
 

Ashburton Town Council 
 

Minutes of the Finance Committee meeting 
held on Tuesday 17th February 2026 at 7.30pm 

in the Council Chambers of the Town Hall 

 

 

Present: Cllrs. Distin, Giles, Nutley, Pugh and Wood.  

In attendance: Cllr. Harper and Deputy Clerk.  

 
011.26F Apologies.  
The Deputy Clerk reported that apologies had been received from Cllr. Bovey due to 
illness. Cllr. Giles proposed to accept these apologies; seconded by Cllr. Distin.  
RESOLVED 
 
012.26F Declarations of interest. 
None.  
 
013.26F Public comments and statements.  
None.   

 
014.26F To receive and approve the minutes of the previous meeting, 20th January 
2026.   
The Deputy Clerk advised that a sound board expert had been contacted with a 
consultation being arranged shortly. Cllr. Nutley advised that he had made contact with the 
signwriter who will be available after 18th May. The minutes were signed as a true and 
accurate record of the meeting. 
 
015.26F Inspection of accounts.   
The accounts were inspected by Cllr. Pugh. No anomalies found.    

 
016.26F Monthly Town Council income and expenditure details for January 2026.  
The Deputy Clerk presented the Town Hall and Information Centre income and expenditure 
reports (Appendix 1). The bank reconciliation was then presented to demonstrate financial 
accuracy within the accounting records.   
 
017.26F 2025/26 budget status report.   
The Deputy Clerk presented the report highlighting the completion of the lift repair works.   
(Appendix 2). 
 
 
 



 
  

 

018.26F To review the hire charges and storage capacity of the Town Hall ahead of 
the new financial year.       
The Deputy Clerk outlined the current situation regarding the hire charges. Councillors 
approved an increase of 50p per hour on all hire charges, commencing in April 2026, with 
hire of the kitchen being increased to £5.50, £20.50 and £41.50 appropriately. These 
increases were proposed by Cllr. Wood; seconded by Cllr. Giles  
RESOLVED 
Discussion ensued regarding the storage of hall hirers’ equipment, currently stored in the 
back room of the Clerk’s office. It was agreed that this agreement is to be discontinued 
after 31st March 2026 due to the growing demand and need for space in the office. All 
hirers to be emailed and advised of this.  
ACTION: Clerk’s office to email all hirers.  
 
019.26F To receive a report from the Information Centre sub-committee. 
Cllr. Giles read her prepared report. (Appendix 3) highlighting the recent horrendous 
weather and volunteer absence as the main reason for a quiet January for both footfall and 
sales.  
 
020.26F To consider the future costs involved in any asset transfer from TDC. 
The asset survey was discussed at length. The closing date for it is 31st March. The results 
from these will be collated and taken to an asset meeting during April. The cost of a 
possible referendum and the notice period required for this were discussed. The Clerk’s 
office to research this. 
ACTIONS: Asset management working group meeting to be arranged for April.  
Clerk’s office to research the cost and required time-scale of a referendum. 
 
 
021.26F Matters raised by Councillors for information only or possible inclusion on a 
future agenda. 
The cost of a new noticeboard for Balland Lane was discussed. Cllr. Giles offered to ensure 
that laminated minutes are displayed as appropriate.  
Cllr. Turner reminded Councillors that the restaurant lease is due for review. To be 
discussed at the next Finance committee meeting. 
ACTION: Restaurant lease to be added to the next Finance meeting agenda. 
 
 
 Cllr. Pugh thanked those present and closed the meeting at 20.30 
 
 
 
 
Signed ……………………………………………… (Chair)      Date ……………………………. 
 



 
  

 

Action Points Arising from the Finance Committee Meeting 

    Held on Tuesday 17th February 2026 at 7.30pm in the Council Chambers 

 

018.26F To review the hire charges and storage capacity of the Town Hall ahead of 
the new financial year.       
Clerk’s office to email all hirers advising them of the price rises taking effect from 7th April 
2026.  
 
020.26F To consider the future costs involved in any asset transfer from TDC. 
Asset management working group meeting to be arranged for April.  
Clerk’s office to research the cost and required time-scale of a referendum. 
 
021.26F Matters raised by Councillors for information only or possible inclusion on a 
future agenda. 
Restaurant lease to be added to the next Finance meeting agenda. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  

 

APPENDIX 1                                                                                                   ITEM - 016.26F 
 

 



 
  

 

  

 



 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  

 

 

 
 
 
 



 
  

 

 
 
APPENDIX 2                                                                                                   ITEM - 017.26F 

 
 
 



 
  

 

 
 
 
 



 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  

 

APPENDIX 3                                                                                                  ITEM - 019.26F 
 
Ashburton Information Centre Report Feb ‘26 
 
Late last year we lost both of our bird box suppliers for various reasons which was a big 
loss being so close to Christmas but I’m happy to report they are now both back with us 
and we are now fully stocked with boxes ready to sell. January was a very quiet month due 
to both the time of the year but also due to the horrendous weather we have been having. 
I’m sure most shops are feeling the same. We also suffered from a lot of volunteer 
sickness, holidays and volunteers’ wishing to take time off so we were not able to open as 
much as we would usually but we are now nearly back to full strength and will now be able 
to open for more shifts. 
 
We will be having a meeting with the volunteers shortly to think of ways in which we can 
diversify parts of the Information Centre. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


