
 

Ashburton Town Council 
 

Minutes of the Full Town Council meeting 
held on Tuesday 10th February 2026 at 7.30pm 

in the Council Chambers of the Town Hall 

 
Present: Cllrs. Distin, Giles, Harper, Nutley, Pugh, Searight, Snowsill, Turner and 
Wood.  

In attendance: Town Clerk, Deputy Clerk, Cllr. Rogers (DCC & TDC), Cllr. Major (TDC) 
and three members of the public.  

Cllr. Wood opened the meeting and welcomed those present. 
 
016.26 Apologies.  
The Clerk reported that apologies had been received from Cllrs. Bovey and Pugh due to 
illness and Cllr. Coles due to a prior commitment. Cllr. Giles proposed to accept these 
apologies; seconded by Cllr. Turner. All in favour.  
 
017.26 Declarations of interest. 
There were none declared.  
 
018.26 Public comments and statements.  
A member of the public spoke passionately about the possible closure of the toilets and 
suggested strong resistance. 
Another member of the public implored the Council to leaflet all households with more 
details of the asset transfer process. He also reminded those present about joining the 
town band. 

 
019.26 To receive and approve the minutes of the previous meeting, 13th January 
2025.  
The Clerk confirmed that all actions from the meeting have been completed. Cllr. Nutley 
proposed that these minutes be accepted as a true and accurate record of the meeting; 
seconded by Cllr. Giles. All in favour.  
 
020.26 To receive the Police report.  
(Appendix 1) The Clerk presented the Police report. Cllr. Searight noted that monthly 
reports showing discrete information do not show whether certain times of crime are 
seasonal or increasing. He asked that the Clerk’s office compile data throughout 2026 to 
show this, perhaps graphically.  
ACTION: Clerk’s office to collate the monthly crime figures going forward. 
 
021.26 To receive the Devon County Council report.  
(Appendix 2) Cllr. Rogers advised –  
- All pot-hole repair work is on hold because of the weather. 
- The library consultation period closes on 22nd February. 
- There will be a meeting about Luces Mead 2 in the Town Hall 24th March. 

 



 
  

022.26 To receive the Teignbridge District Council report. 
Cllr. Major explained some of the difficult and legal decisions that TDC are having to 
make. Discussion ensued regarding the likelihood of the car parks being transferred to 
Ashburton. The general feeling is that this is very unlikely. Cllr. Wood asked that all three 
Teignbridge Councillors took note of the feeling in the room and feed this back to 
Teignbridge and garner an official response from them to feed back at the next Full 
Council meeting.  
ACTION: Clerk’s office to confirm this request in writing to Cllrs. Rogers, Nutley and 
Major. 
 
023.26 To receive the report from the Chair of the Finance Committee. 
Cllr. Turner presented the actions from the previous meeting, all of which were complete. 
Cllr. Snowsill suggested a possible local contact for soundproofing material. Cllr. Turner 
summarised the interview held the previous day with a possible new Admin Assistant 
and suggested a start date of 23rd February. The Clerk presented all Councillors with a 
new lanyard and ID card and asked that they are worn at all times that the Councillors 
are on Council business.  

 
024.26 To receive the report from the Chair of the Planning Committee.  
Cllr. Searight reported on the need for double yellow lines on the corner of Balland 
Lane. Cllr. Rogers stated that he is already dealing with this. He also mentioned several 
areas at the western end of Ashburton becoming ‘car parks’. He noted that the work on 
the Chuley Road development seems to have recommenced.  

 
25.26 To receive the report from the Chair of the General Purposes Committee 

and  
resolve the recommendation to adopt the Council Strategy. 
Cllr. Wood presented the five-year strategy (appendix 3). She sought agreement to 
work with this document and review it annually. It will be called Ashburton Town 
Council’s Strategic Responsibilities. Cllr. Snowsill proposed acceptance of this 
document; seconded by Cllr. Searight. All in favour. 
RESOLVED. 
 
026.26 To consider a nomination for the Garden Party at Buckingham Palace, 8th 
May 2026.  
Cllr. Wood nominated Cllr. Bovey, the Mayor; seconded by Cllr. Snowsill. All in favour. 
RESOLVED. 
 
027.26 To receive the Councillors’ reports of attendance at sub-committees and 
meetings of other organisations.  
Cllr. Turner reported her attendance at a meeting at Ashburton Museum. They have 
stopped charging an entry fee which has increased their footfall. Their revenue is circa 
£700 pa. During May to September, they are open Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 2-
4pm. with Saturday being added during July and August. She also reported that St 
Lawrence Chapel are seeking Trustees and require £250,000 for work on the tower.  
Cllr. Searight reported on his attendance at the Town of Culture meeting which was well 
attended. Ashburton have arranged to work with Buckfastleigh to create a larger 
stronger bid.  



 
  

The next Asset Management Working Group meeting was discussed and agreed for 
Monday 23rd February prior to the next Open Evening on 3rd March.  
ACTION: Clerk’s office to arrange Asset meeting and invite attendees. 
 
028.26 To suggest content for the Ashburton Town Council media post. 
Councillors suggested the LGR but phrased positively; the Libraries Consultation and 
the Strategic Responsibilities.   
 
029.26 Matters raised by Councillors for information only or on a future agenda. 
Cllr. Nutley had been contacted by ACE about a meeting with the Town Clerk. The Clerk 
explained that a brief meeting had already taken place and the subject was already an 
agenda item on the next Finance meeting on 17th February.   
Cllr. Turner stated that a response to TDC is required about LGR. This to be taken to 
the next General Purposes meeting as an agenda item. 
The Clerk was asked to gather information about the cost of Public Liability insurance if 
Ashburton was to take on recreation grounds as well as costs for dog poo bins, 
gardening, trees, benches etc with regard to other assets that may be forthcoming. This 
subject to be discussed by the Asset Management Working Group and reported back to 
a Finance committee meeting. 
ACTIONS: Ashburton Town Council’s official response regarding LGR to be taken to the 
next General Purposes meeting. 
Clerk to get costs of Public Liability insurance for the recreation parks. 
 
Cllr Wood thanked those present and closed the meeting at 20.56 
 
 
Signed ……………………………………………… (Chair)      Date 
……………………………. 
 
   
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Action Points Arising from the Full Council Meeting 

    Held on Tuesday 10th February 2026 at 7.30pm in the Council Chambers 

 

020.26 To receive the Police report.  



 
  

Clerk’s office to collate the monthly crime figures throughout 2026 to enable statistical 
data to be presented. 
 
022.26 To receive the Teignbridge District Council report. 
Clerk’s office to confirm the request in writing to Cllrs. Rogers, Nutley and Major that all 
three Councillors report the feelings of Ashburton residents to Teignbridge and get an 
official response from them about the car parks. 
 
027.26 To receive the Councillors’ reports of attendance at sub-committees and 
meetings of other organisations.  
Clerk’s office to arrange Asset meeting for Monday 23rd February and invite attendees. 
 
029.26 Matters raised by Councillors for information only or on a future agenda. 
Ashburton Town Council’s official response regarding LGR to be taken to the next 
General Purposes meeting. 
Clerk to get costs of Public Liability insurance for the recreation parks. 
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APPENDIX 4                                                                                                       ITEM - 
08.26 

 



 
  

 
APPENDIX 5                                                                                                       ITEM - 
08.26 
 

January Report 



 
  

New pop-up trading opportunities, including one site in Buckfastleigh, are available in Teignbridge 
with everyone interested being invited to contact Teignbridge. 

https://news.teignbridge.gov.uk/council-opens-pop-up-business-opportunities-across-teignbridge/ 

Community grant funding has been paid out to 14 organisations that include The BYP in Ashburton 
and Bungalow project in Buckfastleigh receiving funding. 

https://news.teignbridge.gov.uk/good-causes-boosted-by-teignbridge-lottery-small-grants-
funding/ 

1st Phase of electrification of the Teignbridge fleet has been rolled out ‘saving enough fuel to drive 
a Renault Clio around the world 18 times’. The project has saved £18,500 in fuel costs alone so far 
this year. 

2 Decarbonisation project in Teignbridge have concluded with these projects already makings 
saving projected to £120,000 a year in fuel costs alone. 

The installation of heat pumps at Forde house and Teignmouth lido project are completed and 
have shown a 60% an 77% respective reduction in fuel usage so far. 

Recycling rates are up to 54.2% of all waste collected putting us in the top 12% of all councils. This 
is hoped to be further improved with the investment in the bulking station starting later this year 
and the expansion to recyclable materials we can process coming with that. 

Green spaces survey has concluded with 75% of respondents say our spaces are “welcoming places 
to visit” and 81% “well managed”. Our playing and sports fields only received 54% of respondents 
saying they were adequate so a new Teignbridge playing pitch strategy has begun expected to 
conclude in November 2026 to address the issues raised and expand our facilities. 

Green flags have been awarded to Courtney park, Decoy Countryside park, The Den and home 
yards botanical gardens expand our list of green flag sites. 

Target hardening works on Bakers park, Courtney park, Dawlish countryside park, Forde park, 
Osborne park and Sandringham park are almost completed with the final works commencing next 
week (Monday 19th) and will be concluded by the end of February with addition planting to be 
done later in the year. 

 
 
 
 


