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Present: Cllr. Vogel (Chair), Bovey, Giles, Nutley, Wood and Vogel.   
In attendance: The Clerk, Deputy Clerk and Deputy Clerk in training, and one member 

of the public.  
 
Cllr. Vogel opened the meeting and welcomed those present. 
 
085.25F Apologies.  
The Clerk noted that apologies had been received from Cllrs. Distin and Pugh due to prior 
commitments. Cllr. Giles proposed that these apologies be accepted; seconded by Cllr. 
Bovey. All in favour.    
 
086.25F Declarations of interest.  
Cllr. Wood declared an interest in item 094.25F due to being the Chair of the swimming pool 
trustees.   
 

087.25F Public comments/statements.   
None.   
 
088.25F To receive the previous minutes of 17th June 2025.  
The Chair confirmed that the minutes had previously been circulated. The Clerk reported that 
the full amount had been paid for the repair to the Portreeve chains (item 077.25F) and that 
item 080.25F was carried over to the September meeting due to the absence of Cllr. Distin. 
Cllr. Wood reported that the letter to the previous mayor had been emailed and that no 
response had been received as yet (item 081.25F). It was agreed that a reminder be sent. If 
no response is received, a letter would then need to be sent by Royal Mail requesting a 
response before the September Finance Committee. 
ACTION: Item 081.25F to be added to the September Full Council agenda if no reply to 
the email has been received by that date. 
 
089.25F Inspection of accounts.   
Cllr. Turner examined the accounts and noted no anomalies.  
 
090.25F Cheques/BACS payments for approval July 2025.  
(Appendix 1). Mayor’s Expenses - it was noted that the umbrella has the Town crest and will 
be retained for subsequent mayors. The Clerk presented quotes for lift servicing and 
suggested that the annual charge may be lower if a longer contract was entered into. The 
Clerk noted that she has personally purchased books on behalf of the Information Centre, but 
as one of only two active signatories, is unable to authorise repayment of this expense to 
herself. Councillors agreed on this occasion, due to the close proximity of her retirement, the 
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Clerk could authorise the repayment to herself. 
ACTION: The Clerk to organise the lift service and discuss long-term contract. 
Clerk to authorise payment to herself for the purchases made on behalf of the 
Information Centre. 
 
091.25F Monthly Town Council income and expenditure details for June 2025.   
(Appendix 2). The Clerk presented both the Town Hall and Information Centre income and 
expenditure reports. The bank reconciliation was presented, and as Councillors raised no 
concern, it was duly signed by the Clerk and The Chair of Finance. Cllr. Turner asked for £25 
to buy plants. All in favour. 
 
092.25F 2025/26 budget status report.   
(Appendix 3). The Clerk noted that lettings income was still above budget due to debts being 
rigorously chased. Necessary virements will be decided at the September meeting. Cllr. Turner 
noted that a referendum may be necessary with regard to the toilets which will be expensive. 
The Clerk explained her plans for the Honours Boards. She had received quotes from several 
sign-writers to carry out the work.  
 
093.25F To consider new funding requests and virements. 
i. Defibrillator servicing. 
In the absence of Cllr. Distin, this item was carried over to a future meeting. 
ii. Repairs to the Portreeve’s Chain. 
The invoice for the repair has been paid. The costs will be allocated to ‘Town Hall 
maintenance’. 
iii. Repair to sash window (The Old Library). 
The Old Library have reported a broken cord on a sash window. The Clerk’s office to get three 
quotes for the repair.  
ACTION: Clerk’s office to obtain three quotes for the repair to the sash window and 
report back to the September meeting.  
iv. Grass cutting request – Mill Meadow. 
The Clerk’s office received a request to resume cutting grass on a site in Mill Meadow. The 
Town Council do not own the land. DALC had previously advised the Clerk not to take this on. 
The residents are no longer able to mow the grass themselves. If the Council were to 
undertake this, they would require insurance, public liability and would need to purchase a 
mower or sub-contract the work. Cllr. Vogel suggested that no mowing is undertaken until a 
new Council is elected; seconded by Cllr. Wood. All in favour. 
ACTION: Clerk’s office to respond to the correspondent. 
  
094.25F To receive a financial update report from Ashburton Swimming Pool.    
Cllr. Wood (as Chair of the Swimming Pool) reported that only about half of required repairs 
had been carried out due to financial constraints. A liner will cost about another £50,000. Once 
they close for the season, further testing will be undertaken to establish the amount of ongoing 
water loss. They are working on a 5- and 10-year plan as well as trying to get a valuation of 
the land. The current road works are causing a worry and making planning difficult.   
 
095.25F To review the potential funding from the 2025/26 UKSPF grant.  
Cllr. Turner reported that she had met with Cllr. Vogel and the Deputy Clerk about the grant 
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and what may be included. Possible options considered are £1,000 for a survey on the Town 
Hall clock repairs; a more robust sandbag storage shed; an annual skip service; Town 
Team/Ranger training i.e. use of a strimmer; and new Council notice boards – possibly at 
Luces Mead. Cllr. Turner asked if anyone has any further ideas please contact her.  
 
096.25F To approve the Town Warden and Relief Caretaker job adverts. 
Cllr. Vogel expressed concern about the narrow remit of the Town Warden post but agreed 
that the advert could go ahead if the word ‘Centre’ was removed after ‘Town’ in each instance. 
The Clerk reminded those present that the UKSPF grant was to be used for tourist areas. 
Discussion ensued and it was agreed that the job advert would be advertised in Around 
Ashburton after the agreed amendments. The advert for the Relief Caretaker was presented 
and it was agreed this will also be advertised via Around Ashburton.       
 
097.25F To receive an update for The Clerk’s backdated pension. 
The Clerk explained the figures which were then discussed. All agreed with the final figures 
which remain on budget of the earmarked reserve. 
 
098.25F To receive and approve the contract for payroll services. 
The Clerk explained the background and presented the contract. All agreed that the contract 
should be signed. 
ACTION: Clerk to sign and return the payroll contract. 
 
099.25F To receive an update on the repairs to the Town Hall clock and tower. 
Cllr Turner explained that initial investigations will cost around £1,000. This will be applied for 
from UKSPF. The Deputy Clerk will clarify the position when she meets a representative of 
UKSPF tomorrow (on July 16th). 
ACTION: Deputy Clerk to clarify the position with UKSPF regarding the clock/tower 
investigations. 
 
100.25F Matters raised by Councillors for information only or possible inclusion on a 
future agenda. 
Cllr. Bovey asked that all current bank signatories know how to authorise payments. There is 
still one Councillor who needs to complete the training process.  
Cllr. Wood recommended ‘ready-made’ projects, suggesting Councillors would be 
accountable for projects they agree to take on. The Deputy Clerk reminded Councillors this 
would feed into the ‘coffee and a bun’ meeting to be held in the Autumn. This meeting would 
enable Councillors to bring forward projects they have been approached about by members 
of the public and agree the next steps.     
 
Cllr. Vogel closed the meeting at 21.02. 
 

 
Signed                 (Chair)  Date     
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SUMMARY OF ACTIONS – FINANCE – 15th JULY 2025 
 

088.25F To receive the previous minutes of 17th June 2025.  
Item 081.25F to be added to the September Full Council agenda if no reply to the email has 
been received by that date. 
 
090.25F Cheques/BACS payments for approval July 2025.  
Clerk’s office to set up the lift service contract.  
Clerk to authorise payment to herself for the purchases made for the Information Centre. 
 
093.25F To consider new funding requests and virements. 
iii. Repair to sash window (The Old Library). 
Clerk’s office to obtain three quotes for the repair to the sash window and report back to the 
September meeting.  
iv. Grass cutting request – Mill Meadow. 
Clerk’s office to respond to the correspondence. 
 
098.25F To receive and approve the contract for payroll services. 
Clerk to sign and return the payroll contract. 
 
099.25F To receive an update on the repairs to the Town Hall clock and tower. 
Deputy Clerk to clarify the position with UKSPF regarding the clock/tower investigations. 
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APPENDIX 1           090.25F 
 
 
Payments for approval July '25  Gross    Net  

  total   VAT   total  
    

MAIN ACCOUNT:    
    

Mayor's umbrella (no VAT receipt)  £    17.50   £           -    £    17.50  
    

DALC Conference  £    60.00   £    10.00   £    50.00  
    

LiŌ service (1 year two visits)  £  204.00   £    34.00   £  170.00  
    

Expenses (HobbycraŌ)  £       2.30   £       0.38   £       1.92  
    
    

INFORMATION CENTRE:     
    

 West Country Books  £    36.00   £           -    £    36.00  
(Stephanie AusƟn stock)    
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APPENDIX 2           091.25F 
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APPENDIX 3           092.25F 
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