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Ashburton Town Council  

MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING 
HELD ON 

       Tuesday 23rd April 2025 at 7.00 pm at the Town Hall 

Present:  Cllrs. Searight (Chair), Bovey, Distin and Vogel. 
In attendance: Cllr. Nutley, the Deputy Clerk, Office Administrator and seven members 
of the public. 
 
Cllr. Searight welcomed those present. 
 
008.25P  Apologies. 
The Deputy Clerk reported that apologies had been received from Cllrs. Giles and Turner, both 
had prior engagements. Cllr. Distin proposed that these apologies be accepted; seconded by 
Cllr. Vogel. All in favour.  
 
009.25P  Declarations of interest. 
Cllr. Searight expressed a personal interest in item 013.25P. 
Whilst not a member of the committee but due to his attendance of this meeting, Cllr. Nutley 
declared an interest as he is a member of the TDC and DNPA planning committees.   
 
010.25P  Public comments/statements. 
A local resident expressed concerns regarding the Dartmoor Lodge planning appeal. He is 
concerned that the appeal inaccurately described the Little Lodge as a café with ambient 
background music. He also felt that the environmental studies regarding the bat population has 
not been taken enough notice of. Another local resident stated that the amplified music is 
incredibly intrusive. The residents would like the councillors to note these concerns in the 
written representation to the appeal notice.  
 
011.25P  To accept the minutes of the previous meeting on 25th March 2025.  
Cllr. Searight confirmed that the minutes had been circulated. Councillors reviewed the actions. 
Cllr. Distin proposed to accept these minutes; seconded by Cllr. Bovey. All in favour.    
 
012.25P  Planning Reports. 

 Planning applications for discussion. 
 

0120/25 – Rew House, Rew Road, Ashburton, TQ13 7EJ 
Construction of a replacement garage.  
Cllr. Searight led discussion of this application. Cllr. Vogel stated that any approval must 
contain the wording that the building is ancillary to the main dwelling, and not to be used for 
accommodation. He proposed that the application is approved on this basis; seconded by Cllr. 
Bovey. All in favour. 
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0134/25 – Flat 3, 24 East Street, Ashburton, TQ13 7AZ 
Replacement windows, removal of night storage electric heaters and installation of underfloor 
heating mats. 
Cllr. Searight presented the above application. Cllr. Vogel noted that pre-application advice had 
been sought and followed. Cllr. Searight proposed that the application is approved; seconded 
by Cllr. Vogel. All in favour. 
ACTION: Clerk’s Office to return the above planning reports to DNP. 
 

 Planning applications for discussion. 
 
0024/25 – Dolbeare Meadow Business Park, Ashburton, TQ13 7FL 
Installation of advertisements, including 2 internally illuminated fascia signs; 1 internally 
illuminated sign; 1 internally illuminated totem sign; 1 height restriction bar; 2 directional signs 
and 3 menu boards.- Partially Approved. 
 
0456/25 – 32 North Street, Ashburton, TQ13 7QD 
Retrospective alterations to include internal and external works. – Approved. 
 
0079/25 – Sands School, 48 East Street, Ashburton, TQ13 7AX 
Installation of defibrillator. – Approved. 
 
013/25P  To discuss and decide action for the appeal to planning application 0404/24 – 
Dartmoor Lodge, Ashburton, TQ13 7JW,  
Cllr. Distin led discussion on this topic. Cllr. Vogel requested that the Council approach the 
planning directorate with a stronger response, in addition to the initial report.  
Standing Orders Suspended 
Cllr. Distin asked the members of the public if anyone came out to their properties during the 
application process. A resident stated that the application notes music can be played within the 
grounds rather than within the building, this is incredibly intrusive. Cllr. Vogel stated that there 
is no evidence of this within the planning reports and decision.  
Standing Orders Reinstated 
Cllr. Distin proposed that Ashburton Town Council add to the original planning report refusing 
the application before the appeal deadline of 2nd May; seconded by Cllr. Vogel. All in favour 
with the exception of Cllr. Searight who abstained due to his interest. 
ACTION: Cllrs. Distin and Vogel to note residents comments and write a report as part 
of the appeal process.      
 
Matters raised by Councillors for information only or possible inclusion on a future 
agenda. 
None.  
 
Cllr. Searight thanked those present for attending and closed the meeting at 19.29. 
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Signed: _______________________________ (Chair)   Date: ______________________ 

 
 
 
 

SUMMARY OF ACTIONS FROM PLANNING COMMITTEE – 23 APRIL 2025 
 
 
012.25P  Planning Reports. 
Clerk’s Office to return the planning reports 0120/25 and 0134/25 to DNP. 
 
013/25P  To discuss and decide action for the appeal to planning application 0404/24 – 
Dartmoor Lodge, Ashburton, TQ13 7JW,  
Cllrs. Distin and Vogel to note residents comments and write a report as part of the appeal 
process.      
 
 
 
 
 
 


