
Ashburton Town Council 
 

Minutes of the Full Town Council meeting  
held on Tuesday 9th June 2026 at 7.30pm, in the Council Chambers 

of the Town Hall 

 
Present: Cllrs. Wood (Chair), Bovey, Coles, Distin, Giles, Nutley, Pugh, Snowsill, and Turner. 

 
In attendance:    Clerk, Deputy Clerk, Cllrs. Rogers (DCC & TDC) and Major (TDC) and two members 
of the public.  

Cllr. Wood opened the meeting and welcomed those present. 

 
076.26 Apologies. 
Apologies were received from Cllr. Searight due to a prior commitment. Proposed by Cllr. Snowsill, 
seconded by Cllr. Giles.  
RESOLVED 
 
077.26 Declarations of interest. 
Cllr. Nutley noted that he abstains from voting on DNPA planning matters due to his membership on the 
DNPA planning committee.  

 
078.26 Public comments and statements. 
A member of the public spoke about Moor Car, a car sharing initiative that has been active since 2002. They 
currently have one car in Ashburton, two in Totnes and are seeking more members. 
 
079.26 To receive and approve the minutes of the previous meetings of 12th May 2026. 
The clerk confirmed that the actions from the previous minutes were completed. Cllr. Snowsill proposed 
that these minutes be accepted as a true and accurate record of the meeting and be signed 
accordingly; seconded by Cllr. Pugh. 
RESOLVED 

 
080.26 To receive the Mayors report. 

Cllr. Wood presented her report (Appendix 1) highlighting the Doctors’ Surgery’s recent coffee 
morning, the Asset Management Group and the Council’s strategic priorities.  

 
081.26 To receive the Police report. 

The Clerk presented the report (Appendix 2).  

 
082.26 To receive the Devon County Council report. 
Cllr. Rogers presented his DCC report (Appendix 3). He reported that he is working to secure the million 
pounds that has been awarded for the District’s play parks as well as the £800,000 that has been promised 
over the next four years. He reported that the match funding opportunity has already been over-subscribed. 
He also reported that he had seen the NEB film and that there may be funding for energy/heating. 

 
083.26 To receive the Teignbridge District Council report. 

Cllr. Nutley had circulated his report (Appendix 4) prior to the meeting which prompted Cllr. Snowsill to 
request assurance that Ashburton’s play parks are to be prioritised once the TDC money is released. Cllr. 
Nutley assured Council this is the case.  

Cllr. Major reported that the Councillors’ Community Fund is now available and that he has been elected 
Vice Chair of TDC for the second year in a row. 

 



 
 

084.26 To receive the Internal Audit report and note the observations.  

The Clerk presented the Internal Auditor’s report (Appendix 5) following an interim and year-end visit 
to the Council. There were no observations of non-compliance. Observations included required 
authorization of a list of monthly Direct Debits and a list of the bank signatories; Data Audit/ IT Policy 
necessities and suggestions regarding contract templates.  

Councillors reviewed the independence of the Internal Auditor; agreeing that the Auditor is personally, 
financially and professionally independent from Ashburton Town Council.  

210 audit tests were carried out, the result demonstrating the effectiveness of the Council’s internal 
controls during the 2025/26 financial year.      

Cllr. Snowsill proposed to accept the independence of the Internal Auditor and note the effectiveness 
of the Council’s internal controls.; seconded by Cllr. Pugh. 

RESOLVED 

 
085.26 To receive and accept the revised 2025-2026 Asset Register.  

The Clerk explained to Council that there had been an historic error in the brought forward balances of 
the Asset Register. An incorrect figure of £77,158.32 had been previously agreed. Upon explanation 
and presentation of the revised Asset Register, Cllr. Distin proposed that the new, correct figure of 
£100,130.86 was agreed, seconded by Cllr. Giles.  

RESOLVED 

 
086.26 To approve and sign the Annual Governance Statement 2025-26.   

The Clerk presented the Annual Governance Statement covering each Assertion and the explanation 
of any ‘No’ responses. Cllr. Snowsill proposed that they be accepted and signed; seconded by Cllr. 
Pugh. The Chair and Clerk signed the Statement.    

RESOLVED 

 

087.26 To approve and sign the Accounting Statements 2025-26.  
The Clerk presented the Accounting Statements. Cllr. Bovey proposed acceptance of the Accounting 
Statements; seconded by Cllr. Pugh. The Chair signed the Statements.  

RESOLVED 

 

088.26 To note the dates for the exercise of public rights under the Local Audit and 
Accountability Act 2014 Sections 26 and 27 The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 
(SI2015/234).  

The Clerk explained the legal requirements of the exercise of public rights and the importance of 
adhering to the correct timescale, this being Thursday 11th June to Wednesday 22nd July. Cllr. Giles 
proposed agreement with this timescale; seconded by Cllr. Coles. 

RESOLVED 

 
089.26 To receive the report from the Chair of the Finance and Town Hall Buildings committee.  
The actions from the previous meeting were reviewed.  
 
090.26 To agree to appoint the Town Warden/Relief Caretaker. 
The Clerk explained the role and recent interview of an applicant for this position. Cllr. Turner, who was on 
the interview panel, proposed that the position be offered to the applicant. Both Cllr Bovey and Snowsill 
recommended that the offer be subject to references and dependent on this Cllr. Snowsill seconded the 
proposal. Discussion ensued as to the disposal of green waste, and this topic will be added to the next 
Finance meeting.                                                                                                                                      
ACTION 
 
 



 
091.26 To receive the report from the Chair of the General Purposes committee and receive the 
recommendation to adopt the Town Hall Dog Policy. 
Discussion ensued about the road crossing at Dolbeare Meadow. This has previously been refused but 
Councillors would like the decision to be reviewed.                                                                           ACTION 
A Town Hall Dog Policy had been circulated to all Councillors. Cllr. Giles requested that it be amended to 
include all of the upstairs of the Town Hall not just the rooms. With this amendment Cllr. Giles proposed that 
the policy be adopted; seconded by Cllr. Snowsill. 
RESOLVED 
 
092.26 To agree the action to be taken regarding the transfer of Kingsbridge Lane car parks. 
Cllr. Wood’s report was presented. She explained that residents have strong feelings and as representatives 
of the community the Council must pass this on. Cllr. Snowsill suggested the addition of a paragraph about 
the lack of CIL and S106. Cllr. Giles proposed that this document is sent to Teignbridge; seconded by Cllr. 
Pugh. 
RESOLVED 
 
093.26 To receive the Councillors’ reports of attendance at sub-committees and meetings of other 
organisations. 
Cllr. Turner reported that she had attended the AGM of BYP and will deliver a report next month.  
The Clerk advised that the office had prepared a biodiversity policy and asked the Chair of General Purposes 
if it could be included on the next agenda. This was agreed.                                                            ACTION 
Cllr Distin asked a volunteer to attend a site visit to the possible new allotments at Glendinnings. He also 
suggested a full council visit later in the year. Cllr. Coles will attend. 
Cllr. Wood passed on thanks from the GP Surgery for the bike racks. 
 
094.26 To suggest content for the Ashburton Town Council media post. 
It was suggested that details of Moor Car and the requirement to re-register for Devon Home Choice be 
included. Cllr. Pugh added the requirement for a chef for the Ashburton Christmas Dinner.  

 
095.26 Matters raised by Councillors for information only or on a future agenda 
Cllr Wood asked that climate emergency issues be added as a standing agenda item on GP agendas. This 
was agreed.                                                                                                                                      ACTION 

 
 
 
 

Cllr Wood thanked those present and closed the meeting at 21.18 
 

 
Signed ……………………………………… (Chair)    Date ……………………………. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Action Points Arising from the Full Council Meeting 

Held on Tuesday 9th June 2026 at 7.30pm in the Council Chambers 
 
 

090.26 To agree to appoint the Town Warden/Relief Caretaker. 
The Clerk to chase references for the applicant.       
 
091.26 To receive the report from the Chair of the General Purposes committee and receive the 
recommendation to adopt the Town Hall Dog Policy. 
Clerk’s office to investigate the possibility of a road crossing being installed T Dolbeare Meadow.  
                                                                                                                
093.26 To receive the Councillors’ reports of attendance at sub-committees and meetings of other   
organisations. 
The draft biodiversity policy to be added to the agenda of the next General Purposes committee meeting.  
 
095.26 Matters raised by Councillors for information only or on a future agenda 
Climate emergency issues to be added to each future GP agenda.  



 

 
 



 

 

Appendix 2 – Police Report 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Appendix 3 – DCC Report 
 

 
 

 

 



 

Appendix 4 – TDC Report 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Appendix 5 – Annual Internal Audit Report 
 

 
 

 


