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Ashburton Town Council 
MINUTES OF FULL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING  

HELD ON 
TUESDAY 11th MARCH 2025 At 7.30pm  

IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF THE TOWN HALL 

 
Present: Cllr. Bovey (Chair), Cllrs. Distin, Giles, Pickvance, Pugh, Searight, Vogel & Wood. 
In attendance: The Clerk, Deputy Clerk; Teignbridge Cllrs Major & Rogers; Director of 
Spatial Planning – DNPA; representatives from Devonshire Homes, Ashburton Guides, 
Ashburton Swimming Pool and 20 members of the public. 
 
036.25 Declaration of acceptance of the office of Chair. 
Cllr. Giles proposed Cllr. Bovey as Chair, seconded by Cllr. Distin. All in favour.  
Cllr. Bovey read and signed the declaration of office. As the most recent former Chair 
present, Cllr. Giles presented Cllr. Bovey with the Mayoral chains. 
    
037.25 Apologies. 
The Clerk noted apologies received from Cllr. Nutley due to ill health, and Cllr. Turner due to 
a prior engagement. Cllr. Giles proposed to accept these apologies; seconded by Cllr. 
Pickvance. All in favour.  
Apologies had also been received from the Portreeve.  

038.25 Declarations of interest. 
None received. 
 
039.25 Public comments and statements. 
1. A local resident queried whether Ashburton Town Council meetings were recorded and 
how this data was used. He also stated that Ashburton pavements are too narrow, and 
residents are forced to walk in the road, he requests that the council work with Devon 
County Council to carry out a survey for upgrading measures such as pavement widening, 
hatch markings, pedestrian crossings and safety islands. 
2. A local resident wished to raise concerns over the potential Kenwyn development and 
encourage DCC and DNPA to consider other options that would result in the retention of the 
original building.  
3. Another resident wished to express dissatisfaction over how Devon County Council have 
managed the Kenwyn situation.       
4. The Postmaster stated that he has donated high vis jackets and equipment to the council, 
to be used by the Town Tidy team which meet each fourth Sunday of the month.   
 
040.25 To receive and approve the minutes of the previous meeting of 11th February 
2025.  
The Chair confirmed that the minutes of 11th February had been circulated. Cllr. Pugh noted 
that she had sent apologies for the meeting, but this had been missed from the minutes. 
Cllr. Vogel proposed to accept that the minutes be signed as a true and accurate record of 
the meeting following the amendment of Cllr Pugh’s apology; seconded by Cllr. Wood. All in 
favour. 
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041.25 To elect a vice-Chair. 
Cllr. Bovey proposed Cllr. Wood as vice-Chair, seconded by Cllr. Giles. All in favour.  
 
042.25 The Mayor to present the Ashburton Lottery grant cheques. 
Cllr. Bovey presented the representatives of two local organisations, Ashburton Guides and 
Ashburton Swimming Pool cheques following their successful applications to the Ashburton 
Town Lottery panel.    
 
043.25 To receive an update on Kenwyn from invited representatives from 
Devonshire Homes and the Dartmoor National Park Authority. 
Representatives from Devonshire Homes (DH) introduced themselves and circulated paper 
copies of their intended site plans for Kenwyn. They then invited Councillor questions. 
To summarise: The intention is to demolish the building that is there and replace it with 19 
new homes, the majority of which will have two bedrooms. To restore the current building 
could potentially cost millions and is therefore unviable. DH have exchanged contracts with 
Devon County Council and are at the pre-application stage currently; they are also willing to 
engage in conversation with the council regarding community benefit.  
Although no Tree Protection Orders are on the site, DH intend to keep as many of the 
‘better’ trees as possible and the road access will remain the same. Upon completion, the 
land will be managed by a grounds maintenance company.  
Councillors queried as to why the three affordable housing plots are separated from the 
main development with only one open market property attached as this feels they are being 
deliberately segregated; DH assured Councillors this was not the case.  
Additionally, it was asked whether the affordable housing is guaranteed. DH stated that they 
can never guarantee, they intend to have the three affordable housing units but if there are 
any unforeseen circumstances such as increased costs during the development, they will 
only be kept if the project remains viable.             
Devonshire Homes they will be holding a public consultation event at the Town Hall on 
Wednesday 26th March 1-6pm. They encouraged members of the public to attend and ask 
questions or raise any concerns.  
Cllr. Bovey thanked Devonshire Homes or attending and invited further questions for DH or 
DNPA; Cllr. Vogel requested that a planning officer from DNPA be present at the public 
consultation event and was advised this may be possible for at least part of the day.   
 
044.25 To receive the Clerk’s report.  
(Appendix 1) The Clerk presented her report outlining several topics including staffing and 
HR, the budget, preparations for the .gov website. She also presented images of the newly 
instated benches on Bulliver’s Way and the hanging baskets around the Town – projects 
that were funded by the UK Shared Prosperity Fund.   
 
045.25 To receive the Police report.  
(Appendix 2) The Clerk presented the Police report, summarising the 9 criminal offences 
reported within February 2025, and matters relating to speeding vehicles in the area. 
Additionally, funding from the Proceeds of Crime Act (POCA) has been approved and the 
local neighbourhood Policing Team are pleased to award the Bank Youth Project the sum of 
£2,310 to help support the vital work they do for the community.  
The next police surgery is to be held on 22nd March at 11am in the Information Centre.  
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046.25 Devon County Council report.   
No report received.  
 
047.25 Teignbridge District Council report. 
Cllr. Major reported that the budget for the new financial year has been approved and is 
now published on the Teignbridge District Council website for public to view.  
Cllr. Rogers sends his warmest regards to Cllr. Nutley whilst he recovers from a period of ill 
health. The Ring and Ride door-to-door service is being launched within the coming weeks. 
Volunteer drivers with D1 provision on their driving licence are being sought and full training 
will be given. The Household Support fund applications are open, information can be found 
on the TDC website.  
Dog fouling signs have been spray painted in the recreation ground and officers are 
assisting with non-adherence measures.  
 
048.25 To receive the report from the vice-Chair of the Finance committee.   
Cllr. Distin congratulated our new Mayor and Deputy Mayor, Cllr. Bovey and Cllr. Wood.  
He queried the wording of item 024.25F and asked for clarification before these minutes are 
approved at the next Finance committee meeting.  
 
049.25 To receive the report from the Chair of the General-Purpose committee.  
Cllr. Giles reviewed the actions from the last General-Purpose meeting. All actions are 
progressing and ready to report on at the next meeting.  
 
050.25 To receive a report from the Portreeve 
(Appendix 3) The Clerk presented the report received by email in the absence of the 
Portreeve, outlining recent events he had attended.    
 
051.25 Councillors’ reports of attendance at sub committees and meetings of other 
organisations.  
Cllr. Wood attended a recent meeting of the Ashburton Swimming Pool; she is pleased to 
announce that the pool will be opening by the end of May. There is a lot of work to do before 
then and she thanked the generosity of the Town Council for making this possible. 
 
Cllr. Vogel attended a meeting at Glendinning and noted that during this meeting he was 
made aware that, in order to build the new road, they had moved 1.5km of hedgerow, 
protecting it and any animals within the hedge. This was completed in the presence of an 
ecologist. 
 
Cllr. Pugh attended a recent RBL committee meeting. On 8th May 2025, there will be a 
service at the war memorial, 6pm, to commemorate VE day. On 10th May, there will be an 
event held at the RBL hut, starting at 2pm.  
 
052.25 To suggest content for the Ashburton Town Council media post. 
Cllr. Bovey recommended that if councillors have any suggestions for social media, to 
please email the Clerk’s office.  
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053.25 Matters raised by Councillors for information only or on a future agenda. 
Cllr. Pickvance requested that information regarding the Magic Breakfast Charity is 
circulated to Cllr. Rogers.  
Cllr. Giles noted that the Cancer Research Big Breakfast will take place on Saturday 15th 
March, all are welcome.  
Cllr. Bovey noted that Right Reverand Mark Rylands will be leaving shortly, his last sermon 
will be on Sunday 6th April 2025.  

Cllr. Bovey thanked everyone and closed the meeting at 20.42. 

 

 

Signed ____________________________ Date _______________ 
  Chair 
 
 
 

 
ACTION POINTS ARISING: 

None. 
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APPENDIX 1          ITEM 044.25 
Clerk’s report to March Full Council  

 

Staffing – we welcome Cllr Bovey as our new Mayor and thank her for stepping in whilst our previous Mayor 
took time away. Saskia Hogbin resigned mid-term, leaving the Council to prioritise her family needs at this 
time. We wish her best wishes for the future. 
The short-term appointment of the Town Centre and Events Project has been well received with many emails 
of support from Chamber of Trade members. Our Town Warden has made good progress on footpaths and 
again, we have received lots of favourable responses on Facebook.  
 
Budget – as we near the year-end we are chasing outstanding invoices and review of accounts to estimate 
year-end underspend. This will be presented to Finance Committee next week.  
The electricity contract is currently being negotiated, but costs are approximately 30% increased. 
 
Fire risk assessment report– still awaiting quote for schedule of works (chased again). Budgetary and 
policy implications arising from this report are to be considered by the Finance and Town Hall Buildings 
Committee. 
 
Revised Model Financial Regulations –the overview of the implications for signatories and authorisation / 
delegation had been carried forward to March Finance committee. 
Website/.gov email – all legally required documentation is now uploaded from a new Google drive and ready 
for transfer over this month prior to launch.  
 
Shop Front Improvement grant, funded by UKSPF – a total of six businesses were allocated a grant. All 
works were completed, and we are still awaiting reimbursement from TDC. We have received a few lovely 
letters of thanks. 
 
Other UKSPF funded projects – two short-term posts, four benches and Blooming Ashburton hanging 
baskets all successfully in place and awaiting funding re-imbursement. 

            

Human Resources sub-committee 
With Cllr. Bovey taking on her new role, she will no longer be able to sit on this committee. We will therefore 
need another Councillor to join. 
The next meeting is due on Wed 2nd April. Current work on staff contracts, pensions, new appointments and 
HR- related policies should be complete at this next meeting. 
 
Decarbonisation and energy efficiency sub-committee – this advisory group will be established and report 
to the Finance and Town Hall Building Committee. Please let the Clerk’s Office know if you are interested in 
being involved or would like to propose any lay members with pertinent experience or knowledge in this area. 
 
Jacqui Bartram, 11th March 2025 
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APPENDIX 2          ITEM 045.25 

     
Neighbourhood Police Report 

Ashburton Town Council 
February 2025 

This report covers the area of the Ashburton. 
The area includes the town of Ashburton, its road network including a section of the A38. 
The area is served by the Neighbourhood Policing team, working out of Ashburton Police Office, Conway 
House. 
The team is led by Sector Inspector Sean Roper and Police Sergeant Seth Saunders. 
PC Claire HURRELL is the Neighbourhood Beat Manager for Ashburton working alongside Police Community 
Support Officer Tamzin Campbell-Moseley. 
In the period 1st of February 2025 to 28th February 2025 there were 9 criminal offences reported for this 
area. 

2 – Assault 
2- Common Assault 
1 - Theft 
2 - Sexual Offence 
1 – Possession of bladed article  
1 - Malicious Communication 
 

Police also responded to over 58 non crime incidents across this area. 

These included road traffic related matters, domestics, concerns for welfare, missing persons, sudden 
deaths, prison recalls and firearms / licensing management. 

A Police Surgery took place on the 26th February. From this surgery Concerns were raised from the 
community of the increase of speeding vehicles along Balland Lane, during school pick up and drop off times 
around South Dartmoor College. 

In response members of the safety Camera Partnership attended the area to monitor the speed for 1 hour. 
During that time 33 drivers were captured exceeding the 20mph speed limit. The highest recorded was 29 
mph. 

The next Surgery is scheduled for 22nd March at 11am at the Tourist Information Centre. 

As your local neighbourhood Policing Team, we are pleased to confirm that an application through Devon & 
Cornwall Police for funding from the Proceeds of Crime Act (POCA) has been approved and have awarded the 
Bank Youth Project the sum of £2,310.00. 

We hope these funds will help support the project whose vital work plays a unique role, one that is valued and 
supported as they make a significant difference to the lives of many young people in the community. 

 Tamzin Campbell-Moseley                            Claire Hurrell 

Police Community Support Officer 30577                    Neighbourhood Beat Manager PC 12367 
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APPENDIX 3           ITEM 032.25 
 

To receive a report from the Portreeve 
 

We were invited to attend Alcester Court Leet Church Service and Reception on Sunday 12th January.  
This was an honour to see the High Bailiff and Low Bailiff sworn in to their offices. We are hoping to 
see many of them at our Ale Tasting & Bread Weighing ceremony on 19th July. 
 
We also attended the twinning Coffee morning which was a great success, and I chaired the            Pen-
sioners AGM where Margaret Worthington stood down as Chairperson and Margaret Boyce took 
over.   
 
We attended the Church Coffee morning at the Church Hall which was a great success, and the Master 
Bailiff chaired the Twinning AGM.   
 
We had a Silent Disco on 22nd February in the Town Hall as part of my Portreeves charity, which was 
very well supported and over £800 was raised towards the Community Fridge. 

 


