
 

Ashburton Town Council 
 

Minutes of the Finance Committee meeting 
held on Tuesday 17th March 2026 at 7.30pm 
in the Council Chambers of the Town Hall 

 

 

Present: Cllrs. Distin, Nutley, Pugh and Turner.  

In attendance: The Clerk and Deputy Clerk.  

 
022.26F Apologies.  
The Clerk reported that apologies had been received from Cllr. Bovey due to illness and 
Cllrs. Giles and Wood due to prior commitments. Cllr. Nutley proposed to accept these 
apologies; seconded by Cllr. Distin.  
RESOLVED 
 
023.26F Declarations of interest. 
None.  
 
024.26F Public comments and statements.  
None.   

 
025.26F To receive and approve the minutes of the previous meeting, 17th 
February 2026.   
The Clerk presented the actions from the previous meeting. Cllr. Turner asked that the 
asset meeting be held after 13th April as she is unavailable until then. She also asked 
that TDC are chased for information. The minutes were duly signed as a true and 
accurate record of the meeting. 
 
026.26F Inspection of accounts.   
The accounts were inspected by Cllr. Pugh. No anomalies found.    

 
027.26F Monthly Town Council income and expenditure details for February 2026.  
The Clerk reported the cessation of Ashburton U3a and therefore the cancellation of 
their bookings from March 31st. A new regular booking has been received which should 
counteract the financial loss. The provision of Christmas lighting was discussed and the 
suggestion made that this becomes an additional line on a referendum if one goes 
ahead for asset transfers. The Clerk presented the Town Hall and Information Centre 
income and expenditure reports (Appendix 1). The bank reconciliation was then 
presented to demonstrate financial accuracy within the accounting records. The current 
financial situation was discussed and will be added to the April Full Council agenda. 
ACTION: Add the current financial situation to the April Full Council meeting.  
028.26F 2025/26 budget status report.   
The Clerk presented the report. (Appendix 2). She was asked to provide a five-year 
comparison of lettings income. The following virements were agreed, taking the 



 
  

underspend from Staffing and transferring it to Town Hall maintenance, waste collection, 
water, audit, IT services, office telephone and office equipment. The Clerk was asked to 
investigate putting the ear-marked reserves into a savings account and report back to 
April finance if possible. Cllr. Distin asked that the fire risk assessment was reviewed 
and revisited. 
ACTIONS: Clerk’s office to investigate savings accounts suitable for the ear-
marked reserves. Clerk’s office to review and revisit the fire report from Totnes 
Fire. 
 
029.26F To review the working relationship agreement with ACE.         
The Clerk reported that she had had a meeting with members of ACE and presented a 
revised ‘working together’ statement. (Appendix 3). Cllr. Turner proposed that this 
statement be adopted; seconded by Cllr. Pugh.  
RESOLVED 
 
030.26F To review the Restaurant Lease.  
The Clerk explained that the lease had not been reviewed since its inception. The lease 
was discussed and Cllr. Turner proposed a rent increase to take effective from 1st July 
2026; seconded by Cllr. Pugh. 
ACTION: Clerk to write to the tenants explaining the changes.  
 
031.26F To receive an update on the Insurance Renewal for 2026/27.  
The Clerk gave a report on her recent meeting with the insurance broker detailing the 
self-insured items and a reminder that the valuations will be due to be updated during 
2027. 
 
032.26F Asset Transfer discussion. 
The Clerk reported that she is hoping to have a follow-up meeting with the Head of 
Assets at TDC imminently. Her main aim will be to gather further information regarding 
the costs of each asset and to receive a definitive answer on the transfer of ownership 
of the car parks.  
 
033.26F Matters raised by Councillors for information only or possible inclusion 
on a future agenda. 
Cllr. Distin noted that many residents are asking for details of the budget as they have 
received details of the Council Tax increase. The Clerk has put the budget clearly on the 
website and will post a link to this on social media. Cllr. Turner will include details in her 
next Around Ashburton update. 
ACTIONS: Clerk to post link to budget on social media.  
Cllr. Turner to include details in Around Ashburton.  
 
 
 
Cllr. Turner thanked those present and closed the meeting at 20.38 
 
 
 
 



 
  

Signed ……………………………………………… (Chair)      Date 
……………………………. 
 

 

 

Action Points Arising from the Finance Committee Meeting 

    Held on Tuesday 17th March 2026 at 7.30pm in the Council Chambers 

 

027.26F Monthly Town Council income and expenditure details for February 2026.  
Clerk’s office to add a discussion of the current financial situation to the April Full 
Council meeting with the main aim of making as assessment of the ability to meet large 
payments due towards the end of April.  
 
028.26F 2025/26 budget status report.   
Clerk’s office to investigate savings accounts suitable for the ear-marked reserves. 
Clerk’s office to review and revisit the fire report from Totnes Fire. 
 
033.26F Matters raised by Councillors for information only or possible inclusion 
on a future agenda. 
Clerk to post link to budget on social media.  
Cllr. Turner to include details o fhow the public can view the budget in Around 
Ashburton.. 
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