
 

Ashburton Town Council 
 

Minutes of the Finance Committee meeting 
held on Tuesday 20th January 2026 at 7.30pm 

in the Council Chambers of the Town Hall 

 
Present: Cllrs. Distin, Giles, Nutley, Pugh and Wood.  

In attendance: Town Clerk and Deputy Clerk.  

 
01.26F Apologies.  
The Clerk reported that apologies had been received from Cllr. Bovey due to illness and  
Cllr. Turner due to a prior commitment. Cllr. Giles proposed to accept these apologies; 
seconded by Cllr. Distin.  
RESOLVED 
 
02.26F Declarations of interest. 
None.  
 
03.26F Public comments and statements.  
None.   

 
04.26F To receive and approve the minutes of the previous meeting, 18th November 
2025.  
The Clerk presented the costs and benefits of moving to an alternative IT provider. Cllr. 
Nutley proposed that this be further investigated; seconded by Cllr. Giles.  
RESOLVED 
 
05.26F Inspection of accounts.   
The accounts were inspected by Cllr. Pugh. With the exception of one missing November 
invoice all was declared in order.  
ACTION: Clerk’s office to obtain and file the missing invoice.   

 
06.26F Monthly Town Council income and expenditure details for November and 
December 2025. 
The Clerk presented the Town Hall and Information Centre income and expenditure reports 
(Appendix 1). The bank reconciliation was presented, and as Councillors raised no 
concern, it was duly signed by the Clerk and Deputy Chair of Finance.  
 
07.26F 2025/26 budget status report.   
The Clerk presented the report drawing attention to the cost of the recent maintenance 
work on the lift.   
 
 



 
  

08.26F To consider the Gas contract renewal.      
The Clerk presented one, two and three year projected costs from three different gas 
suppliers. Cllr. Pugh proposed that the cheapest supplier is contracted; seconded by Cllr. 
Woods.  
RESOLVED 
 
09.26F To consider new funding requests and virements. 
i.  Lanyards/ID badges for Staff and Councilors. 
The Clerk explained the benefits of ID cards with a QR code directing a reader to the 
Councillors page on the web-site. Orange lanyards with white writing was agreed. Cllr. 
Pugh proposed that these are purchased; seconded by Cllr. Wood. 
RESOLVED 
 
ii. Soundboards for the Main Hall.  
The Clerk presented several designs and options for soundboards. Cllr. Distin proposed 
that a professional is brought in for advice; seconded by Cllr. Giles. 
ACTION: Clerk’s office to arrange for advice from a sound board expert. 
 
10.26F Matters raised by Councillors for information only or possible inclusion on a 
future agenda. 
Cllr. Distin raised concern about the Balland Lane notice board and noted that he and Cllr. 
Coles would remove it at their earliest convenience. 
The Mayor/Clerk’s noticeboard was discussed as it is out of date.  
ACTIONS: Cllrs. Coles and Distin to remove the Balland Lane noticeboard. 
Cllr. Nutley to ascertain the signwriter’s availability for the end of May. 
  
 
 
 
Cllr. Pugh thanked those present and closed the meeting at 20.18 
 
 
 
 
Signed ……………………………………………… (Chair)      Date ……………………………. 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 



 
  

Action Points Arising from the Finance Committee Meeting 

    Held on Tuesday 20th January 2026 at 7.30pm in the Council Chambers 

 

05.26F Inspection of accounts.   
Clerk’s office to obtain the missing British Gas Lite invoice and file for reference. 
 
09.26F To consider new funding requests and virements. 
ii. Soundboards for the Main Hall.  
Clerk’s office to arrange for advice from a soundboard expert. 
 
10.26F Matters raised by Councillors for information only or possible inclusion on a 
future agenda. 
Cllrs. Coles and Distin to remove the Balland Lane noticeboard. 
Cllr. Nutley to ascertain the signwriter’s availability for the end of May. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  

APPENDIX 1                                                                                                     ITEM - 06.26F 
  

 

 



 
  

 

 



 
  

 



 
  

 



 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


