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Ashburton Town Council  

MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING 
HELD ON 

       Tuesday 25th March 2025 at 7.15 pm at the Town Hall 

Present:  Cllrs. Searight (Chair), Bovey, Distin, Giles, Turner, Vogel and Wood. 
In attendance: The Deputy Clerk, Office Administrator and four members of the public. 
 
Cllr. Searight welcomed those present. 
 
001.25GP  Apologies. 
None received. 
 
002.25GP  Declarations of interest. 
Cllr. Vogel declared an interest in item 006.25GP as he is co-chair of Ashburton Land Trust and 
a volunteer warden of DNPA. 
 
003.25GP  Public comments/statements. 
A representative of Sands School spoke about the positioning of a defibrillator on the front wall 
of the school and the fact that DNPA recommend that it is moved to a less conspicuous position.  
The school would prefer it stayed where it is currently. 
A local tree surgeon carried out a voluntary tree survey of the Kenwyn site recently, on a plan 
from Devonshire Homes.  He received a draft site plan from the potential developers and stated 
that not all trees had been included on the plan. His drawing was projected showing the root 
protection areas of healthy trees and the resident noted that much of the building would be 
unachievable without massive loss of trees. Some of those that would be left could over-
shadow the new properties and therefore be at risk of felling. Nineteen good quality trees would 
need to be removed for these plans to go ahead. 
 
004.25GP  To accept the minutes of the previous meeting on 23rd October 2024. 
Cllr. Searight confirmed that the minutes had been circulated. Councillors reviewed the actions, 
Cllr. Vogel explained the correct procedure for raising an objection to an application and how 
to request that a site visit is made. Cllr. Turner proposed the acceptance of the minutes as a 
true and accurate record of the meeting; seconded by Cllr. Distin. All in favour.  
ACTION: Cllr. Vogel to circulate procedural notes to all Councillors. 
 
005.25GP  Planning Reports. 

 Planning applications returned under delegated powers. 
Councillors noted the below reports, returned under the delegated powers of the Planning 
Committee: 
 
  



2 
https://ashburton1.sharepoint.com/sites/AshburtonTownCouncil/Shared Documents/ATC Docs/Agendas and 

Minutes/Planning Committee/Planning Mins/2025/03. March Planning minutes 2025.docx 
 

0017/25 & 0018/25 – 32 West Street, Ashburton, TQ13 7DU 
External alterations and internal reconfiguration of 2no. existing dwellings. - Supported. 
 
0024/25 – Dolbeare Business Park, Ashburton, TQ13 7FT 
Installation of advertisements including 2 internally illuminated fascia signs; 1 internally 
illuminated sign; 1 internally illuminated totem sign; 1 height restriction bar; 2 directional signs 
and 3 menu boards. - Objected. 
 
0456/24 – 32 North Street, Ashburton, TQ13 7QD 
Retrospective alterations to include internal and external works. - Supported. 
 
0079/25 – Sands School, 48 East Street, Ashburton, TQ13 7AX 
Installation of defibrillator. 
Standing Orders Suspended. 
Cllr. Searight clarified the points raised with the school representative. Whilst the planning 
permission shows that the defibrillator would be moved, the School would like to keep it where 
it currently is for maximum visibility to the public.  
Standing Orders Reinstated. 
Cllr. Searight proposed that he writes an additional letter to DNPA about this to add to the report 
already returned; seconded by Cllr. Wood. All in favour. 
ACTION: Cllr. Searight to write to DNPA about the defibrillator’s location at Sands 
School. 
 
0091/25GP  Druid Plantation, Ashburton, TQ13 7HR 
Erection of forestry barn – Prior Notification – Supported with the condition that the building 
is never used for accommodation.   
 
006.25GP  To discuss the draft Ashburton Town Council Housing and Community 
Benefits Policy. 
Cllr. Vogel presented the draft policy and summarised key areas such as meeting with 
applicants; type of housing and tenure mix; emergency housing and community benefits such 
as CIL and S106. Cllr. Wood proposed that the draft policy would be re-circulated to all 
Councillors for possible amendments, adaptations and/or acceptance. The policy then to be 
taken to the next Full Council meeting for ratification; seconded by Cllr. Turner.  All in favour. 
ACTION: Clerk’s office to re-circulate the policy and add this agenda item to the next 
Full Council meeting. 
 
007.25GP  Matters raised by Councillors for information only or possible inclusion on a 
future agenda. 
Cllr. Searight commented on the Devonshire Homes drop-in session at the Town Hall tomorrow 
and lack of advertisement to the local public - The Deputy Clerk noted that DNPA have 
recommended the developers hold public consultation.  
 
Cllr. Searight thanked those present for attending and closed the meeting at 20.05. 
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Signed: _______________________________ (Chair)   Date: ______________________ 

 
 
 
 

SUMMARY OF ACTIONS FROM PLANNING COMMITTEE – 25 MARCH 2025 
 
 
004.25GP  To accept the minutes of the previous meeting on 23rd October 2024. 
Cllr. Vogel to circulate procedural notes when objecting to a planning application. 
 
005.25GP  Planning Reports. 

 Planning applications for discussion. 
 Planning applications returned under delegated powers. 

0079/25 – Sands School, 48 East Street, Ashburton, TQ13 7AX 
Cllr. Searight to write to DNPA regarding the placement of the defibrillator at Sands School. 
 
006.25GP  To discuss the draft Ashburton Town Council Housing and Community 
Benefits Policy. 
Clerk’s office to re-circulate the policy and add this agenda item to the next Full Council 
meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


