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Minutes of the Full Council meeting  
held on Tuesday 14th July 2026 at 7.30pm, in the Council Chambers   

of the Town Hall. 
 
Present: Cllrs. Wood (Chair), Bovey, Coles, Distin, Giles, Nutley and Pugh.  

In attendance: The Town Clerk, Deputy Clerk, Cllrs Rogers (DCC & TDC) and Major (TDC), 
Reverend Phillip Parker, the Portreeve, the Chair and Deputy of the Neighbourhood Plan 
working group and one member of the public.   

 
Cllr. Wood opened the meeting and welcomed those present. Reverend Parker presented a 
short period of reflection in memory of the late Rt Hon Ann Widdicombe. 

═════════════════════════════════════════════════════════ 

096.26 APOLOGIES  
Apologies were received from Cllr. Harper due to ill health, Cllrs. Searight and Snowsill due to 
work commitments and Cllr. Turner due to a prior commitment.  

Resolution 
APPROVED 
Proposed: Cllr. Giles 
Seconded: Cllr. Pugh 
 
Prior to moving to the next agenda item Cllr. Nutley read a prepared statement on a point of 
order (Appendix 1). Cllr. Wood noted that the Council will respond in full in due course. 
═════════════════════════════════════════════════════════ 

097.26 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
None Received. 

═════════════════════════════════════════════════════════ 

098.26 PUBLIC COMMENTS / STATEMENTS 
A resident spoke of the concern of the waste outside Kenwyn being a fire hazard and wanted to 
know if the Council can become involved. Cllr. Nutley stated that he has been in contact with 
the local fire officer regarding this and Cllr. Rogers distributed a handout from Kenwyn’s owner 
explaining the current position and further requesting he remains anonymous until final 
planning permission is sought. 

Another local resident spoke of the continuous damage being caused to Holne Bridge by long, 
large lorries. It is repeatedly being knocked down, sometimes for long periods of time. He also 
raised concerns about parking in the area.              ACTION 

Cllr. Wood suggested working in conjunction with Holne Council. Cllr. Nutley offered to make 
introductions on behalf of Ashburton Town Council.             ACTION 
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═════════════════════════════════════════════════════════ 

099.26 TO RECEIVE THE PREVIOUS MINUTES OF 9TH JUNE 2026. 

The Clerk reported that all actions have been completed. 

Resolution 
RESOLVED: The minutes were duly signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting. 
Proposed: Cllr. Pugh 
Seconded: Cllr. Nutley 

═════════════════════════════════════════════════════════ 

100.26  TO RECEIVE THE MAYOR’S REPORT. 

Cllr. Wood presented her prepared report (Appendix 2) making particular reference to the 
success of the recent Carnival week and thanking the team for their dedication and hard work.  

═════════════════════════════════════════════════════════ 

101.26  TO RECEIVE THE CLERK’S REPORT.  

The Clerk presented her report (Appendix 3) updating the Council on several areas:  

 Completion of the CiLCA qualification.  
 Staffing.  
 Asset transfer progress. 
 Meetings recently attended throughout the District.  

═════════════════════════════════════════════════════════ 

102.26  TO RECEIVE THE POLICE REPORT.  

The Clerk presented the Police report (Appendix 4).  

═════════════════════════════════════════════════════════ 

103.26 TO RECEIVE THE DEVON COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT.  

Cllr. Rogers responded to the public comment regarding Holne Bridge. He will feedback to 
Highways.  

═════════════════════════════════════════════════════════ 

104.26  TO RECEIVE THE TEIGNBRIDGE DISTRICT COUNCIL REPORT.  

Cllr. Wood requested a more detailed reply to an email from Alex Carpenter about the 
likelihood of TDC transferring the car parks to Ashburton Town Council.           ACTION   

═════════════════════════════════════════════════════════ 

105.26  TO RECEIVE THE REPORT FROM THE CHAIR OF THE FINANCE AND TOWN HALL 
BUILDINGS COMMITTEE.  

Cllr. Pugh highlighted the ongoing actions from the recent Finance meeting. The Clerk reported 
that the research into acoustic panels for the Main Hall has expanded to a potential grant 
application to include an audio induction loop for people that are hard of hearing. 

═════════════════════════════════════════════════════════ 
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106.26 TO RECEIVE THE REPORT FROM THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN STEERING GROUP. 

The Deputy Chair of the NHP gave a PowerPoint presentation explaining the current status of 
the Plan and asked for recommendations of where to advertise it once complete.  Suggestions 
such as the Post Office, Information Centre, Facebook and the website were all offered. It was 
reported that the timescale for this could be as little as 2-3 weeks. 

The Clerk thanked the NHP group and praised them for their work and expertise.  

The Chair of the NHP then read a statement and asked the Clerk for this to be shared with all 
Councillors electronically. (Appendix 5). This statement will also go in the Around Ashburton.
                  ACTION 

═════════════════════════════════════════════════════════ 

107.26  TO RECEIVE THE PROPOSAL FROM THE ASSET MANAGEMENT WORKING GROUP 
REGARDING TRANSFER OF TDC ASSETS.  

Cllr. Pugh read a statement from Cllr. Turner as she was unable to attend the meeting 
(Appendix 6). In the absence of Cllr. Snowsill, the Clerk presented the proposal from the Asset 
working group. Cllr. Wood reminded members that this is a proposal to enter into discussion 
about certain assets in a bid to identify costs – both of transfer and in the future. This proposal 
is not intended to enter into any legally binding contracts. Cllr. Rogers (TDC) advised Council 
that he had asked many questions on behalf of parishes such as Widecombe and Buckfastleigh 
but has received no response as yet.  

The wording of the proposal was discussed and agreement made for some small alterations. 
The Clerk’s office will make these changes and circulate the proposal to Councillors before 
sending it on to TDC.                 ACTION 

Resolution 
RESOLVED: to alter the wording of the proposal to ensure clarity that it is a proposal to enter 
into negotiations only, to discuss the possible transfer of assets and to ascertain costs and 
future implications to Ashburton Town Council.  
Proposed: Cllr. Pugh 
Seconded: Cllr. Coles 

═════════════════════════════════════════════════════════ 

108.26 TO RECEIVE THE REPORT FROM THE PORTREEVE, 1205 SHANE FLEMING. 

The Portreeve reported a busy couple of months particularly the many coffee mornings and 
AGMs that had been attended.  

═════════════════════════════════════════════════════════ 

109.26 TO RECEIVE THE COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS OF ATTENDANCE AT SUB COMMITTEES 
AND MEETINGS OF OTHER ORGANISATIONS. 
Cllr. Coles reported that he and Cllr. Nutley had attended the Glendinnings local liaison group. 
There is concern from residents about the safety of the new road by the quarry.  

27,000 trees and shrubs have been planted in the area and the innovative use of solar panels 
has saved many tonnes of CO2. 
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Cllr. Coles also reported that the NEB film had a further successful showing and that about 5% 
of Ashburton’s population have now seen it. There is to be a meeting on 27th July to discuss the 
next measures to be taken. 

Cllr. Wood noted that the swimming pool is open and very busy with no leaks. All is going well 
and the committee are grateful to the community for their support.  

═════════════════════════════════════════════════════════ 

110.26 TO SUGGEST CONTENT FOR THE ASHBURTON TOWN COUNCIL MEDIA POST. 

The Neighbourhood Plan, the Clerk’s CiLCA qualification and the ACE/NEB film were all 
suggested. 

═════════════════════════════════════════════════════════ 

111.26 MATTERS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS FOR INFORMATION ONLY OR ON A FUTURE 
AGENDA. 
 
Cllr, Giles commented on the speed limit by the new Co-op. Council have previously been 
advised that a crossing cannot be installed on that road because of the necessary reduction in 
driving speed. Cllr. Giles pointed out the drastic reduction required at the top of Whistley Hill 
where it goes from 70 into a 20mph zone. The Clerk’s office was asked to investigate further. 

       ACTION 
═════════════════════════════════════════════════════════ 

 

 

Cllr. Wood closed the meeting at 21.03 
 
 
 
 
SIGNED _______________________________________ DATE ____________________________________ 
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Action Points Arising from the Full Council Meeting 

Held on Tuesday 14th July 2026 at 7.30pm in the Council Chambers of the Town Hall 

 

Agenda 
Item 

Actions Responsible  

098.26  Clerk’s office to contact Highways raising awareness of the continual 
damage being caused to Holne bridge. 

Clerk’s Office  

098.26  Cllr. Nutley to make introductions to Holne Council on the Clerk’s 
behalf. 

Cllr. Nutley 

104.26  The Clerk’s Office  to share the original reply with Cllr. Major by email.  Clerk’s Office 

106.26  The Clerk's Office to circulate the statement from the Chair of NHP 
with all Councillors. 

Clerk’s Office 

107.26  The Clerk's Office to reword the proposal as instructed, forward to 
Councillors for approval and send to Teignbridge District Council.  

Clerk’s Office 

111.26  The Clerk's Office to further investigate the installation of a crossing 
to the new Co-op. 

Clerk’s Office 
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Appendix 3
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APPENDIX 4 
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APPENDIX 6 

 

 

 


