suggested that once a report on the whole procedure 
has been written it is also forwarded to the resident.    

ACTION 

008.25GP To consider the draft Honorary Freeman policy for recommendation to Full 
Council.  
The Clerk presented the policy which had also been circulated to Councillors prior to the 
meeting.  Following discussion, suggestions were made to amend the terminology and clarify 
who could nominate people; what would they receive, and what special rights would they be 
granted. The Clerk’s office will amend the document and circulate this ahead of presentation 
to Full Council. 

ACTION 

009.25GP To consider Ashburton Town Council’s public engagement on Social Media 
platforms. 

The issue of appropriate response became heightened during the recent public consultation 
process. The Clerk sought clarification as to how and if Councillors wished the office to 
respond.  Cllr. Distin noted that the DALC recommendation is to not respond at all. Cllrs. 
Giles and Vogel suggested posts should direct individuals to the website. Cllr. Wood shared 
her experience of using comments to create FAQs for the website. The Clerk’s office will 
review the social media policy. 

ACTION 

010.25GP Matters raised by Councillors for information only or possible inclusion on 
a future agenda. 

Cllr. Bovey was unsure whether a gift should be taken to her counterpart for the forthcoming 
Twinning visit. She agreed to seek clarification but suggested it may be more appropriate to 
wait until August when they come to England. 

Cllr. Vogel wished to talk about a strategy for housing and what should be expected from a 
developer at the pre-planning stage. He felt this should be looked at with some urgency and 
agreed to circulate his report for Councillors to read prior to the next Full Council meeting. 

ACTION 

 

Cllr. Giles thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 20.43 

 
 
Signed ____________________________ Date _______________ 
  Chair  
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Summary of Actions from General Purposes Committee Meeting 
held on 26th February 2025. 

 
 

004.25GP To agree the minutes of the previous meeting of 27th November 2024.   
The Clerk’s office to contact the previous Councillor to see if she wishes to provide further 
information in support of her nomination for a Town Hero. 
 
006.25GP To discuss a response to the resident objection to the 20mph speed limit 
raised at Full Council (14th January 2025).   
The Clerk to seek clarification the status of the 20mph speed limit trial, the safety criteria on 
which the decision was made and the cost and source of the funding for the signage?  
 
007.25GP To discuss the response to the resident letter regarding the public 
consultation process (received 28th January 2025).    
Clerk’s office to provide a copy of the consultation report to the resident once it is written 

008.25GP To consider the draft Honorary Freeman policy for recommendation to Full 
Council.  
The Clerk’s office to reword the document and circulate this for presentation to Full Council 

009.25GP To consider Ashburton Town Council’s public engagement on Social Media 
platforms. 
The Clerk’s office to review the social media policy and amend as appropriate. 

010.25GP Matters raised by Councillors for information only or possible inclusion 
on a future agenda. 
Cllr. Vogel to circulate his housing report to Councillors in order that it can be discussed at 
a future date.  


