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Minutes of the Finance Committee meeting  
held on Tuesday 16th June 2026 at 7.30pm, in the Council Chambers     

of the Town Hall. 
 
Present: Cllrs. Pugh (Chair), Bovey, Distin, Giles, Nutley, Turner and Wood.  

In attendance: The Town Clerk and Admin Assistant.  

═════════════════════════════════════════════════════════ 

060.26F APOLOGIES  
None Received. 

═════════════════════════════════════════════════════════ 

061.26F DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
None Received. 

═════════════════════════════════════════════════════════ 

062.26F PUBLIC COMMENTS / STATEMENTS 
None Received. 

═════════════════════════════════════════════════════════ 

063.26F TO RECEIVE THE PREVIOUS MINUTES OF 19TH MAY 2026. 

The Clerk reported there was one matter outstanding; due to the recent audit the Clerk’s Office 
hasn’t had the opportunity to begin preliminary work relating to the town clock restoration - this 
will be added to the July agenda.  All other actions have been completed. 

Resolution 
RESOLVED: The minutes were duly signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting. 
Proposed: Cllr. Bovey 
Seconded: Cllr. Wood 

═════════════════════════════════════════════════════════ 

064.26F INSPECTION OF ACCOUNTS. 

Cllr. Pugh noted that the accounts are missing one invoice for a transaction of £100.  

Actions 
The Clerk to print invoice, add it to the file and notify the Chair. 

═════════════════════════════════════════════════════════ 

065.26F PAYMENTS FOR APPROVAL JUNE 2026. 

The Clerk reported that an invoice has been received for the erection of a noticeboard in 
Balland Lane. As the cost exceeds the Clerk's delegated spending authority, approval from the 
Committee is required before payment can be authorised. 

The noticeboard has not yet been sign-written. Councillors discussed the possibility of a 
member of the public undertaking the lettering free of charge/low cost. 
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Resolution 
APPROVED:  
Proposed: Cllr. Wood 
Seconded: Cllr. Distin 

 

It was agreed that £10 from the Mayor's Allowance be used to purchase flowers to mark a 
significant birthday for a long-serving member of staff. 

Resolution 
APPROVED:  
Proposed: Cllr. Pugh 
Seconded: Cllr. Giles 

═════════════════════════════════════════════════════════ 

066.26F MONTHLY TOWN COUNCIL RECEIPT AND PAYMENT DETAILS FOR MAY. 

The Clerk presented the accounts to the Committee (Appendix 1).  

She reported that she had met with a group of local traders, which are keen to support 
improvements within the town and is exploring ways in which it may be able to contribute, 
particularly towards the Christmas lights. The Clerk will keep councillors informed as 
discussions progress. 

The Clerk also reported feedback received from the auditor, who advised that, owing to the 
commercially sensitive nature of the information, details of room hirers will be treated as 
confidential in future and will no longer be itemised in published reports, instead reporting the 
monthly total; these are still available to be viewed in the office as necessary.  

═════════════════════════════════════════════════════════ 

067.26F TO RECEIVE AND ACCEPT THE BANK RECONCILIATION AS AT 31ST MAY 2026 

The Clerk presented the bank reconciliation to the Committee (Appendix 2). 

Resolution 
ACCEPTED:  
Proposed: Cllr. Turner 
Seconded: Cllr. Nutley 

═════════════════════════════════════════════════════════ 

068.26F TO REVIEW THE 2026/27 BUDGET MONITORING REPORT. 

The Clerk presented the budget to the Committee and responded to a query from Cllr. Distin 
regarding the first VAT repayment received during the financial year. 

Cllr. Turner noted that the current boiler is potentially nearing the end of its operational life and 
asked whether alternative options for replacing the main boiler should now be considered.  She 
commented that forward planning could help avoid the need for a rushed replacement in the 
event of a failure. 
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Actions 
 The Clerk’s Office is to revisit the recent email correspondence regarding the main 

boiler to confirm the work undertaken by the plumber and to assess the urgency of 
replacing the boiler.   

 The Clerk's Office is to research replacement heating options and associated costs for 
the Town Hall. 

 

Cllr. Nutley enquired about the outstanding £3,000 grounds maintenance grant payment to St 
Andrew's Church relating to the previous financial year. The Clerk explained that an invoice had 
been received and allocated to the previous year's budget. Cllr. Turner raised concerns 
regarding the source of funding, noting that the previous year's budget had been fully spent. The 
Clerk advised that the payment would need to be met from the General Reserve, which is 
funded through underspends on other budget headings. 

Cllr. Turner requested that an item be included on the next agenda to review the current year's 
budget and consider how the £3,000 expenditure should be allocated. 

Actions 
 The Clerks Office will reassure the Church that the invoice will be paid after next 

month’s finance meeting. 
 An item is to be included on the next agenda to review the current year's budget and 

consider the allocation of £3,000 for the St Andrew's Church grounds maintenance 
grant. 

═════════════════════════════════════════════════════════ 

069.26F TO APPROVE THE DIRECT DEBITS FOR 2026/27. 

Resolution 
APPROVED:  
Proposed: Cllr. Wood 
Seconded: Cllr. Pugh 

Actions 
The Clerk's Office will circulate a schedule of contract end dates for all suppliers to assist with 
forward planning and contract management. 

═════════════════════════════════════════════════════════ 

070.26F TO DISCUSS AND REVIEW THE QUOTATION FOR THE MAIN HALL SOUND BOARDS. 

The Clerk reported that a quotation of £4,541.55 had been received for the installation of 15 
acoustic panels in the Town Hall. The proposed positioning of the panels and the rationale for 
the project were explained, namely, to reduce echo and improve sound quality during meetings 
and events. 

Cllr. Wood emphasised the importance of ensuring that the Town Hall remains a usable and 
welcoming space for all and enquired whether grant funding might be available to help meet the 
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cost. Cllr. Wood further suggested that the Clerk's Office compile a list of "grant-ready" projects 
so that the Council is well placed to respond quickly when funding opportunities arise. 

Cllr. Turner requested that the Clerk's Office obtain two additional quotations to enable 
Members to compare costs and assess value for money. 

Resolution 

APPROVED: To compile a list of grant-ready projects that could benefit from external funding. 
Proposed: Cllr. Wood 
Seconded: Cllr. Distin 

Actions 
 The Clerk's Office is to investigate potential grant funding opportunities for the 

installation of acoustic panels. 
 The Clerk's Office is to compile a list of grant-ready projects that could benefit from 

external funding. 
 The Clerk's Office is to obtain two further quotations for the installation of acoustic 

panels in the Town Hall. 

═════════════════════════════════════════════════════════ 

071.26F TO DISCUSS THE TDC TRANSFER OF ASSETS. 

The Clerk presented a report which she had previously circulated (Appendix 3), that set out 
estimated costs associated with the potential transfer of various assets from Teignbridge 
District Council. The Clerk also introduced a second report (Appendix 4) outlining the 
advantages and disadvantages of using either a Community Interest Company (CIC) or a 
Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO) to manage any transferred assets. 

Members noted that, should the Council decide to take on the assets, it may need to budget for 
additional annual expenditure in the region of £100,000 to manage and maintain them. 
It was agreed that both reports would be considered in greater detail and form the basis of 
further discussion at the next meeting of the Asset working group meeting. 

 

The Clerk explains that there is a strong drain odour in the Clerk’s Office.  This is an ongoing 
issue that has been unable to be resolved despite plumbing investigations being undertaken in 
the past.  The Clerk would like the councillors to be aware of the issue and consider options for 
the well-being of the staff. 

 

Cllr. Giles presented a report on the future of the Information Centre (Appendix 5).  She noted 
that the facility is currently underused and relies heavily on a small number of volunteers. Cllr. 
Giles asked Councillors to consider the benefits and disadvantages of continuing to operate the 
service. 

Councillors were advised that an independent assessor had inspected the building and 
provided estimates of potential rental income, both for the building as a whole and for the rear 
office space. It was noted that a window would need to be installed in the rear office before it 
could be let. Various options for the future use of the building were then discussed. 
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Cllr. Wood suggested that the Council should distinguish between the Information Centre as a 
service and the building as a physical space. She proposed the formation of a sub-committee 
to consider the use of space across all Town Council buildings, taking into account the 
changing needs of the community, the odour issues within the Clerk's Office, and the potential 
requirement for additional storage should further assets be transferred from TDC. 

Cllr. Bovey requested that the Clerk's Office investigate whether there were any restrictions 
attached to the original construction of the Information Centre requiring it to remain in that use, 
and whether similar restrictions apply to the public toilets. 

Cllr. Turner advised that the current asset transfer terms with TDC provide that, should an asset 
be sold within 25 years of transfer, 50% of the sale proceeds would be payable to TDC, although 
she considered that this provision could be negotiated as part of the transfer process. 

Councillors also discussed the previous management arrangements for the Information Centre 
by the Clerk's Office and considered whether this could be a viable option in the future, or 
whether the service could operate as a separate charity to attract external grant funding. Cllr. 
Pugh offered to investigate potential funding opportunities. 

Resolution 
RESOLVED: to continue exploring options for the future of the Information Centre within the 
next GP meeting and from that, potentially create a subcommittee to consider the use of the 
town council buildings as a whole. 
Proposed: Cllr. Pugh 
Seconded: Cllr. Turner 

Actions 
 The Clerk's Office is to contact Teignbridge District Council to establish whether the 

deeds for the Information Centre and public toilets contain any restrictions on changes 
of use. 

 The Clerk's Office is to add the future of the Information Centre to a future General 
Purposes Committee agenda. 

 Cllr Pugh is to investigate potential funding opportunities to support the future 
operation of the Information Centre. 

 

Cllr. Turner reported on her recent attendance at a TDC Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
meeting, where she represented ATC.  At the meeting she outlined the Town Council's position 
regarding the proposed asset transfers and requested that TDC either provide additional 
funding to assist with the ongoing management costs associated with the transferred assets or 
allow ATC to take on the management of the town car parks to help fund the additional assets. 
Cllr. Turner's full statement to Teignbridge District Council is attached to these minutes as 
Appendix 6.  Cllr. Turner reported that the scrutiny meeting Chair responded that income from 
its car parks contributes towards the cost of waste and recycling services, which are not fully 
funded through the Council Tax TDC received. 

Cllr. Turner advised that later in the same meeting Teignbridge District Council approved a £3 
million programme to upgrade play areas across the District. When questioned, TDC officers 
stated that it was premature to allocate budgets to individual sites and that site visits and 
public engagement would be undertaken before decisions were made on which play areas 
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would receive funding. Teignbridge District Council confirmed that play areas would be 
transferred to town councils in good condition, although no firm timescale for improvement 
works was provided. 

Cllr. Turner advised that she intends to attend future meetings in order to seek further 
information and updates on this issue. 

═════════════════════════════════════════════════════════ 

072.26F TO DISCUSS OPTIONS FOR FUTURE GREEN WASTE DISPOSAL. 

The Clerk sought guidance regarding the disposal of green waste generated by the new Town 
Warden. Two potential locations for the temporary storage of green waste were identified: 

1. A site adjacent to Bulliver’s Way. 
2. Temporarily - The Town Council's sandbag store, which is currently unused. 

The Clerk also reported that she had investigated the purchase of a green waste trolley for the 
Town Warden and advised that a good quality trolley would cost in the region of £300–£400. 

Resolution 
RESOLVED to approve the purchase of a green waste trolley for the new Town Warden. 
Proposed: Cllr. Turner 
Seconded: Cllr. Pugh 

Actions 
 The Clerk's Office is to investigate storage options for the Town Warden's equipment 

and report back to the Council. 
 The Clerk's Office is to undertake further investigations into options for the disposal of 

green waste. 

═════════════════════════════════════════════════════════ 

073.26F MATTERS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS FOR INFORMATION ONLY OR POSSIBLE 
INCLUSION ON A FUTURE AGENDA. 

Cllr. Turner requested an update on the Town's CCTV upgrade. The Clerk reported that an 
invoice had been received and that the Police had agreed to meet the cost of the works. 

 

Cllr. Turner also enquired about the current arrangements for the barber's shop, which is 
presently occupied under a licence agreement. The tenant has indicated a preference to move 
to a five-year lease. The Clerk advised that she is consulting the Council's solicitors regarding 
the preparation of a lease and the associated annual retainer for legal services. 

Actions 
 The Clerk is to consult the Council's solicitors regarding the preparation of a five-year 

lease and an associated annual retainer for legal services. 

═════════════════════════════════════════════════════════ 

Cllr. Pugh thanked those present and closed the meeting at 20.58 
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Action Points Arising from the Finance Committee Meeting 
Held on Tuesday 16th June 2026 at 7.30pm in the Council Chambers of the Town Hall 

 
Agenda 
Item 

Actions Responsible  

064.26F  The Clerk to print invoice, add it to the file and notify the Chair. Clerk’s Office  

068.26F  The Clerk’s Office is to revisit the recent email correspondence 
regarding the main boiler to confirm the work undertaken by the 
plumber and to assess the urgency of replacing the boiler.   

Clerk’s Office 

068.26F  The Clerk's Office is to research replacement heating options and 
associated costs for the Town Hall. 

Clerk’s Office 

070.26F  The Clerk's Office is to investigate potential grant funding 
opportunities for the installation of acoustic panels. 

Clerk’s Office 

070.26F  The Clerk's Office is to compile a list of grant-ready projects that 
could benefit from external funding. 

Clerk’s Office 

070.26F  The Clerk's Office is to obtain two further quotations for the 
installation of acoustic panels in the Town Hall. 

Clerk’s Office 

071.26F  The Clerk's Office is to contact Teignbridge District Council to 
establish whether the deeds for the Information Centre and public 
toilets contain any restrictions on changes of use. 

Clerk’s Office 

071.26F  The Clerk's Office is to add the future of the Information Centre to a 
future General Purposes Committee agenda. 

Clerk’s Office 

071.26F Cllr Pugh is to investigate potential funding opportunities to support 
the future operation of the Information Centre. 

Cllr. Pugh 

072.26F  The Clerk's Office is to investigate storage options for the Town 
Warden's equipment and report back to the Council. 

Clerk’s Office 

072.26F  The Clerk's Office is to undertake further investigations into options 
for the disposal of green waste. 

Clerk’s Office 

073.26F  
 

The Clerk’s Office is to consult the Council's solicitors regarding the 
preparation of a five-year lease and the associated annual retainer for 
legal services. 

Clerk’s Office 
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Appendix 1 
Town Hall

 

Information Centre 
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Appendix 2
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Appendix 3
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Appendix 4  

 



 

Ashburton Town Council Finance Committee Minutes 16/06/26 
Page 22 of 30 

 



 

Ashburton Town Council Finance Committee Minutes 16/06/26 
Page 23 of 30 

 



 

Ashburton Town Council Finance Committee Minutes 16/06/26 
Page 24 of 30 

 



 

Ashburton Town Council Finance Committee Minutes 16/06/26 
Page 25 of 30 

 

 



 

Ashburton Town Council Finance Committee Minutes 16/06/26 
Page 26 of 30 

 

Appendix 5  
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Appendix 6  

The statement: 

Firstly, Ashburton Town Council welcomes Teignbridge District Council's decision to establish 
a four-year match funding programme,  

We wish to highlight a significant inequity in the current arrangements. Unlike many other towns 
and parishes within Teignbridge, Ashburton receives no CIL income. While other communities 
can use accumulated CIL reserves as the local contributions required for the match-funded 
scheme (doubling their purchasing power), Ashburton never had CIL in the first place. 

Ashburton residents would like their town council to take on the management and 
responsibility of community assets, but the transfer of these assets would create financial 
liabilities for maintenance and renewal. The Council has little capacity to hold reserves that can 
be used as match funding, so Teignbridge's funding programme may remain inaccessible 
despite clear local need and a strong commitment to delivering community benefit. 

The Council asks Teignbridge to recognise the unique position of communities such as 
Ashburton and to consider alternative arrangements such as direct grants that ensure towns 
with low or no CIL receipts are not excluded from accessing strategic investment. 

Secondly, with regard to Kingsbridge Lane Car Park, Ashburton has been informed that 
Teignbridge is not currently prepared to consider transferring this asset to the Town Council. 

More so than any other town or parish council, Ashburton has invested considerable time and 
effort in engaging with the community over asset transfers. The evidence gathered 
demonstrates overwhelming public support for bringing this income-generating asset into local 
ownership so that any surplus revenue can be retained and used for the benefit of the 
Ashburton community. It also demonstrates significant resentment that Teignbridge would stop 
investing in community assets while continuing to extract car parking revenues on top of 
council tax. 

Can the officers and members of Teignbridge District Council provide assurance that they will 
fully consider the evidence submitted by Ashburton Town Council, give due weight to the views 
expressed by local residents, and take this information into account when making decisions 
regarding future asset transfers? 

 


