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	Ashburton Town Council

Minutes of the Assets Working Group meeting
held on Monday 28th April 2026 at 7.00pm
in the Main Hall of the Town Hall




	
	


Present: Cllrs. Bovey, Distin, Giles, Snowsill, Turner and Wood. S Prince, S Rhodes, S Walker, G Tarsky, W James, A Hill-Smith, A Spendlove.
In attendance: Town Clerk, Deputy Clerk, Admin Assistant and approx. 60 members of the public.
Cllr. Turner opened the meeting and welcomed those present.  

014.26AW	Apologies.
The Clerk noted apologies had been received from Cllr. Harper due to illness and Cllrs. Coles, Pugh and Searight due to prior commitments. The absence of Cllr. Nutley was also noted, although no apologies were received. 

015.26AW	Declaration of Interest.
S. Prince declared a personal interest in item 018.26 - 012 Holne Cross.

016.26AW	To approve the minutes of the previous meeting, 23rd February 2026.
There being no actions outstanding, Cllr. Bovey proposed that these minutes be accepted as a true and accurate record of the meeting; seconded by Cllr. Distin. 
RESOLVED

017.26AW	To receive the report on the recent town survey
Cllr. Snowsill presented the results from the town survey (Appendix 1). 
During the presentation there was the opportunity for the public to ask questions.  Some residents felt that the survey was too complicated and were put off completing it.  It was felt that an effort to reach more people and gather more opinions is required. Cllr. Snowsill confirmed that public engagement will continue. Other members of the public wanted the council to investigate more creative ways of fundraising to support these assets.  Some people felt that TDC were offering “liabilities” rather than assets (such as the car parks) that create an income. Cllr. Rogers (TDC) said that TDC has signed off a million pound spend on playparks across the district and he will be asking in the TDC council meetings in both May and June about £800,000 worth of match funding that may also be available. Third party funding could also be possible. 

S. Walker spoke about CIL and how other moorland towns are also affected by the lack of it and asked whether the moorland towns could all get together to look at ways of funding any new assets taken on. 
There was some discussion regarding what a maximum of 28% increase in the Ashburton element of Council Tax actually meant, it was confirmed that this would equate to an increase of less than £1 per week.
Cllr. Wood reminded those present that the working group has been set up to listen to residents’ views, the council is actively seeking residents feedback on this matter and will continue doing so over the next few months. 
Cllr. Turner stated that all costs are yet to be confirmed and the main purpose of the meeting was to get a ‘wish list’ of the assets to investigate further.  She reminded those present that no asset is secure unless the town takes them.
ACTION:  Cllr. Rogers (TDC) asked for the survey results to be emailed to elected members, Clerk’s Office to send.

018.26  To discuss an initial proposal for an Ashburton wish list
Each asset on the list was discussed in turn along with an image/map projected and the previous five years’ running costs (where available) plus some feedback already gathered from residents. 
Decisions were as follows:

002 Ashburn Close - This is a small piece of road and felt to be of no value for the town to take on.  No do not take on: proposed by Cllr. Turner; seconded by Cllr. Wood
004 Barnsley Gardens – Ownership in dispute. Council unable to vote until ownership confirmed.
005 Crockerton Cottages – Car parking for the residents, no value to the town to take on.
006 Dolbeare Road – Currently there is no charge for the car park and it is maintained by the residents free of charge.  Questions about sewerage and flood risk.  Yes investigate further: proposed by Cllr. Wood seconded by Cllr. Snowsill
007 Home Park – Cllr. Distin suggested that each element is taken separately.  Cllr. Wood reported that costs given do not give full picture as they do not include expenses such as yearly inspections or grass cutting.  S. Walker suggested a more targeted survey of residents in this area. Yes investigate further: proposed by Cllr. Wood; seconded by Cllr. Snowsill
008 Kingsbridge Lane car parks – Estimated £250,000 annual income. Cllr. Wood confirmed that TDC wish to retain the car parks but a case to TDC as to why we should have them. Yes investigate further: proposed by Cllr. Wood; seconded by Cllr. Snowsill
447 Public Toilets – Cllr. Wood confirmed that there is not a statutory duty for local government to provide toilets. If Ashburton Town Council do not take them, they will close. Could be funded by introducing a nominal charge for use.  A member of the public suggested that local businesses might be willing to contribute.  Yes investigate further: proposed by Cllr. Turner; seconded by Cllr. Distin
009 Little Roborough Garden plots – Cllr. Distin stated that this area has subsidence and has previously cost TDC a lot of money to fix. In his opinion there is a high likelihood that more work will be needed in the future therefore it would be a liability for the town to take this on.  A possible alternative allotment site is currently being investigated. No do not take on: proposed by Cllr. Wood; seconded by Cllr. Giles
010 Minors Close play area – Yes investigate further: proposed by Cllr.Wood; seconded by Cllr. Giles
011 Cleder Place (grass area & play area) - Yes investigate further: proposed by Cllr. Wood; seconded by Cllr. Turner
012 Holne Cross – This could possibly be sold for development by TDC. There is interest from residents in taking on the management, depending on costs. Residents stress they would want a clear idea of what these would be before committing. Cllr. Wood asked for a written expression of interest to be handed to the Clerks office from the residents before the decision about whether to take the asset is made.   Yes investigate further: proposed by Cllr. Wood; seconded by Cllr. Bovey
013 Prigg Meadow – Members of the public commented that it is currently not in a good state and will need investment.  It was felt that it is an important community asset and needs to be kept as a park. TDC have not invested in The Recreation Ground for the last few years, therefore the cost to the town council would likely be high. The toilet block has asbestos so would also need investment before it could be usable. Yes investigate further: proposed by Cllr. Wood; seconded by Cllr. Turner.
014 Roborough Lane – Reservoir and tunnel; not necessary to ATC. proposed by Cllr. Wood; seconded by Cllr. Turner
016 Westabrook – Yes investigate further: proposed by Cllr. Wood; seconded by Cllr. Turner
423 Market Close car park – Ashburton Town Council need to ascertain how many spaces are available. Yes investigate further: proposed by Cllr. Wood; seconded by Cllr. Turner

019.26AW  Any other business. 
S Walker thanked a local Architect firm who are printing posters for each of these sites with a QR code that will link to a town council webpage with further information and a simple yes/no online survey.

Cllr. Turner said there will not be a referendum as the Council does not have the legal “power” to hold one, but are currently looking to do a mail out to every household.

Cllr. Wood mentioned that there is a vacancy on Ashburton Town Council and anyone interested should approach the Clerk after the meeting. 

A resident thanked the council for organizing this meeting.

Cllr. Turner thanked those present and closed the meeting at 21.00.



Signed ……………………………………………… (Chair)      Date …………………………….

  






Action Points Arising from the Asset Working Group Meeting
    Held on Monday 27th April at 7.00pm in the Council Chambers
017.26AW ACTION:  Cllr. Rogers (TDC) asked for the survey results to be emailed to elected members, Clerk’s Office to send.
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