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Ashburton Town Council 

MINUTES OF FULL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING  
HELD ON 

TUESDAY 9th DECEMBER 2025 AT 7.30pm  
IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF THE TOWN HALL 

 

Present:  Cllr. Bovey, Wood, Coles, Distin, Giles, Harper, Nutley, Pugh, Searight, 
Snowsill and Wood. 

In attendance:  Town Clerk, Deputy Clerk, Cllr. Rogers (DCC & TDC), Portreeve, Master 
Bailiff and 3 members of the public. 

 
Cllr. Bovey opened the meeting and welcomed those present.  
 
179.25 Apologies. 
The Clerk reported that apologies had been received from Teignbridge District Councillor 
Jack Major due to illness.  

180.25 Declarations of interest. 
Cllr. Nutley noted he abstains on voting on planning due to his membership of both the DNPA 
and Teignbridge Planning committees. 
 
181.25 Public comments and statements.  
None received. 
 
182.25 To receive and approve the minutes of the previous meetings of 11th November 
2025. 

The Chair confirmed that the minutes of 11th November had been circulated. Cllr. Giles 
proposed that they be signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting; seconded by Cllr. 
Harper. All in favour.   
 
183.25 To receive the Mayor’s report. 
Cllr. Bovey gave a short report, thanking the Deputy Chair Cllr. Wood for attending events in 
her absence; Cllr. Wood attended the Court and Law Day ceremony and Portreeve’s Dinner 
at the Dartmoor Lodge on 25th November to welcome in the new Portreeve, Shane Fleming, 
and his Master Bailiff, Terry Hayman.      
 
184.25 To receive the Police report. 
(Appendix 1) The Clerk presented the Police report noting that, again, just one person had 
made use of the ‘Talk with your Local Police Team’ in the Information Centre. 
ACTION – Clerk’s Office to assist publishing the next Police surgery on social media.   
  
185.25 To receive the Devon County Council report. 
Cllr. Rogers delivered his report including: 

 Kenwyn has been put back on the open market due to the potential developer pulling 
out of the sale.  
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 Concern raised over the increase in Business Rates by local traders has been 
reported to DCC and Cllr. Rogers is awaiting feedback. 

 There will be a follow-up meeting planned in January or February with the heads of 
TDC, DCC, DNPA and local town councils. Cllr Rogers will inform us of the date.  

For any further detail, please contact Cllr. Stuart Rogers.  
 
186.25 To receive the Teignbridge District Council report.  
Cllr. Nutley reported that the sandbag store had been damaged and the parking officers had 
reported this to TDC. The Clerk assured him that it had already been repaired. The doors do 
keep coming off the runners due to a build up of sand, this may need looking further into at a 
later date.  
Cllr Turner noted that the recent TDC newsletter shared many good news stories around 
Teignbridge, including grants given to leisure centres, yet nothing regarding Ashburton. 
Cllr. Snowsill asked if anything more can be done by the Town Council to access funding – 
Cllr. Nutley responded that due to the lack of S106 funds or CIL, Ashburton is ‘Teignbridge’s 
poor relation’ and any funding available will be published in newsletters or directly to local 
councils.    
 
187.25 To receive the report from the Chair of the Finance and Town Hall Buildings 
committee. 
Cllr. Turner confirmed that the minutes had been circulated for comment ahead of the next 
meeting and asked if there were any questions regarding the circulated asset transfer report 
(appendix 2), the budget and precept report (appendix 3) and a discussion note regarding the 
Information Centre (appendix 4). 
With no questions at this time, the budget and precept will be recommended for adoption at 
the Full Council meeting in January. The Information Centre sub-committee are due to meet 
in early January, to be reported on at the next Finance meeting.      
 
Cllr Harper reminded Councillors that an Open Day regarding Teignbridge owned assets has 
been planned for Saturday 31st January. The next meeting will be in early January to prepare. 
Cllr Harper will work with the Clerk’s office to prepare a questionnaire regarding assets for 
the day. Cllr Wood requested that this is also made electronic for use on social media – Cllr. 
Snowsill offered his assistance with creating an electronic questionnaire.  
ACTION – Cllr Harper, the Clerk’s office and Cllr. Snowsill to prepare questionnaires 
ahead of the open day on Saturday 31st January.  
   
188.25 To approve correspondence to local landowners regarding the Neighbourhood 
Plan.  
The Clerk circulated a letter from the Neighbourhood Plan steering group wishing to invite 
local landowners to state their land as a community recreation site within the Neighbourhood 
Plan. A list of sites were shared including the Town Hall and Information Centre. Cllr Distin 
noted that Ashburton Football Club should be included on the list also. Cllr. Snowsill 
proposed for the Clerk to circulate the letter, seconded by Cllr. Turner. All in favour.  
ACTION – Clerk’s office to include the Fooball Club and circulate the letter.   
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189.25 To receive the Councillors’ reports of attendance at sub committees and 
meetings of other organisations. 
No reports received.  
 
190.25 To suggest content for the Ashburton Town Council media post. 
Councillors were advised to contact Cllr. Turner with anything they think is relevant. The 
Clerk requested that the next issue of Around Ashburton includes a ‘shoutout’ to Cllr. Harper, 
thanking him for his support and efforts during the recent flooding.  
 
191.25 Matters raised by Councillors for information only or on a future agenda. 
Cllr. Coles noted that he had collected several bike racks with Cllr. Harper and is storing 
them until installation can take place.  
Cllr. Wood noted that the acoustics in the Main Hall are quite poor for people with hearing 
difficulty and suggested the council look into soundboards to absorb the echo.  
ACTION – Clerk to add Main Hall soundboards to the January Finance meeting. 
 
Cllr. Bovey thanked the councillors for attending and closed the meeting at 20.15. 
 
 
 

 

Signed ____________________________ Date _______________ 

  Chair 

 

 

 

ACTION POINTS ARISING FROM FULL COUNCIL 

9th DECEMBER 2025: 

 

184.25 To receive the Police report. 
Clerk’s Office to assist publishing the next Police surgery on social media.   
 
187.25 To receive the report from the Chair of the Finance and Town Hall Buildings 
committee. 
Cllr Harper, the Clerk’s office and Cllr. Snowsill to prepare questionnaires ahead of the open 
day on Saturday 31st January.  
 
188.25 To approve correspondence to local landowners regarding the Neighbourhood 
Plan.  
Clerk’s office to include the Fooball Club and circulate the letter.   
 
191.25 Matters raised by Councillors for information only or on a future agenda. 
Clerk to add Main Hall soundboards to the January Finance meeting. 
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APPENDIX 1, ITEM 184.25 – Police Report  
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APPENDIX 2, ITEM 187.25 – Asset Transfer report 
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APPENDIX 3, ITEM 187.25 – Budget / Precept report 
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APPENDIX 4, ITEM 187.25 – Information Centre discussion note 
 

 


