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Present: Cllrs. Bovey, Distin, Giles, Nutley, Pugh, Turner and Wood.   
In attendance: The Clerk, Deputy Clerk and two members of the public.  
 
Cllr. Pugh opened the meeting and welcomed those present. 
 
101.25F Election of Chair 
Cllr. Pugh proposed Cllr. Turner as Chair, seconded by Cllr. Wood. All in favour. 
 
102.25F Apologies.  
None received.     
  
103.25F Declarations of interest.  
Cllr. Wood declared an interest in item 112.25F due to being the Chair of the swimming pool 
trustees. Cllr. Nutley declared an interest in item 113.25F as in his capacity as a Teignbridge 
Councillor, has awarded a grant to one of the applicants.  
 

104.25F Public comments/statements.   
None.   
 
105.25F To receive the previous minutes of 15th July 2025.  
The Chair confirmed that the minutes had previously been circulated. The Clerk reported that 
the lift has now been serviced and quotes for remedial work have been requested. The lift is 
to be added as an agenda item at the October meeting. Other actions reviewed have either 
been completed or are on this agenda.  
ACTION: The lift to be added to the October Finance committee meeting agenda.  
 
106.25F Inspection of accounts.   
Cllr. Pugh inspected the accounts and noted that no anomalies were found.  
 
107.25F Cheques/BACS payments for approval September 2025.  
There were no payments waiting for approval this month.  
 
108.25F Monthly Town Council income and expenditure details for July/August 2025.   
(Appendix 1). The Clerk presented both the Town Hall and Information Centre income and 
expenditure reports. The bank reconciliation was presented, and as Councillors raised no 
concern, it was duly signed by the Clerk and the Chair of Finance. Lettings debtors were also 
discussed. One invoice (177) is over a year overdue, so agreement was sought to be written 
off after several attempts to contact the debtor. The Clerk summarised the updated draft 
bookings procedure and agreed to present this at the next meeting. 
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ACTION: Bookings policy to be presented at the October Finance meeting.  
 
109.25F 2025/26 budget status report.   
(Appendix 2). The Clerk presented the budget status report and highlighted several aspects 
for clarity. She noted the insurance overspend and explained the virements needed to address 
this. Cllr. Turner proposed that these virements are actioned, seconded by Cllr. Giles. All in 
favour. The Clerk informed Council that there is a police grant available that could be used for 
upgrading the CCTV. She will obtain an up-to-date quote and report back to the October 
meeting. She also advised Council that the Interim Audit is booked for 8th October. Councillor 
training was discussed and the Clerk agreed to circulate a list of what courses are available. 
ACTIONS:  

i. Clerk to action the virements required.  
ii. Clerk to obtain an up-to-date quote to upgrade the Town’s CCTV. 
iii. Clerk to investigate courses available for Councillors and circulate the list.    

 
110.25F To consider new funding requests and virements. 
i. Repair of two sash windows. 
The Clerk explained that a quote has been received for the repair of two windows and remedial 
work on another. Further quotations have been requested but no replies have been received. 
Cllr. Giles proposed that the repairs go ahead with just the one quote as others have not been 
received, seconded by Cllr. Pugh. All in favour.  
ACTION: Clerk to instigate repairs to the sash windows. 
ii. Defibrillator servicing (Cllr. Distin).  
After seeking advice from a trained professional, Cllr. Distin recommended that the Council 
service the defibrillator. Cllr. Turner proposed that the service is organised, seconded by Cllr. 
Wood. All in favour.  
ACTION: Clerk to instigate defibrillator service. 
iii. Lease for Office 2.  
The tenant of Office 2 has requested a 5-year lease. The Clerk requested that leases be added 
to the October Finance agenda as she is seeking quotes for new leases to be written.   
ACTION: Clerk to add leases to the October Finance agenda.  
 
111.25F Preliminary budget and precept discussion – to include public toilets.     
Cllr. Turner noted that if Ashburton are to take on additional assets in the near future there will 
need to be a budget line specifically for Asset Management. She suggested £10,000 to be 
added for the next two years. She went on to explain S137 spend. Discussion ensued about 
making a contribution to the CAB. The Clerk to contact CAB directly to see where they would 
prefer any contribution to be sent as well as what the cost would be to hold a monthly drop-in 
here in Ashburton. Cllr. Distin asked that remedial work for the lift is also added to the precept. 
ACTION: Clerk to contact CAB to ascertain the best course of action for donations as 
well as the cost of running a monthly session in Ashburton. 
 
112.25F To receive a report from the Treasurer of Ashburton Swimming Pool.    
In the absence of the Treasurer, Cllr. Wood gave a brief summary of the received report. 
(Appendix 3). She stressed that the pool had had a successful but short season due to the 
enforced closure due to essential gas works blocking access and thanked everyone for their 
support. Cllr. Giles asked how the £30,000 grant from the Council had been spent. Cllr. Wood 
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explained that at least £5,000 needs to be kept to be able to open next year and the remainder 
replenished their reserves that had to be used on repairs. 
 
113.25F To discuss grant applications received for the 2026/2027 financial year. 
The Clerk reported that Council have received four grant applications had been received. 
Discussion ensued, the topic will be added to the October Finance meeting. 
ACTION: Clerk’s office to add Grants to the October Finance meeting.       
 
114.25F To discuss the requirements for the Teignbridge grant regarding the playpark. 
The Clerk reported that there had been no update from Cllr. Rogers but says that 6-8 hours 
Clerk time will be required to complete the grant application. There is no further update. Cllr. 
Nutley advised that an upgrade to the playpark in the Recreation Ground had already been 
agreed by Teignbridge for installation in 2026/2027.   
 
115.25F Matters raised by Councillors for information only or possible inclusion on a 
future agenda. 
Cllr. Wood noted that a Pension Discretionary Policy is required as each Council should have 
one. Cllr. Distin asked for an update regarding the cycle racks. The Clerk responded that Cllr. 
Coles has got all the information and will move the project forward and reported that Cllr. J 
Major (TDC) has also offered to help.      
Action: Clerk’s office to draft a Pension Discretionary Policy.  
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr. Turner closed the meeting at 20.58. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Signed                 (Chair)  Date     
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SUMMARY OF ACTIONS – FINANCE – 16th SEPTEMBER 2025 
 

 
105.25F To receive the previous minutes of 15th July 2025.  
The lift to be added to the October Finance committee meeting agenda.  
 
108.25F Monthly Town Council income and expenditure details for July/August 2025.   
Bookings procedure to be presented at the October Finance meeting.  
 
109.25F 2025/26 budget status report.   

i. Clerk to action the virements required.  
ii. Clerk to obtain an up-to-date quote to upgrade the Town’s CCTV. 
iii. Clerk to investigate courses available for Councillors and circulate the list.    

 
110.25F To consider new funding requests and virements. 
i. Repair of two sash windows. 
Clerk to instigate repairs to the sash windows. 
ii. Defibrillator servicing (Cllr. Distin).  
Clerk to instigate defibrillator service. 
iii. Lease for Office 2.  
Clerk to add leases to the October Finance agenda.  
 
111.25F Preliminary budget and precept discussion – to include public toilets.     
Clerk to contact CAB to ascertain the best course of action for donations as well as the cost of 
running a monthly session in Ashburton. 
 
113.25F To discuss grant applications received for the 2026/2027 financial year. 
Clerk’s office to add Grants to the October Finance meeting.       
 
115.25F Matters raised by Councillors for information only or possible inclusion on a 
future agenda. 
Clerk’s office to draft a Pension Discretionary Policy.  
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APPENDIX 1           108.25F 
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APPENDIX 2           109.25F 
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APPENDIX 3           112.25F 
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